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YOUR  EXPORT  TRADE. 

The  Export  Merchant  Shippers'  Issue  of  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist  is  to  be  published  next 
week.  Advertisers  who  have  not  already  sent 
their  copy  and  instructions  are  reminded  that 
we  cannot  guarantee  the  insertion  of  any  an- 
nouncement intended  for  the  advertising  section 
received  after 

TUESDAY,  MARCH  5. 

All  such  communications  should  be  addressed 
to  the  Publisher,  T*he  Chemist  and  Druggist, 
42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 


SUMMARY  OF  THIS  ISSUE. 

The  more  notable  items  only  are  dealt  with. 


Articles  and  Communications. 

Our  Scientific  Progress  column  is  largely  occupied  by 
observations  on  Evans's  laboratory  report  (p.  46). 

Further  particulars  of  the  proposed  alterations  in  the 
U.S.A.  import  tariff  for  chemicals,  drugs,  oils,  and  the  like 
are  given  on  p.  49. 

The  first  of  a  series  of  articles  on  National  Insurance  dis- 
pensing is  printed  in  this  issue.  It  deals  with  "  the  pre- 
scriber  and  prescription  "  (p.  45). 

A  number  of  the  monographs  in  the  Japanese  Pharma- 
copoeia have  been  amended  in  important  particulars,  and 
we  give  notes  of  them  by  a  Japanese  pharmacist  on  p.  43. 

The  text  of  the  Opium  Convention,  which  we  published 
on  February  3,  has  been  issued  by  the  Government  this  week. 
We  show  how  it  may  affect  retail  pharmacists  in  the  British 
Empire  (p.  50). 

Some  commercial  cubebs  are  at  present  adulterated. 
Messrs.  Umney  and  Porter  give  preliminary  particulars  of 
their  examination  of  a  number  of  samples,  indicating  how 
the  sophistication  can  be  detected  (p.  51). 

The  National  Health  Insurance  items  include  the  gist  of 
what  was  done  by  the  British  Medical  Association  last  week, 
and  Boots'  scheme  of  insuring  their  employes  (p.  44).  In 
the  first  editorial  article  we  indicate  the  medical  and  phar- 
maceutical progress  made,  noting  that  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  is  not  to  do  the  work,  and  that  the  committee 
appointed  needs  money  to  carry  on  the  work.  Where  is 
that  to  come  from?  (p.  48). 

News  nf  the  Week. 


An  appeal  in  the  Selvyt  spectacle-cleaner  case  has  been 
dismissed  (p.  39). 

Chemists'  assistants  in  Egypt  are  the  subject  of  proposed 
legislation  (p.  38). 

The  coal-trade  dispute  has  produced  already  a  shortage  of 
bottles.    See  paragraph  on  p.  35. 

The  living-in  system  has  caused  a  strike  in  the  Potteries, 
of  which  particulars  are  given  on  p.  62. 

The  Paris  Society  of  Pharmacy  is  making  fair  progress. 
We  judge  from  the  annual  report  (p.  37). 

Annual  reports  of  several  drug  companies  have  been 
issued  thij  week,  and  are  dealt  with  on  p.  41. 

An  application  is  being  made  to  the  Courts  to  increase  the 
capital  of  Mellin's  Food,  Ltd.,  by  75,000?.  (p.  41). 

The  names  of  the  distinguished  men  who  are  proposed 
for  the  Fellowship  of  the  Royal  Society  are  on  p.  34. 

The  late  Mr.  Stephen  Darby,  Ph.C.  left  about  80,000?., 
chiefly  to  the  Church  to  augment  poor  livings  (p.  42). 

The  proposed  regulations  regarding  the  use  of  preserva- 
tives in  milk  and  cream  are  referred  to  on  p.  34  and  p.  52. 

A  portrait  and  biography  of  Mr.  G.  Pattison,  President 
of  the  Harrogate  Pharmaceutical  Association,  preface  a  full 
budget  of  Winter  Session  reports,  beginning  on  p.  53. 

The  Shops  Act,  1911,  has  already  been  embodied  in  a 
Consolidation  Bill  which  has  been  introduced  in  the  House 
of  Lords  by  the  Government.  We  give  a  concise  epitome 
of  it  on  pp.  52-53. 

Two  Pharmacy  Acts  cases  are  reported  from  Ireland.  In 
one  illegal  sale  of  arsenical  sheep-dip  was  the  offence^  in 
the  other  a  registered  druggist  compounded  a  medical  pre- 
scription.   Fines  were  inflicted  in  each  case  (pp.  39-40). 

London  chemists  discussed  the  Shops  Act  on  Wednesday 
evening  at  Frascati's.  and  the  subject  is  to  be  considered 
again.  Mr.  Etherington.  of  Leicester  Square,  has  since 
informed  us  that  the  London  County  Council  is  delegating 
its  powers  to  the  Borough  Councils. 

Trade  and  Market  Matters, 


Quinine  sulphate  was  8n.  6(7.  per  oz.  fifty  years  ago.  See 
our  Trade  Report  of  that  period  on  p.  64. 

The  probable  collapse  of  the  glycerin  convention  is  the 
principal  market  event,  and  prices  are  lower  in  all  directions. 
Cod-liver  oil  is  also  cheaper,  fishing  having  again  been  very 
favourable;  other  changes  include  an  advance  in  China 
crude  camphor,  cinnamon,  jaborandi,  soda  nitrate,  and  tur- 
pentine. Petroleum  has  sharply  advanced.  Carbolic  acid, 
English  castor  oil.  Senegal  acacia,  milk-sugar,  and  China 
wood  oil  ae  all  r.ioie  or  less  cheaper.  The  fear  of  a  coal 
strike  unsettles  business  generally  (p.  57). 
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ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  NEWS. 

When  sending-  newspapers  to  the  Editor  please  mark  the  items 
of  news  to  which  you  desire  to  call  his  attention. 


Brevities. 

Sir  David  Salomons  has  lent  to  the  Middlesex  Hospital, 
on  certain  conditions,  25  milligrams  of  crystallised  radium 
bromide  for  use  in  the  treatment  of  patients. 

The  National  Union  of  Assistant  Pharmacists  has  sub- 
mitted a  letter  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  De- 
partmental Committee  on  the  Jury  System  appealing  for 
relief  to  chemists. 

Twenty  members  of  the  London  Chemists'  Golfing 
Society  competed  for  the  prize  given  by  the  Hon. 
Treasurer  (Mr.  A.  Boyes),  which  was  won  by  Mr.  Hay 
Marshall,  who  also  obtained  the  monthly  medal. 

Two  cows  entered  the  pharmacy  of  Mr.  W.  R.  Maud, 
J.P.,  chemist  and  druggist,  Market  Place,  Pontefract,  on 
February  20.  The  animals  got  behind  the  counter  and 
upset  some  bottles,  besides  smashing  a  glass  case,  before 
they  were  ejected. 

The  Blackpool  Town  Council's  School  Attendance  Sub- 
Committee  is  applying  to  the  Board  of  Education  for  per- 
mission to  use  an  installation  for  producing  ultra-violet 
rays  at  a  cost  of  about  42Z.,  in  order  to  stamp  out  ring- 
worm among  school-children. 

A  Parliamentary  paper  on  industrial  poisoning 
(Cd.  6072),  issued  by  the  Home  Office  on  February  26, 
shows  that  755  cases  were  reported  in  1911,  against  573  in 
1910.  Of  these  49  terminated  fatally,  an  increase  of  one 
on  the  previous  year.  Lead-poisoning  was  responsible  for 
669  cases,  the  greatest  increase  being  among  car-painters. 
Mercury  and  arsenic  poisoning  was  reported  in  12  and  10 
cases  respectively. 

A  town  meeting  of  Brighton  tradesmen  was  held  on 
February  27,  at  which  a  big  majority  decided  that  Thurs- 
day was  the  most  suitable  for  the  weekly  half-day  closing. 
The  "  Sussex  Daily  News  "  stated  that  "  chemists  will  seek 
exemption,"  and  Mr.  0.  S.  Ashton  wrote  the  next  day  to 
correct  this  impression.  He  pointed  out,  however,  that 
the  public  will  still  be  able  to  secure  any  legitimate  medical 
requirements,  even  when  pharmacies  are  closed. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Governors  of  the  Cancer 
Hospital,  Fulham  Road,  London,  S.W.,  on  February  28, 
Dr.  Robert  Knox,  director  of  the  radio-therapeutic  depart- 
ment, stated  that  cases  of  cancer  treated  by  radium  might 
improve,  some  might  appear  to  be  cured;  but  up  to  the 
present  he  saw  no  indication  that  radium  will  take  the 
place  of  operative  measures  in  any  particular  case.  X-ray 
treatment  has,  he  said,  constituted  the  greater  proportion 
of  the  work  in  the  department,  and  benefit  has  resulted  in 
a  large  percentage  of  cases,  while  a  noticeable  result  is 
the  marked  relief  of  pain. 

The  Keeping  Properties  of  Tuberculin. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Medicine  held  last 
week  Dr.  A.  Latham  introduced  a  discussion  on  the  tuber- 
culin treatment  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  In  the  course 
of  the  discussion,  which  was  taken  part  in  by  Dr.  Nathan 
Raw,  of  Liverpool,  Dr.  W.  d'Este  Emery,  Dr.  A.  C. 
Inman,  and  others,  the  irnanimous  opinion  was  expressed 
that  tuberculin  T.R.  keeps  good  for  only  a.  very  short  time, 
and  that  fresh  dilutions  should  be  prepared  frequently. 
Dr.  Inman,  however,  pointed  out  that  tubercle  bacillary 
emulsion  was  much  more  permanent,  and  that  the  criticism 
applied  to  T.R.  did  not  apply  equally  to  the  B.E. 
Milk  and  Cream  Preservatives. 

In  1901  a  Departmental  Committee  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  made  certain  recommendations  as  to 
the  limitation  of  the  use  of  preservatives  in  food  (see 
C.  <£•  D.  Diary,  p.  445).  No  action  has  been  taken  up  to 
the  present.  The  Board  have  now  prepared  draft  regula- 
tions to  come  into  operation  on  June  1.  They  provide 
that  : 

No  person  shall  add,  or  order  or  permit  any  other  person 
to  add,  any  preservative  substance  to  milk  intended  for 
sale  for  human  consumption,  and  that  no  person  shall  sell 
or  expose  or  offer  for  sale,  or  have  in  his  possession  for  the 
purpose  of  sale,  any  milk  to  which  any  preservative  sub- 
stance has  been  added. 


As  to  cream,  no  person  shall  add,  or  order  or  permit  any 
other  person  to  add,  or  sell  (o)  any  thickening  substance  to 
cream  or  preserved  cream ;  (6)  any  preservative  substance 
to  cream  containing  less  than  40  per  cent,  by  weight  of  milk 
fat;  (c)  to  cream  containing  40  per  cent,  or  more  by  weight 
of  milk  fat  any  preservative  substance  other  than  (1)  boric 
acid,  borax,  or  a  mixture  of  those  preservative  substances; 
(2)  hydrogen  peroxide,  in  amount  not  exceeding  0.1  per 
cent,  by  weight. 

Every  seller  of  preserved  cream  will  be  required  in 
every  invoice,  bill,  advertisement,  trade-list,  or  other 
document  which  is  used  in  connection  with  the  sale  of 
preserved  cream,  to  describe  the  article  as  "  preserved 
cream  ( boracised ) , "  or  "preserved  cream  (peroxidised)," 
as  the  case  may  be.  This  provision  will  come  into  force 
on  January  1,  1913.  The  regulations  apply  also  to  im- 
ported milk  and  cream.  The  penalty  for  an  offence  is  up 
to  100L,  and  in  the  case  of  a  continuing  offence  a  further 
penalty  not  exceeding  50Z.  for  every  day  during  which  it  is 
continued. 

Royal  Society. 

The  following  have  been  selected  by  the  Council  of  the 
Society  for  recommendation  for  election  as  Fellows  : 

John  Oliver  Arnold,  Professor  of  Metallurgy,  Sheffield 
University. 

Charles  Glover  Barkla,  Professor  of  Physics  in  London 
University. 

Leonard  Cockayne,  Ph.D.,  who  has  acted  as  advisory 
botanist  to  the  Government  of  New  Zealand. 

Arthur  Leo  Dickson,  B.Sc,  a  mathematician,  Fellow  of 
Merton  College,  Oxford,  and  member  of  the  Council  of 
the  London  Mathematical  Society. 

Sir  Thomas  Little  Heath,  K.C.B.,  Se.D.  (Cantab.). 
Assistant  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  an  authority  on  mathe- 
matics, respecting  which  he  has  published  several  volumes. 

Humphrey  Owen  Jones,  D.Sc.  (London),  M.A.  (Cantab.), 
F.O.S.,  Jac'ksonian  Demonstrator  in  the  University  of  Cam- 
bridge and  Lecturer  of  Chemistry  at  Clare  College,  was 
associated  with  Sir  James  Dewar,  F.R.S.,  in  his  investiga- 
tion on  iron  and  metal  carbonyls,  and  has  published 
researches  on  the  stereo-chemistry  of  nitrogen  and  sulphur 
compounds. 

Thomas  R.  Lyie,  M.A.,  D.Sc,  Professor  of  Physics,  Mel- 
bourne University,  Victoria. 

William  McDougall.  M.D..  D.Sc,  formerly  Fellow  of  St. 
John's  College,  Cambridge,  Wilde  Lecturer  on  Psychology  in 
the  University  of  Oxford. 

Rudolf  Messel,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  President  of  the  Society  of 
Chemical  Industry,  was  the  originator  of  the  contact  method 
in  the  manufacture  of  sulphuric  acid. 

Benjamin  Moore,  M.A.,  D.Sc,  M.R.C.S.,  etc.,  Professor 
of  Bio-chemistry  in  the  University  of  Liverpool,  an  authority 
on  digestion,  secretion,  and  other  bio-chemical  subjects. 

Edward  Nettleship,  the  distinguished  oculist,  who  has  done 
much  original  work  on  problems.of  heredity. 

Robert  Newstead,  M.Sc,  Professor  of  Entomology  in  the 
Liverpool  University,  and  an  authority  on  parasitology, 
especially  in  its  relation  to  tropical  diseases. 

Admiral  Sir  Henry  J.  Oram,  K.C.B.,  Engineer-in-Chief  of 
the  Fleet,  an  authority  on  the  marine  steam-engine. 

George  Thurland  Prior.  M.A.,  D.Sc,  Oxford,  F.G.S., 
Keeper  of  the  Department  of  Minerals  in  the  British 
Museum. 

Reginald  Crundall  Punnett,  M.A..  Professor  of  Biology  in 
the  University  of  Cambridge. 

Birmingham  Notes. 

The  freehold  premises  of  Mr.  Foster,  offered  on  Tuesday 
last,  were  withdrawn,  bids  not  being  in  accordance  with, 
the  seller's  idea  of  the  present  value  of  the  property. 

There  are  being  advertised  a  number  of  scholarships  at 
the  Birmingham  University,  which  give  free  tuition  for 
three  or  four  yeans,  and  should  the  student  require  finan- 
cial help  as  well,  he  will  be  provided  with  30?.  per  annum, 
in  order  to  defray  part  of  his  personal  expenses. 

His  wife  has  presented  Mr.  Charles  Vernon  Thompson, 
chemist  and  druggist,  with  a  son.  In  conversation  with 
Mr.  Thompson's  father,  an  occasional  correspondent  learnt 
that  this  is  the  fourth  generation  living.  The  great-grand- 
father,  Mr.  Michael  Thompson,  had  a  successful  chemist's 
business  at  Bedworth,  which  is  now  carried  on  by  Mr. 
Oates.  He  is  now  in  a  feeble  state  of  health,  being 
confined  to  his  room. 

Ocular  demonstration  appeals  to  the  B.P.  as  to  other 
people,  and  in  one  of  the  leading  pharmacies  of  this  city 
on  a  ha.ndsome  case  in  the  centre  of  the  shop  is  a  stoppered 
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glass  cylinder  in  which  are  arranged  tiers  of  liquids  of 
different  densities  and  colours  and  no  doubt  odours.  Upon 
them  are  strata  of  powders,  coarse  and  fine,  all  repre- 
senting the  ingredients  of  a  well-known  article  of  com- 
merce.   It  is  a  striking  show. 

The  Shops  Act  is  causing  considerable  alarm  in  Birming- 
ham. The  Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association  has 
called  an  urgent  meeting  for  Wednesday  next.  Local 
assistants  are  endeavouring  to  thwart  the  designs  of  those 
who  would  get  Central  Birmingham  exempted,  stating  that 
if  the  shops  are  kept  open,  the  half-holiday  will  be 
irregular,  causing  loss  in  commission  on  sales  for  those  who 
mi6s  the  brisk  days,  and  that  they  could  take  no  part  in 
organised  or  collective  games. 

Analysts'  Affairs. 

The  203  samples  analysed  last  quarter  by  the  Camber- 
well  analyst  included  one  of  balsam  of  honey,  which  was 
found  to  be  genuine. 

Mr.  A.  R.  Tankard,  the  Hull  city  analyst,  having  applied 
to  have  his  salary  of  350/.  revised,  the  Sanitary  Com- 
mittee has  decided  to  advance  it  by  50/.  in  two  instal- 
ments of  25/.  annually. 

The  only  drug-sample  adversely  reported  ujxm  last 
quarter  by  the  Kent  county  analyst  was  one  of  liniment 
of  camphor,  which  was  53.8  per  cent,  deficient  in  camphor. 
The  analyst  adds  that  during  the  last  four  years  sixty-four 
specimens  in  all  have  been  purchased  for  analysis,  and 
with  only  this  exception  they  have  proved  satisfactory. 

The  appointment  of  an  analyst  was  discussed  by  the 
Health  Committee  of  St.  Helens  Town  Council  on  Febru- 
ary 21.  The  medical  officer  holds  the  appointment  at 
present,  but  under  pressure  from  the  Local  Government 
Board,  who  object  to  the  dual  office,  the  appointment 
expires  in  June.  After  considering  whether  anyone  in 
town  could  do  the  work  the  committee  decided  that  the 
Chairman  and  medical  officer  should  consider  the  matter 
and  report. 

The  Public  Health  Committee  of  the  Wandsworth 
Borough  Council,  after  considering  the  question  of  ap- 
pointing a  permanent  public  analyst  in  the  place  of  the 
late  Dr.  John  Muter,  are  of  opinion  that  the  Council 
would  derive  no  benefit  by  providing  its  own  laboratory 
and  appointing  a  whole-time  analyst.  The  Committee, 
therefore,  recommended  the  Council  to  continue  the  pre- 
sent practice,  and  require  the  analyst  to  provide  his  own 
laboratory,  chemicals,  assistants,  etc.,  to  analyse  up  to 
2,000  samples  per  annum.  The  proposed  salary  is  500/.  a 
year,  together  with  one  guinea  for  each  analysis  of  water, 
and  one  guinea  on  each  occasion  when  required  to  attend 
the  Police  Court.  The  Council  had  paid  463/.  10s.  for 
927  analyses  during  the  year.  The  Council  decided  to 
adopt  the  Committee's  suggestions,  and  to  advertise  for 
applications. 

Liverpool  Notes. 

It  is  reported  that  still  another  new  pharmacy  is  to 
be  opened  during  the  forthcoming  summer,  this  time  in  the 
Wallasey  district. 

Mr.  James  Marshall,  chemist  and  druggist,  W avert ree 
Boad,  has  recovered  from  his  recent  illness,  and 
is  now  "up  and  about"  again.  Although  he  has  turned 
the  allotted  three  score  years  and  ten,  he  still  sticks  to 
business. 

Local  retailers  are  experiencing  difficulty  in  obtaining 
some  of  the  leading  "  patents  "  which  are  put  up  in  bottles. 
The  local  wholesalers  are  cleared  of  these,  and  are  stated 
to  be  unable  to  obtain  fresh  supplies  of  bottles  from  the 
makers  owing  to  shortage  of  coal  on  account  of  the 
threatened  strike. 

An  interesting  presentation  took  place  at  the  School 
of  Pharmacy,  Colquitt  Street,  on  the  afternoon  of 
February  21.  when  the  students  presented  the  Principal. 
Mr.  H.  Humphreys  Jones,  with  a  solid  silver  cigarette- 
case  and  a  large  box  of  cigarettes  for  his  helpful  efforts 
on  their  behalf  during  the  winter  term. 

Apropos  of  the  meeting  of  Liverpool  chemists  at  which 
the  Shops  Act  was  discussed  (see  elsewhere  in  this  issue), 
Mr.  Martin  Hughes,  County  Road,  Walton,  has  written 
to  the  "Daily  Post7'  pointing  out  the  benefit  he  has 


experienced  from  closing  on  Thursday  afternoons  during 
the  past  ten  years.  The  only  way  in  which  suburban 
single-handed  pharmacists  can  benefit  by  the  Act  is  by  a 
closing-order. 

The  Liverpool  chemists  are  very  divided  re  the  Shops 
Act.  All  the  suburban  chemists  are  in  favour  of  a  Thurs- 
day half-holiday,  while  the  chemists  in  the  Abercromby 
division,  mainly  with  dispensing  businesses,  prefer  the 
Saturday,  as  they  mostly  close  already  at  4  P.M.  on  that 
week-day.  On  the  other  hand,  the  city  chemists  do  not 
want  a  half-day  closing,  as  the  arrival  of  the  Atlantic 
liners  affects  them  seriously,  and  a  big  Cunarder  disem- 
barking a  thousand  passengers  on  a  day  when  shops  are 
closed  would  be  disastrous  to  traders. 

At  the  Palais  Cinema  de  Luxe,  Lime  Street,  films  of 
exceptional  interest  to  chemists  have  been  shown.  One  of 
these  shows  a  poor  man  pawning  his  coat  in  order  to  get 
a  shilling  to  pay  for  a  written  prescription  for  his  aged 
mother  to  be  filled  at  a  "  Farmacia."  One  wondered  if 
a  real  chemist  was  acting  the  part,  but  this  was  soon  dis- 
pelled, as  very  little  secundum  artem  was  displayed  when 
the  medicine-bottle  came  to  be  wrapped  and  sealed. 
Another  film  illustrates  the  cultivation  of  rubber  in  the 
Malay  Peninsula,  from  the  sowing  of  the  seed  to  the 
coagulation  of  the  latex. 

This  winter  has  been  very  brisk  on  the  whole  for  the 
Liverpool  drug-trade.  One  chemist  is  showing  a  special 
chest  and  lung  tablet,  containing  liquorice-root,  cinnamon, 
capsicum,  and  oil  of  alpine  pine.  The  centre  of  the  win- 
dow contains  a  large  bottle  holding  20  lb.  of  these  lozenges, 
which  arrests  attention ;  and  the  bottom  of  the  window  is 
strewn  with  decorticated  liquorice-root,  sticks  of  liquorice- 
juice,  cinnamon,  and  a  liberal  sprinkling  of  cayenne-pods, 
which  by  their  bright  red  colour  rivet  the  attention.  A 
bottle  is  filled  with  oil  of  alpine  pine  at  one  side  of  the 
window,  the  other  side  has  a  bottle  to  match  containing 
essence  of  capsicum.  The  show  looks  well,  and  commands 
sales — 1  cwt.  of  the  tablets,  at  2d.  per  oz.  and  6d.  per 
\  lb.,  having  been  sold  so  far  this  winter. 

Contracts. 

Harrogate  Town  Council. — Jeyes'  Sanitary  Compounds 
Co.,  Ltd.,  for  one  year's  supply  of  disinfectants. 

Islington  Borough  Council. — Burt,  Boulton  &  Haywood, 
Ltd.,  for  an  annual  supply  of  disinfectants,  drain-testers, 
etc. 

London  County  Council. — For  supplies  of  chemicals,  etc., 
in  bottles  or  packets  up  to  December  31,  1912  :  F.  W. 
Berk  &  Co.,  Ltd.;  Burgoyne,  Burbidges  &  Co.;  John  J. 
Griffin  &  Sons.  Ltd.;  Harrington  Bros.,  Ltd.;  Johnson  & 
Sons ;  May  &  Baker,  Ltd. ;  Willows,  Francis,  Butler  & 
Thompson,  Ltd. 

Lewisham  Borough  Council. — For  annual  supplies  of 
disinfectants  :  Middleton  Bros.,  for  permanganate  of 
potash,  at  38s.  6d.  per  cwt.;  smoke  rockets,  4s.  3d.  per 
dozen;  chloros,  Is.  9gf/.  per  gal.;  formalin  (Schering's), 
Is.  4rf.  per  lb.  and  glycerin,  lid.  per  lb.  The  Sanitas 
Co.,  Ltd.,  for  drain-testers,  at  45*.  per  gross;  car- 
bolic acid  (No.  5),  1?.  Id.  per  gal.  ;  carbolic  powder  (15  per 
cent.),  3«.  3rf.  per  cwt.  ;  flowers  of  sulphur.  6s.  8r/.  per  cwt. 
Adcocks,  for  carbolic  powder  (10  per  cent.),  at  2s.  l^d.  per 
cwt.  The  Savannah  Chemical  Co.,  Ltd.,  soluble  sanitary 
fluid  (15  per  cent.),  at  7±d.  per  gal.  Burt,  Boulton  &  Hay- 
wood, Ltd..  for  soluble  sanitary  fluid  (25  per  cent.),  at 
8|-f/.  per  gal.  Jeyes'  Sanitary  Compounds  Co.,  Ltd.,  for 
cyllin,  at  3s.  6d.  per  gal. 

Manchester  Notes. 

There  seems  to  be  a  movement  on  foot  for  the  formation 
of  a  business  section  in  connection  with  the  local  Pharma- 
ceutical Association.  The  retail  members  of  a  progressive 
nature  should  seize  upon  the  opportunity  of  bringing  for- 
ward what  seems  to  be  a  decided  want. 

Shrove  Tuesday  at  the  University  was  as  usual  made 
a  boisterous  holiday.  Many  of  the  varied  costumes  were 
original,  the  "skits"  on  the  Insurance  Bill  and  "Lime- 
house  Juice"  being  particularly  clever.  Several  phar- 
macy students  were  noticed  in  the  procession.  Mr.  J. 
Cleworth,  pharmacist-photographer,  is  exhibiting  in  his 
window  a  large  number  of  photographs  of  the  students 
in  their  eccentric  attire. 
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Panopepton. 

At  the  Conway  Licensing  Sessions  on  February  16,  Miss 
Kate  N.  Horniblow,  chemist  and  druggist,  Clonmel  Street, 
Llandudno,  applied  for  a  licence  to  sell  medicated  wines. 
Mr.  R.  Chamberlain,  for  the  applicant,  said  that  local 
medical  men  were  constantly  giving  prescriptions  for 
panopepton,  which  preparation  could  be  sold  as  a  drug  if 
other  ingredients  were  mixed  with  it.  Some  of  the 
doctors  at  Miss  Horniblow's  request  had  prescribed  it 
with  glycerin,  or  some  other  harmless  substance,  but  it 
was  rather  undesirable  to  have  to  adopt  such  methods  in 
order  to  sell  what  is  being  prescribed  by  medical  men  as 
a  tonic.  Miss  Horniblow  said  it  was  only  within  the  last 
twelve  months  that  it  had  become  necessary  for  her  to 
apply  for  a  licence.  The  licence  duty  would  be  51.  a  year, 
so  that  there  would  not  be  much  profit  left.  The  applica- 
tion was  granted. 

A  Chemist's  Unusual  Hobby. 

In  an  interview  with  a  reporter  of  "  Lloyd's  News- 
paper,'" Mr.  John  R.  Kirkus,  chemist  and  druggist,  Hessle, 
who  retired  from  his  father's  business  in  1888  when  only 
forty-three  years  of  age,  stated  that  he  had  since 
taken  the  opportunity  of  indulging  his  liking  for  attend- 
ing law  courts.  As  he  holds  shares  in  seven  railway  com- 
panies and  being  very  fond  of  travelling,  Mr.  Kirkus 
has  also  made  a  practice  of  attending  railway  companies' 
meetings,  Parliamentary  Committees  at  Westminster,  and 
inspecting  new  railway  and  dock  works.  The  Nisi  Prius 
Courts  at  Assizes  are,  however,  his  favourite  resorts. 
He  has  been  in  every  assize  court  in  England,  his  record 
going  downwards  from  forty-two  assizes  at  Leeds.  He  has 
"appeared"  before  thirty-eight  judges,  and  since  1897 
has  travelled  on  an  average  7,000  miles  a  year  in  visiting 
assize  courts,  at  which  he  is  a  familiar  figure  invariably 
dressed  in  black.  Mr.  Kirkus  holds  a  very  high  opinion  of 
judges  and  the  Bar. 

Poison-licences . 

.  Mr.  Ernest  Robson,  seed-merchant,  27  The  Downs, 
Altrincham,  has  applied  to  the  Cheshire  County  Council 
for  a  poison-licence. 

'The  Faversham  Town  Council  have  granted  a  licence  to 
sell  agri-horticultural  poisons  to  Mr.  Thos.  Pye,  an 
employe  of  H.  S.  Tett  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  ironmongers. 

Prom  Various  Courts. 
At  Duffield  on  February  22,  George  Gardham,  wagoner, 
was  fined  5/.,  and  costs,  for  administering  drugs  to  his 
master's  horses.    Eight  horses  were  taken  ill  and  four 
died. 

At  Crewe  on  February  23,  Robert  Williams  was  sent  to 
prison  for  two  months'  hard  labour  for  loitering,  with 
intent  to  commit  a  felony,  in  the  doorway  of  the  pharmacy 
of  Mr.  A.  Galloway,  43  Nantwich  Road,  Crewe. 

The  Chatham  Bench,  on  February  22,  sent  to  a  refor- 
matory school  a  fourteen-year-old  errand-boy  named 
Edwin  Arthur  Dalton,  who  had  stolen  various  goods  to 
the  value  of  6s.  10J,(/.  from  his  employer,  Mr.  Arthur 
Stooke.  chemist  and  druggist,  166  High  Street,  Gilling- 
ham.  The  boy's  mother,  who  was  charged  with  receiving, 
v/as  discharged  with  a  caution. 

At  Tunbridge  Wells  on  February  26,  two  boys  were 
placed  under  probation  for  twelve  months  for  steaiing  per- 
fume valued  3s.  lOd.  from  the  shop  of  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs, 
Ph.C,  33  Mount  Pleasant,  Tunbridge  Wells.  Mr.  Hobbs 
said  that  a  system  of  mutual  exchange  of  stolen  goods 
existed  among  errand  boys.  The  stolen  goods  had  been 
given  to  a.  potman  in  exchange  for  a  ticket  to  a  picture 
palace  and  2d. 

At  the  Central  Criminal  Court  on  February  27,  the  Re- 
corder (Sir  Forrest  Fulton),  in  directing  the  jury  to  find  a 
true  bill  against  the  Seddons  (man  and  wife),  who  are 
accused  of  poisoning  a  Miss  Barrow  with  arsenic,  alluded 
to  the  strict  safeguards  which  chemists  observe  in  selling 
the  poison,  but  said  it  was  alarming  to  find  that  each  fly- 
paper purchased  by  the  prisoners'  daughter  contained  no 
less  than  fouT  grains  of  arsenic. 

A  farmer  named  Spearman  was,  at  Northleach  Petty 
Sessions  on  February  28,  fined  101.  and  costs  for  wilfully 
placing  poison  so  as  to  destroy  life.    Twenty- two  foxes 


and  nine  dogs  were  stated  to  have  been  killed  by  the 
poison,  which  was  placed  in  the  dead  bodies  of  birds.  A 
Cheltenham  chemist  said  he  had  sold  to  Spearman  510  grains 
of  strychnine  for  destroying  vermin  but,  overhearing  him 
threaten  to  destroy  all  the  foxes  in  the  country,  he  declined 
to  supply  him  with  any  more  poison. 

Poisoning  Fatalities. 
Of  the  three  deaths  reported  from  poisoning  during  the 
week,  carbolic  acid  was  used  for  suicidal  purposes  by 
Frank  Irving,  of  Liverpool.  Deceased  had  purchased  the 
poison  in  small  quantities  from  various  chemists  by  repre- 
senting that  it  was  required  for  a  gargle. — An  overdose  of 
morphine  accounted  for  the  accidental  death  at  Bitterne 
Park  of  H.  I.  Sanders,  ex-Mayor  of  Southampton. — Prussia 
acid  was  the  agent  used  for  self-destruction  by  an  unem- 
ployed Frenchman  named  Henry  Gaston  Cardeaux  (27),  of 
Tufnell  Park,  London,  N. 


IRISH  NEWS. 

When  sending  newspapers  to  the  Editor  please  mark  the  items 
of  news  to  which  you  desire  to  call  his  attention. 


Brevities. 

Mr.  Alfred  McBride.  Ph.C,  was  a  witness  in  a  case 
at  Dundalk  on  February  23,  when  John  McKeown  was 
charged  with  the  larceny  of  a  heifer,  Mr.  McBride  having 
bought  a  heifer  from  the  accused. 

The  Antrim  County  Council  met  on  Tuesday  to  appoint 
an  analyst  for  the  county.  Several  applications  have  been 
received,  but  the  Finance  Committee  recommended  a  post- 
ponement of  the  appointment  pending  the  consideration  of 
the  replies. 

The  Local  Government  Board  has  written  to  the  Rally- 
mena  Board  of  Guardians,  asking  whether  steps  have  been 
taken  to  appoint  a  permanent  analyst.  The  clerk  stated 
that  the  Guardians  offered  a  salary  of  18/.  per  annum,  but 
received  no  applications.  A  fee  of  4s.  per  sample  is  now' 
being  paid. 

During  March,  Irish  Boards  of  Guardians  will  make  the 
annual  contracts  for  the  supply  of  medicines  and  medical 
and  surgical  appliances  for  the  year  ended  March  31, 
1913.  Owing  to  the  liquidation  of  Messrs.  John  Clarke 
&  Co.,  Ltd.,  Belfast,  it  is  thought  that  there  will  be  less 
competition  this  year. 


SCOTTISH  NEWS. 

When  sending  newspapers  to  the  Editor  please  mark  the  items 
of  news  to  which  you  desire  to  call  his  attention. 


Edinburgh. 

There  has  been  a  big  run  recently  on  a  new  toilet- 
preparation,  and  local  chemists  have  been  unable  to  cope 
therewith,  because,  while  the  price  of  the  commodity  is 
somewhere  between  2s.  and  5s.,  customers  are  content  to 
demand  only  two-  or  threepenny  worth. 

"  Circumstances — and  other  things — undoubtedly  alter 
cases,"  says  a  correspondent.  "  When  we  received  two 
copies  of  "  Truth  '  the  other  day,  someone  remarked  that 
there  was  bad  management  somewhere.  But  after  glancing 
over  the  C.  A  D.  note,  considerable  enlightenment 
followed." 

Glasgow. 

Mr.  F.  Haldane,  chemist  and  druggist,  Garscube  Road, 
Glasgow,  is  removing  to  new  and  more  commodious  pre- 
mises a  few  doors  from  his  present  pharmacy. 

The  latest  price-list  issued  by  Messrs.  Cockburn  &  Co., 
Ltd. ,  chemists,  contains  the  names  and  addresses  of  some 
ninety  agents  appointed  to  carry  a  full  stock  of  the  com- 
pany's many  specialities. 

The  four  businesses  belonging  to  the  trustees  of  Mr. 
A.  H.  McNaught  were  recently  advertised  for  sale.  The 
shop  in  West  Blackhall  Street,  Greenock,  has  been  bought 
by  Mr.  Shaw,  chemist,  formerly  with  Messrs.  McNaught 
Bros.  ;  the  shop  in  Renfield  Street,  Glasgow,  only  recently 
opened,  has  been  closed,  and  the  other  two  pharmacies 
are  still  on  the  market. 
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FRENCH  NEWS. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Paris  Correspondent) 


The  Paris  Association  of  Manufacturers  of  Pharma- 
ceutical Preparations  has  just  appointed  officers  for  1912. 
The  President  is  Mons.  J.  Faure,  while  MM.  J.  Castanet 
(Courbevoie)  and  E.  Galbrun  are  Vice-Presidents.  Mons. 
A.  Landrin  is  General  Secretary.  Mons.  P.  Fumouze  acts 
as  Secretary  of  Sittings,  and  the  Treasurer  is  Mons.  L. 
Surun. 

Obituary. — The  death  is  announced  of  M.  Marius  Lex- 
treit,  head  of  the  analytical  chemistry  laboratory  at  the 
Paris  School  of  Pharmacy  since  1883.  He  was  born  at 
Aubonas  (Ardeehe)  in  1830,  and  had  been  connected  with 
tho  School  since  1872 ;  in  1874  he  was  appointed  head 
pharmacist  of  the  Hospital  St.  Antoine,  and  lived  for 
years  in  that  busy  working-class  quarter  of  Paris. 

Pharmacist  Poisoned. — A  correspondent  at  Tarbes,  in 
the  South  of  France,  announces  the  tragic  death  by 
poisoning  of  M.  Dantin,  a  pharmacist  of  that  town,  last 
Monday  night.  He  was  dispensing  a  prescription  contain- 
ing poison  when  in  course  of  the  manipulation  some  of  the 
liquid  was  squwied  so  awkwardly  and  suddenly  that  the 
pharmacist  involuntarily  swallowed  a  small  quantity.  He 
immediately  gave  himself  an  injection  of  morphine,  but 
death  supervened  within  a  very  short  time. 

Paris  Society  of  Pharmacy. — At  the  February  meeting 
"in!  President,  M.  Prudhomme,  referred  to  the  recent 
and  somewhat  sudden  death  of  M.  Lextreit,  and  to  the 
"kindness  of  heart  and  erudition  which  their  late  col- 
league hid  under  a  somewhat  rugged  [fruste]  exterior." 
Professor  Grimbert  communicated  a  note  by  M.  Leclerc 
relative  to  the  volumetric  estimation  of  alkaloids  in 
■\ tracts,  with  iodeosine  as  an  indicator.  He  also  pre- 
dated the  results  of  experiments  made  in  collaboration 
with  Mons.  J.  Morel  with  a  view  of  determining  not  only 
Uir  real,  but  also  the  absolute  phosphatic  and  organic 
acidity  of  urine.  Professor  Bourquelot  reported  on  the 
search  by  M.  Brunei  for  a  process  of  obtaining  menthol 
synthetically.  M.  Meillere  asked  the  opinion  of  the  Society 
as  to  the  prosecution  of  pharmacists  keeping  in  stock 
fluid  extracts  for  making  medicated  wines.  MM.  P.  E. 
Thibault,  Goris,  Jaboin,  Grimbert,  and  Dumesnil  joined 
in  the  discussion  of  the  legal  aspects  of  the  matter,  and 
n  that  regard  Professor  Bourquelot  explained  that  the 

•  Society  could  do  nothing.  He  thought  the  best  way  to 
lea]  with  M.  Meillere's  question  as  to  the  strength  of  the 
sxtracts  was  to  lay  it  before  the  Permanent  Codex  Com- 
mittee. The  idea  mooted  by  some  of  his  colleagues  of 
drawing  up  a  general  formulary  to  complete  the  Codex 
would  be  without  result  for  the  same  reason — lack  of 
■official  sanction.  On  his  motion  MM.  Meillere,  Thibault, 
and  Jaboin  were  appointed  to  draw  up  a  report  on  the 
matter  to  be  discussed  at  one  of  the  meetings,  then  sent 

'■to  the  Codex  Committee.  1  append  an  abstract  of  the 
Annual  report. 

The  report,  after  referring  to  the  deaths  of  M.  Adrian 
and  M.  Albeit  Derneville  (Brussels),  states  that  the  new 
resident  members  are  MM.  Jaboin  (a  Parisian  retailer), 
Michel,  Delopine  (one  of  the  younger  professors  at  the  school, 

-  .son-in-law  of  Dr.  Uorveaux,  the  librarian),  and  Leroux.  The 
■corresponding  members  elected  during  the  year  were  MM. 
Allard  (Dijon)  and  Ferrier  (Vitre),  Mr.  Peter  MacEwan 
(editor  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist),  Senor  D.  Jose  Car- 
raoido  (Dean  of  the  Madrid  Faculty  of  Pharmacy),  M. 
Blomquist  (President  of  the  Swedish  Pharmacists'  Society), 
and  Mr.  Van  Hulsebosch.  of  the  Hague.  One  important 
event  of  the  year  was  the  first  meeting  of  the  Permanent 

'Codex  Committee.  Many  of  the  members  of  this  body  also 
belong  to  the  Society,  and  the  collaboration  thus  established 
■can  only  give  the  happiest  results.  The  scientific  work  of 
he  Society  included  papers  by  M.  Breteau  and  Professor 
•Grimbert  on  opium  and  morphine,  pyramidon.  kola,  pepsin, 
and  numerous  other  items  of  the  new  Codex.  M.  Aubert 
had  exhibited  a  new  double  dosimetric  spoon.  M.  Dumesnil 
a.  large  bottle  for  simultaneously  tilling  six  vials,  M.  Deles- 

•irac  an  aseptic  vesicatory,  and  M.  Bourdon  had  given  hints 

•on  the  preparation  of  ovules.  Among  the  questions  of  adul- 
teration which  had  been  raised  were  mustard-seed  (Pro- 
fessor Doumergue),  belladonna  powder,  and  saffron  (M. 
Gallois).    The  award  of  the  Hanbury  Medal  to  M.  Leger, 

>ihe  election  of  M.  Moureu  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  the 


nomination  of  M.  Collin  as  Chevalier  of  the  Legion  of 
Honour,  of  M.  Leprince  as  Officer,  of  Professor  Haller  as 
Commander,  were  among  the  events  of  the  past  year  of 
which  the  Society  is  justly  proud. 


A  Pharmacist  at  Barrosa. 

Visitors  to  last  year's  military  pageant  will  remember  the 
mimic  representation  of  the  battle  of  Barrosa,  in  which 
figured  the  identical  colours  carried  by  the  British  regiments 
on  March  5,  1811,  and  the  French  eagle  captured  by  Sergeant 
Masterman.  Curiously  enough,  one  of  the  contemporary 
accounts  of  this  minor  incident  of  the  great  Peninsular 
campaign  is  from  the  pen  of  a  French  pharmacist.  Antoine 
Fee  marched  with  Soult's  army  across  the  whole  of  Spain, 
and  only  halted  definitely  under  the  walls  of  Cadiz.  For  in 
1810  this  little  peninsula,  where  the  Junta  had  taken  refuge, 
was  one  of  the  very  few  spots  of  Spanish  soil  which  could  yet 
claim  its  independence — a  privilege  assured  by  "  a  multitude 
of  English  vessels  and  gunboats,"  the  pharmacist  said,  "  cover- 
ing the  bay  and  firing  on  "  his  comrades  without  any  very 
serious  result.  The  first  night,  Fee  tells  us,  he  lodged  at 
Puerto  Real,  where  he  was  hospitably  received  by  "  a  Spanish 
pharmacist — one  of  the  few  inhabitants  who  had  not  fled — 
in  his  wasted  home."  At  daybreak  on  February  6  he  set  out 
for  Chiclana,  where  Marshal  Victor  had  his  head-quarters. 
This  town  of  7,000  inhabitants  represented  the  extreme  lett 
of  the  French  position ;  it  is  about  twenty-five  miles  from 
Cadiz,  and  was  in  time  of  peace  popular  as  a  summer  resort 
among  the  merchants  of  the  great  seaport.  Fee  was  billeted 
on  the  Mayor  of  the  town  with  his  assistant  pharmacist.  The 
house  was  not  a  large  one,  but  they  were  very  comfortable, 
in  spite  of  the  patriotic  and  anti-French  sentiments  of  their 
host.  The  fact  is,  he  had  two  daughters,  and  made  no  secret 
of  his  preference  for  non-combatant  officers  as  the  least 
objectionable  items  of  the  forces  of  the  Emperor.  Prepara- 
tions were  made  for  a  permanent  investment,  earthworks 
thrown  up,  a  huge  camp  formed,  and  a  hospital  organised, 
where  Fee  was  kept  moderately  busy.  There  were  occasional 
skirmishes  and  some  sickness,  but  the  most  alarming  feature 
was  the  morale  of  the  troops.  The  inaction,  so  welcome  to 
Fee  (who  passed  his  leisure  hours  in  the  study  of  Spanish 
literature  or  in  botanising),  weighed  heavily  on  the  soldiers, 
insufficiently  protected  from  the  burning  sun  and  chill  nights, 
and,  above  all,  deprived  of  all  news  from  home ;  for  the 
British  held  the  sea  and  the  guerillas  lay  in  wait  for  convoys 
on  every  road  through  Spain.  "  The  army  might  beat  the 
Spanish  and  hold  the  English  in  check,"  writes  Fee,  "but  it 
was  gradually  vanquished  by  a  more  terrible  enemy — ennui." 
The  men  became  irritable  and  homesick,  and  only  "  became 
themselves  again  on  a  day  of  battle."  The  longed-for  day 
of  combat — the  fight  known  in  England  as  Barrosa,  but  to  the 
French  as  the  battle  of  Chiclana — only  came  after  over  a 
year's  wearisome  waiting.  On  March  5,  1811,  some  18,000 
troops  "  of  whom  about  half  were  English,  under  General 
Graham,"  endeavoured  to  raise  the  siege.  The  French  had  a 
hard  struggle  and  "one-third  of  these  heroic  troops,"  says 
Fee,  "  were  put  out  of  action."  On  the  morrow  (March  6) 
Villate  arrived  with  reinforcements  and,  the  next  day,  the 
English  and  Spanish  retired.  "  The  allied  army,"  remarks 
Fee,  "  was  received  in  Cadiz  as  victorious,  but  had  lost  three 
flags  and  four  cannons.  It  carried  off  [the  French]  General 
Ruffin,  mortally  wounded,  and  the  eagle  of  the  8th  "  (above 
alluded  to).  He  incidentally  adds  that  the  Spanish  history 
he  read  ascribed  the  victory  to  that  nation,  and  "  made  no 
mention  of  the  English,  who  were  nevertheless  the  only  ones 
to  stand  firm."  "During  this  terrible  moment,"  continues 
the  pharmacist,  "what  did  I  do.  and  my  comrades?  We 
were  surrounded  by  wounded,  dying,  and  mutilated  men,  and 
had  our  troops  been  beaten,  we  should  have  been  taken 
prisoners  with  the  wounded.  What  a  day  is  a  day  of  battle 
for  the  sanitary-service  officer  !  During  action,  the  soldier 
received  from  his  officers  an  example  of  courage,  their  sense 
of  duty  exalts  them  both :  intoxicated  with  the  smell  of  pow- 
der, they  lose  all  sangfroid.  The  non-combatant  must  keep 
his  head,  he  cannot  take  part  in  the  fighting,  he  only  sees 
its  miseries.  The  most  war-loving  monarch  would  be  cured 
by  being  led  into  an  ambulance  and  compelled  to  remain 

there  "    At  the  end  of  the  day  the  operating  surgeon 

and  his  pharmaceutical  assistant  are  astonished  to  find  them- 
selves still  valid.  They  have  seen  such  breakage  and  mutila- 
tion that  they  doubt  of  the  integrity  of  their  own  organs. 
After  seeing  men  fall  under  the  steel  like  corn  before  the 
sickle,  it  seems  to  them  that  they  are  only  yielding  loose 
bodies,  incapable  of  resisting  the  least  shock.  It  should  be 
remembered  that  previous  to  the  Red  Cross  Convention, 
pharmacists  and  surgeons  were  made  prisoners  of  war.  Fee 
had,  but  a  few  months  before  the  battle,  met  his  fellow 
pharmacist  Blaze,  who  had  long  languished  as  a  captive  in 
the  hulks  of  Cadiz,  within  sight  of  his  comrades,  and  finally 
escaped. 
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SOUTH  AFRICAN  NEWS. 

(From  "C.  &  D."  Correspondents.) 
"  The  Chemist  and   Druggist "  is  regularly  supplied  by  order 
to  all  the  members  of  the  seven  Societies  and  Associations  of 
Chemists  in  British  South  Africa,  as  well  as  to  other  chemists 
in  business  there. 


The  Union. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  has  decided  to  discon- 
tinue the  sale  to  the  public  of  certain  chemicals,  including 
sodium  arsenite,  poison  for  the  destruction  of  vermin,  and 
potassium  cyanide. 

Orange  Free  State. 

Business  Enterprise. — Messrs.  Lennon,  Ltd.,  of  Bloem- 
fontein,  have  supplied  their  Orange  Free  State  representa- 
tive with  a  15-h.p.  Rover  motor-car,  for  use  on  his 
journeys. 

Transvaal. 

Trade-mark  Prosecution. — At  "  C  "  Court,  Johannes- 
burg, last  month,  Mr.  Walker  Pole,  chemist,  Braamfon- 
tein,  was  fined  20Z.  for  using  the  bottles  of  Messrs.  L. 
Rose  &  Co.,  89  Worship  Street,  London,  E.C.,  for 
beverages  of  his  own  manufacture.  For  the  defence,  it 
was  stated  that  it  -was  not  known  that  the  bottles  are  a 
registered  trade-mark.  The  bottles  bore  defendant '6  own 
labels. 

Cricket. — The  annual  cricket-match  between  an  eleven 
of  the  Transvaal  Chemists'  Athletic  Club  and  fifteen  "  Old 
Crock  "  members  of  the  Club  was  played  at  Mayfair, 
Johannesburg,  on  January  28.  Mr.  Easterbrook  (Presi- 
dent of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  the  Transvaal)  and 
Mr.  King  selected  the  *l,Qrocks,V  among  whom  were 
several  past-Presidents  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 


The  names  are  (from  loft  to  right) — Top  Row  :  Messrs.  Collins, 
Cross,  Wheildon,  Keir,  Anderson.  Second  Row  :  Macdoaald, 
Main,  Purnell,  Easterbrook,  Sanderson.  Third  Row  :  William- 
son, King,  Hull,  Jones,  West,  Hetherington. 

After  a  most  enjoyable  game,  the  "Old  'Uns  "  had  to 
retire,  beaten  by  36  runs.  However,  they  proved  that 
cricket  is  not  a  lost  art,  even  in  advancing  years.  The 
bowling  of  Mr.  Purnell.  who  took  6  wickets  for  92,  the 
batting  of  Mr.  Easterbrook  (45  runs),  Main  (33),  and 
Jones  (21),  and  the  smart  catches  by  Anderson  end  Mac- 
donald  were  outstanding  features.  Mr.  J.  Sanderson  (Pro- 
vident of  the  Club)  and  Mr.  Cross  (Hon.  Secretary  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society)  officiated  as  umpires,  and 
materially  assisted  in  the  day's  enjoyment. 


Business  Item.— Mr.  R.  McGeorge  has  joined  Mr.  L. 
A.  Howse  in  his  recently  opened  pharmacy  at  Nairobi., 
and  the  firm  will  now  be  conducted  under  the  name  of 
L.  A.  Howse  and  R.  McGeorge.  Mr.  McGeorge  has  been 
for  a  considerable  number  of  years  in  Johannesburg,  and 
during  1909  and  1911  was  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  the  Transvaal.  He  received  his  earlv 
pharmaceutical  training  with  Messrs.  Duncan,  Flockhart 
&  Co.  and  H.  C.  Baildon  &  Co.,  Edinburgh.  After  quali- 
fying, he  gained  further  experience  for  a  few  years  with 
Messrs.  Davies  &  Shepheard,  Chester,  before  emigrating 
to  South  Africa.  Mr.  Howse  hails  from  Margate,  andA 
passed  the  Minor  examination  in  April  1903. 


INDIA  AND  THE  EAST. 

(From  the  *'  C.  &  D.'  Correspondents.) 


Dr.  Lowe  Min  Tze,  who  has  a  pharmacy  at  15  Honan- 
Road,  Shanghai,  has  hung  a  black-and-white  banner  above 
the  door  of  his  pharmacy  bearing  the  legend,  "  God  save 
our  President"  (i.e.  Sun  Yat  Sen).  Its  exact  meaning  is,. 
however,  intelligible  to  a  few  only  of  the  passing  throng. 

New  Companies. — Among  the  new  joint-stock  companies 
registered  in  Calcutta  during  December  1911  is 
the  Dental  Supply  Co.,  manufacturing  and  dealing  in 
surgical  and  dental  appliances,  with  a  capital  of 
Rs.  1,00,000;  also  the  Calcutta  Paint,  Colour  and  Varnish. 
Works,  with  a  capital  of  Rs.  3,00,000. 

Burma  Lac. — On  December  12,  at  a  deferred  meeting, 
of  the  shareholders  of  the  Burma  Lac  Refinery,  Ltd.,  it, 
was  agreed  to  surrender  to  the  company  25  per  cent,  of  the- 
rights  accruing  to  them  under  the  articles  of  association. 
It  has  been  further  arranged  that  the  patentee,  Mr.  Frey- 
muth,  in  consideration  of  the  Burma  Lac  Refinery  giving; 
up  its  option  on  the  present  rights  outside  Burma,  for- 
goes the  company's  royalties  and  fees,  etc.,  hitherto  accru- 
ing to  him  under  existing  agreements. 


COLONIAL  AND  FOREIGN  NEWS. 


Canadian  Medical  Reciprocity. — The  Quebec  Legis- 
lature Committee  approved  on  February  14  of  a  Bill  pro- 
viding for  reciprocity  with  regard  to  the  practice  of. 
medicine  throughout  the  provinces.  This  may  induce 
more  favourable  consideration  by  pharmacists  of  phar- 
maceutical reciprocity. 

Radio- Active  Preparations. — The  Austrian  Govern- 
ment has  decided  that  m  future  these  preparations  may 
only  be  sold  in  pharmacies,  and  only  upon  a  physician's, 
prescription.  The  sale  for  internal  use  of  radio-active 
solutions  containing  barium  is  forbidden.  It  is  also  for- 
bidden to  advertise  these  preparations  in  the  daily  papers 
as  cures  for  diseases,  or  to  print  on  the  labels  or  wrappers 
of  the  containers  notices  regarding  their  alleged  wonder- 
ful effects. 

Mr.  John  Rogers,  Manager  of  the  Abbey  Effervescent 
Salt  Co.,  Montreal,  was  burnt  to  death  in  a  fire  which, 
occurred  in  the  offices  on  February  13.  Mr.  Rogers  was 
apprenticed  to  Lyman,  Savage  &  Co.,  and  afterwards  filled 
a  position  with  Evans,  Sons  &  Mason  for  thirty-three- 
years.  He  became  manager  of  the  Abbey  Effervescent- 
Salt  Co.  in  1903.  He  held  the  rank  of  Major  in  the  Prince- 
of  Wales's  Regiment. 

Artificial    Rubber. — A    Renter's    message    from  St. 
Petersburg,  dated  February  23,  states  that  M.  Ostromislen- 
sky,  of  the  Imperial  Technical  School,  Moscow,  has,  while- 
studying  the  properties  of  benzol,  discovered  an  artificial: 
substitute  closely  resembling  rubber.    Ultra-violet  rays  are- 
stated  to  play  an  important  part  in  the  polymerisation^ 
process.    The  price  ( ?  cost)  of  production  is  stated  to  be- 
23    roubles    per    pood,    or    about    Is.    3£rf.    per  lb.. 
As  natural  rubber  can  be  produced  at  Is.  per  lb.,  even  if/ 
the  new  product  justifies  preliminary  accounts,  it  ls  not 
likely  to  oust  the  former.    The  repeated  syntheses  of  arti- 
ficial rubber  announced  have  made   manufacturers  and 
dealers  sceptic?.!  on  this  side. 


Index    Folio  318 


March  2,  1912 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


39 


LEGAL  REPORTS. 


TRADE  LAW. 

Aerated-water  Bottles.  — From  time  to  linn-  ai-nited- 
•water  manufacturers  have  endeavoured  to  havo  it  established 
that  shopkeepers  who  supply  paraffin  oil,  turpentine,  and 
similar  articles  of  disagreeable  odour  in  aerated-water 
bottles  handed  over  to  them  by  the  customers  for  the  pur- 
pose are  personally  liable  to  the  manufacturers  for  injury. 
This  is  not  the  opinion  of  Sheriff  Guy,  of  Edinburgh,  who, 
in  a  case  against  a  drysalter  brought  before  him  by  a  local 
aerated-water  manufacturer  recently,  dismissed  the  action, 
saying  that  when  a  member  of  the  public  went  to  defender's 
shop  for  parafhn  oil,  producing  one  of  pursuer's  bottles  to 
hold  it  in,  he  did  not  consider  that  this  was  use  of  pursuer's 
bottles  by  the  defender.  Defender's  customers  might  ask 
to  havo  the  oil  put  in  any  vessel  they  chose,  and  it  was  not 
for  defender  to  consider  to  whom  the  bottle  belonged. 

Sole  Ag-ency.--  In  (he  City  of  London  Court,  before  Mr. 
Registrar  Wild  on  February  23,  Beryl  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  sued 
Mr.  G.  F.  Watts,  Brockley  Road,  for  1/.  5s.  4(7.  for  Empress 
gold  paint  supplied.  The  defendant  admitted  having  the 
gold  paint,  but  upon  the  order  it  was  stated  that  he  was 
to  be  the  sole  agent  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  plaintiffs' 
representative  said  that  was  so.  The  defendant  proved  to 
the  Court  that  the  paint  was  also  sold  in  an  adjoining  shop. 
When  ho  found  this  out  he  returned  the  paint,  carriage 
paid.  The  Registrar  said  that  it  was  the  plaintiffs'  duty  to 
•  oontrol  the  wholesale  agent  if  they  appointed  a  trader  sole 
agent  for  a  particular  neighbourhood.  If  they  told  a  man 
who  Ixmght  goods  they  would  make  him  a  sole  agent,  there 
was  no  excuse  if  someone  else  in  the  neighbourhood  sold 
the  plaint  ill's'  goods.  The  plaintiffs  had  appointed  the  de- 
fendant as  their  sole  agent,  and  they  ought  to  see  that 
nobody  else  sold  their  goods  in  that  neighbourhood.  Judg- 
ment was  entered  for  the  defendant,  with  costs  for  himself 
and  witness. 

Agents  and  "Passing-off"  Actions.— On  Friday,  Feb- 
ruary 23,  Mr.  Justice  Pickford,  in  the  King's  Bench  Division, 
ti<  . nil  legal  arguments  arising  out  of  the  findings  of  the 
siK-cial  jury  in  the  case  of  the  Dental  Manufacturing  Co. 
v.  C.  de  Trey  &  Co.,  which  was  reported  in  the  C.  <i-  D., 
February  10,  index  folio  215.  The  action  was  in  regard  to 
a  dental  spittoon,  and  !il>el  contained  in  a  circular  issued 
by  the  defendants,  as  set  forth  in  our  report.  The  jury  had 
found  100/.  for  the  plaintiffs  on  the  alleged  libel  and  100/. 
for  the  defendants  on  their  counterclaim.  Mr.  Duke,  K.C., 
M.F.,  now  addressed  the  Court  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiffs, 
ind  Mr.  Shearman,  K.C.,  for  the  defendants.  His  Lordship, 
in  giving  judgment,  said  there  was  a  high  authority,  which 
he  would  have  to  follow,  that  laid  it  down  that  an  exclusive 
agent  could  not  maintain  an  action  for  "  passing-off."  It 
had  l>een  contended  by  the  defendants  that  the  get-up  of 
the  plaintiffs'  article  was  such  that  it  had  become  so  asso- 
oiated  with  the  defendants'  goods  that  they  could  maintain 
an  action  for  the  disturbance  of  their  business.  He  thought, 
however,  that  the  defendants  could  not  maintain  their 
action,  and  there  must  therefore  be  judgment  for  the  plain- 
tiffs for  100/.  on  the  claim  and  also  in  their  favour  on  the 
counterclaim,  with  costs.  A  stay  of  execution  with  a  view 
to  an  appeal  was  granted  to  the  defendants. 

Exhibits  of  Optical  Goods  at  the  Festival  of  Empire, 
which  was  held  at  the  Crystal  Palace  last  year,  were  the 
subject  of  an  action  brought  by  Mr.  R.  S.  Newman,  optician, 
72  Oxford  Street.  W.,  against  the  Earl  of  Plymouth  and 
Air.  11.  W.  Matthews,  who  were  sued,  as  representatives  of 
"tho  Council  of  the  Exhibition,  for  damages  for  breach  of 
contract.  The  plaintiff  took  a  stand  at  the  Exhibition  on 
•condition  that  he  should  have  the  exclusive  right  to  exhibit 
and  sell  optical  goods,  but  subsequentlv  space  was  let  to  Mr 
M.  B.  Bloom  for  a  similar  exhibit.  The  case  was  argued 
bv  Mr.  F.  Russell.  K.C.,  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiff,  and  by 
Mr.  Mickletn.  K.C..  on  behalf  of  the  defendants.  In  the 
course  of  tho  hearing  Mr.  Newman  stated  that  he  assessed 
the  damages  that  he  had  suffered  owing  to  the  alleged 
breach  of  contract  at  from  700/.  to  1,000/.  His  Lordship,  in 
giving  judgment  for  the  plaintiff,  said  that  in  his  opinion 
the  agreement  entered  into  by  Bloom,  giving  him  a  modified 
right  to  sell,  tho  right  of  entering  into  contracts  for  sale, 
was  a  breach  of  the  monopoly  intended  to  be  conferred, 
and  in  fact  conferred,  upon  the  plaintiff  by  his  contract. 
That  B'oom's  competition  was  active  was  undeniable.  The 
plaintiff  put  his  damages  at  a  verv  high  figure,  but  his  Lord- 
ship did  not  think  that  he  had  established  the  figures  sug- 
gested. Bloom,  on  his  own  admission,  did  business  for 
nearly  1,000/.,  and  he  must  naturallv  assume  that  a  sub- 
stantial part  of  that  business— it  might  be  the  bulk  of  it- 


would  havo  gone  to  the  plaintiff.  His  Lordship  thought  the 
plaintiff  had  made  out  damage  to  the  extent  of  350'.,  and 
there  would  bo  judgment  for  that  amount,  with  costs. 


High  Court  Cases. 

Unless  when  otherwise  stated  these  case*  have  been  heard  in  the 
High  Court  of  Justice,  London, 

Sale  of  H.ematogen. 

In  the  Chancery  Division,  before  Mr.  Justice  Eve  on  Fri- 
day, February  23,  the  case  of  Akticngesellschaft  Hommel's 
Hiematogen  v.  A.  Hommel,  jun.,  and  others,  was  again 
mentioned.  The  plaintiffs  ask  for  an  injunction  to  pre- 
vent the  defendants  fronTusing  the  name  "  Hommel  "  in 
connection  with  their  hsematogen.  The  defendants  are  a 
company  registered  in  this  country,  and  it  will  be  remem- 
bered that  a  delay  was  caused  in  the  case  through  an 
affidavit  coming  from  Switzerland  with  the  signature  of 
the  Consul  instead  of  that  of  the  deponent  attached  to  it. 

Mr.  Kerley,  who,  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiffs,  mentioned 
the  case  on  February  23,  said  that  this  is  an  action  with 
regard  to  alleged  passing-off,  and  tho  matter  was  one  of 
great  urgency.  A  fortnight  previously  the  matter  had 
been  stood  over  for  a  fortnight  upon  terms  that  the  de- 
fendants were  to  do  their  best  to  hand  in  their  evidence 
by  Tuesday,  February  20.  They  had  not  yet  given  them 
any  evidence.  He  knew  it  was  coming,  but  he  wished  to 
expedite  matters  as  much  as  possible. 

Mr.  Sebastian,  for  the  defendants,  said  he  thought  that 
this  matter  of  the  evidence  was  rather  a  sham  fight.  They 
had  brought  the  gentleman  concerned  over  from  Germany, 
and  his  clients  had  been  working  night  and  day  to  get 
the  evidence  ready.  He  hoped  it  would  be  ready  by 
Tuesday,  February  27. 

An  order  was  made  to  have  the  completed  affidavits 
delivered  on  that  date. 

Mr.  Kerley  :  Will  my  friend  give  us  what  is  ready 
to-day  ? 

Mr.  Justice  Eve  :  Oh,  certainly.  My  order  is  that  it  be 
completed  by  Tuesday. 

Spectacle-cleaners. 

In  the  Court  of  Appeal  on  Monday,  February  26,  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  and  Lords  Justices  Moulton  and 
Buckley  completed  the  hearing  of  the  appeal  in  Jones  Bros., 
Ltd.,  v.  the  Anglo-American  Optical  Co.  from  a  judg- 
ment of  Mr.  Justice  Swinfen  Eady  regarding  alleged  in- 
fringement by  the  defendant  company  of  the  plaintiffs' 
selvyt  lens-cleaners.  (See  C.  &  D.  1911,  II.,  706,  and 
February  24,  index  folio  287.) 

Mr.  Colefax  having  addressed  the  Court  on  behalf  of  the 
appellants,  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  without  calling  upon 
counsel  for  the  respondents,  dismissed  the  appeal.  He 
said  that  the  claim  put  forward  by  the  plaintiffs  went  far 
beyond  anything  he  had  ever  seen  or  heard  of  in  what 
was  called  a  "  passing-off  "  case.  It  was  the  fact  that 
the  material  which  both  parties  used  was  a  material  which 
anybody  could  use  to  make  dusters  or  anything  else. 
Having  carefully  considered  the  evidence,  he  thought  the 
defendants  had  acted  with  perfect  propriety,  and  there 
was  not  the  slightest  reason  for  suggesting  that  they  had 
sought  to  apply  to  themselves  the  plaintiffs'  reputation, 
or  to  "sail  close  to  the  wind."  He  could  see  no  evidence 
that  the  defendants'  goods  were  "  got  up  "  so  as  to  be 
calculated  to  deceive,  or  any  satisfactory  evidence  that 
anybody  handling  the  goods  was  in  fact  deceived.  The 
Lords  Justices  also  delivered  judgments  dismissing  the 
appeal. 

Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Acts  (Ireland). 

Sheep-dip. 

At  the  Fermoy  (co.  Cork)  Petty  Sessions  on  Feb- 
ruary 26,  before  Mossrs.  J.  M.  Dickson,  R.M.  (in  the 
chair),  R.  Rea,  Thos.  Magnier,  H.  S.  Daniels,  and  E.  J. 
Quinlan,  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  Dublin, 
sued  Mrs.  Annie  Quinlan,  shopkeeper,  Glanworth,  and  her 
daughter,  Josephine  Quinlan,  for  three  breaches  of  the 
Acts,  viz.  :  (1)  Against  Mrs.  Quinlan  for  keeping  open  shop 
on  November  2,  1911,  at  Glanworth,  for  the  retailing  or 
dispensing  poisons  within  the  meaning  of  the  Poisons 
Act,  1870,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  Pharmacy 
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Act  (Ireland),  1875,  Section  30,  defendant  not  being  a 
person  properly  qualified  in  that  behalf  according  to  law; 
(2)  against  Mrs.  Quinlan  "for  selling  by  retail  white 
arsenic,  which  formed  part  of  Biggs'  Paste  Dip,  to  Ser- 
geant Caldbeck,  without  labelling  it  with  her  name  and 
address,  and  not  entering  the  sale  in  a  book  as  required 
by  Section  2  of  the  Act  "  ;  (3)  against  Miss  Josephine 
Quinlan,  for  having  sold  the  poison  to  the  sergeant. 

Mr.  Meek  (of  Messrs.  A.  &  J.  Robinson,  Stephen's 
Green,  Dublin,  solicitors  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Ireland)  appeared  for  the  prosecution  ;  and  the  defen- 
dants were  represented  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Magnier,  solicitor, 
Fermoy. 

Mr.  Meek  6aid  he  had  had  a  conversation  with  Mr. 
Magnier,  and  the  latter  proposed  to  plead  guilty  to  the 
first  summons  on  behalf  of  his  client.  The  Society  would 
be  content  with  that,  and  would  withdraw  the  other  two 
summonses.  This  "  Biggs'  Paste  Dip  "  was  a  very 
poisonous  substance,  containing  16  per  cent,  of  arsenic 
(reckoned  as  metallic),  and  he  understood  that  there  had 
been  some  deaths  in  the  district  recently  through  the 
taking  of  sheep-dip,  the  sale  of  which  the  police  had  not 
been  able  to  trace. 

Mr.  Magnier,  for  the  defendants,  said  when  the  sum- 
monses were  issued  he  entered  into  negotiations  with 
Messrs.  Robinson,  the  solicitors  for  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  and  the  result  of  the  negotiations  was  that  the 
Society  were  willing  to  accept  a  plea  of  guilty  from 
Mrs.  Annie  Quinlan  upon  one  summons  alone — that  for 
keeping  open  shop  for  the  sale  of  poisons — and  to  with- 
draw the  other  two  summonses.  Unfortunately,  the 
penalty  was  a  pretty  large  one,  but  his  client  could  not 
avoid  that.  The  lowest  penalty  was  51. — it  was  both  the 
minimum  and  the  maximum — and  there  was  no  way  out 
of  it. 

Mr.  Meek  :  It  is  not  the  maximum,  but  it  is  the  mini- 
mum. He  went  on  to  say  that  the  Society  would  accept 
the  plea  of  guilty  on  the  one  summons — that  of  keeping 
open  shop  for  the  sale  of  poisons — and  withdraw  the  others. 
He  asked  Mr.  Magnier,  on  behalf  of  his  client,  to  give  an 
undertaking  in  open  court  that  Mrs.  Quinlan  would  cease 
to  sell  these  poisons  in  her  shop. 

Mr.  Magnier  said  he  would  do  so  until  Mrs.  Quinlan 
got  a  proper  licence  from  the  Cork  County  Council,  which 
was  the  licensing  body  in  such  matters.  He  believed 
Sergeant  Caldbeck  had  given  notice  to  Mrs.  Quinlan  before 
this. 

Mr.  Meek  :  Yes,  he  warned  her. 

The  Bench  imposed  a  penalty  of  51..  with  11.  costs,  and, 
on  the  application  of  Mr.  Meek,  ono-third  of  the  penalty 
was  allowed  to  Sergeant  Caldbeck  and  two-thirds  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  (Mr. 
G.  D.  Beggs). 

Illegal  Compounding. 

At  Lame  (co.  Antrim)  Petty  Sessions,  before  Mr. 
William  Chaine.  D.L. ,  and  other  magistrates,  on  Feb- 
ruary 27,  William  James  Henning,  registered  druggist, 
20  Main  Street,  Larne,  was  summoned  by  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society  of  Ireland,  under  Section  30  of  the  1875  Act, 
for  selling  and  keeping  open  shop  for  compounding  a 
prescription  on  December  5,  1911.  Mr.  Joseph  Donnelly, 
Belfast,  appeared  on  behalf  of  the  Society,  and  Mr.  J.  W. 
McNinch,  Larne,  for  the  defence. 

Mr.  Donnelly  explained  the  law  of  the  matter,  and 
added  that  in  consequence  of  complaints  received  the 
Society  directed  their  inspector  to  pay  a  visit  to  Larne. 
He  called  on  Dr.  Wilson,  and  obtained  a  prescription 
which  he  handed  to  a  woman  with  instructions  to  take  it 
to  Mr.  Henning's.  She  went  into  the  shop  and  saw  the 
defendant,  and  asked  him  to  make  up  the  prescription. 
This  was  done,  and  she  paid  Is.  for  the  bottle.  The 
offence  was  quite  clear,  but  if  it  rested  here  the  Society 
might  not  have  been  very  anxious  to  prosecute.  The 
prescription  was  very  harmless.  Still,  it  might  be  safely 
assumed  that  if  a  man  would  compound  that  prescription, 
he  would  compound  any  other.  But  there  were  other 
features  in  the  case.  He  particularly  wished  to  direct 
attention  to  the  fact  that  Mr.  Henning  described  his 
premises  as  a  "  Medical  Hall,"  and  in  a  circular  wrapped 


round  the  bottle  he  described  himself  as  a  chemist.  He>- 
was  not  a  chemist,  but  a  registered  druggist.  The  Society 
consequently  regarded  that  as  a  rather  flagrant  case,  ano\ 
had  instructed  him  to  ask  the  Magistrates  to  inflict  penal- 
ties (5/.)  in  both  cases  if  they  considered  the  cases  were- 
proved. 

William  McGlennon.  the  inspector,  corroborated  Ml 
Donnelly's  statement  as  to  the  compounding,  and,  in  reply 
to  Mr.  McNinch,  said  he  paid  Dr.  Wilson  for  the  pre- 
scription, but  did  not  tell  the  doctor  it  was  not  bona  fide. 
He  did  not  think  the  whole  thing  was  a  fraud,  and  he- 
used  the  bottle  for  the  purpose  for  which  he  intended  it — 
as  evidence.    He  did  not  think  it  was  a  trick. 

The  Resident  Magistrate  said  when  a  policeman  dressed, 
up  as  a  tramp  to  catch  a  robber,  that  was  a  trick  also. 

Mr.  McNinch  thought  the  cases  were  not  parallel. 

By  Mr.  Donnelly  :  Witness  regarded  the  prescription  as- 
a  medical  prescription. 

Mrs.  Isabella  Johnston  gave  corroborative  evidence. 

Mr.  Donnelly  formally  put  in  as  evidence  the  register 
of  pharmaceutical  chemists,  which  does  not  include  Mr. 
Henning's  name,  and  the  register  of  registered  druggists, 
where  it  is.    This  was  the  case  for  the  prosecution. 

For  the  defence,  Mr.  McNinch  said  he  was  sorry  to  . 
have  to  appear  to  defend  Mr.  Henning,  who  had  only 
been  in  the  town  a  few  months,  and  who,  he  admitted,  had  . 
no  right  to  mix  poisons   (sic).      He  denied,  however,, 
that  he  kept  open  his  shop  for  the  mixing  or  compounding 
of  prescriptions.    He  submitted  that  the  prescription  wae  - 
never  a  medical  prescription  in  the  real  sense,  because 
it  was  got  by  a  trick,  and  never  meant  to  be  used.  If 
their  Worships  were  against  him  on  that  point,  he  would 
respectfully  submit  that  there  was  only  one  offence.  H© 
thought  the  Society  might  have  cautioned  this  young  man 
first,  and  then  if  he  persisted  they  should  have  brought, 
their  whole  battery  to  bear,  and  asked  for  penalties  in 
two  cases. 

The  Resident  Magistrate  asked  what  was  the  meaning 
of  the  letters  "D.P.S.I."  which  he  saw  Mr.  Henning 
used  after  his  name  on  the  circulars  ? 

Mr.  McNinch  explained  that  it  meant  "Druggist  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland." 

The  Resident  Magistrate  asked  if  the  Society  would 
not  be  content  with  a  penalty  in  one  case? 

Mr.  Donnelly  reiterated  that  the  Society  regarded  the 
case  as  a  serious  one,  but  if  Mr.  Henning  ceased  to< 
describe  himself  as  a  chemist  and  his  premises  as  a 
medical  hall,  he  believed  they  would  approve  of  his  action. > 
in  withdrawing  one  of  the  cases.  It  must  be  clear,  how- 
ever, that  Mr.  Henning  would  give  that  undertaking,, 
which  was  a  perfectly  reasonable  one. 

Mr.  McNinch  said  his  client's  view  was  that  druggists- 
all  over  the  country  used  the  words  "Medical  Hall." 

The  Chairman  thought  the  use  of  the  words  was  mis- 
leading. If  he  saw  that,  he  woiild  certainly  think  it  was 
a  place  where  medical  prescriptions  could  be  compounded; 

Mr.  Donnelly  said  that  was  his  point. 

The  Resident  Magistrate  asked  if  the  undertaking  would 
be  given,  but  Mr.  McNinch  said  his  client  could  not  see- 
his  way  to  do  so. 

The  Chairman  said  in  that  case  the  Bench  had  nc 
alternative  but  to  fine  defendant  51.  in  each  case,  and  they 
made  the  usual  order  that  one-third  of  the  fines  should  go- 
to the  inspector,  two-thirds  to  the  Society. 


BANKRUPTCY  REPORTS. 


Re  James  Menzies,  5  Gubyon  Avenue,  Heine  Hill,! 
Surrey,  Chemical-manufacturer. — This  debtor's  public 
examination  took  place  at  the  Court  House,  St.  Thomas 
Street,  Portsmouth,  on  February  26.  when  he  gave  par- 
ticulars on  the  points  reported  in  our  issue  of  February  24. 

Re  MacNaught  Brothers,  4  West  Blackball  Street, 
Greenock,  and  Archibald  Hamilton  MacNaught,  the  only 
partner  thereof.  Chemists.— Mr.  G.  D.  Stirling,  C.A.,  186  St. 
Vincent  Street,  Glasgow,  has  been  elected  trustee;  and  Mr. 
Robert  McAdam,  32  Virginia  Street,  Glasgow.  Mr.  Thomas 
Taylor,  wholesale  chemist,  132  Trongate,  Glasgow,  and 
Mr.  C.  C.  MacCulloch,  writer,  Greenock,  have  been  elected' 
commissioners. 
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GAZETTE. 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 

BROWNE,  C.  K.,  and  Hopper,  L.  B.,  Falmouth  and  Penryn, 
general  medical  practitioners,  under  the  style  of  Browne 
&  Hopper. 

DBuRLIN,  A.  L.,  and  Froggatt,  G.  H.,  Cambridge  Street, 
Sheffield,  artificial-teeth  makers,  under  the  style  of  the 
Ideal  Dental  Institute. 
VIaggs,  F.  R.,  and  McDonnell,  F.  G.,  Casula,  Yeovil,  and 
Avalon,  South  Street,  Sherborne,  dental  surgeons,  under 
the  style  of  Maggs  &  McDonnell. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

RECEivrNG  Order. 
"Mri.TERER,  J.,  Eagle  Street,  Holborn,  a  director  of  the 
Safety  Chemical  Co.,  Ltd. 


LIMITED  COMPANIES. 


New  Companies  Registered. 

The  letters  P.C.  mean  Private  Company  within  the  meaning-  of 
the  Companies  Act,  1907,  and  R.O..  Registered  Office. 

Western  Carbide  Co.,  Ltd.  (P.C.J.-^apital  500/.  The 

•first  directors  are  T.  H.  Gore,  W.  Jenkins,  and  A.  G.  Hill, 

•chemical  broker,  51  Queen's  Square,  Bristol. 

Wallis  Crown  Cork  and  Syphon  Co.,  Ltd.  (P.C). — 
■Capital    3,000/.    The    first    directors    are    H.    C.  Wallis 

•(managing  director)  and  H.  French  (both  permanent).  R.O., 
Mansell  Street,  Aldgate,  E. 
J.  H.  Blunt,  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  800/.    Objects:  To 

•carry  on  the  business  of  chemists,  druggists,  opticians,  wine 
and  spirit  merchants,  stationers,  extractor's  and  adaptors  of 

;teeth,  etc.    The  first  directors  are  F.  Lee  and  W.  Townell. 
R.O.,  4  Abington  Street,  Northampton. 
Turco,  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  10,000/.    Objects:  To  take 

•over  the  business  now  or  formerly  carried  on  by  the  Union 
Rubl>er  and  Chemical  Co.,  Ltd.,  and  to  carry  on  the  busi- 
ness of  chemists,  druggists,  drysalters,  etc.  The  first  direc- 
tors are  E.  A.  Radford,  C.  R.  Lindsey,  A.  E.  Bentley, 

J.  F.  W.  Stuart,  and  G.  W.  T.  Leeson. 

Jenner  Food  Co.,  Ltd.  (P.C). — Capital  5,000/.  Objects: 

"To  acquire  the  trade-marks  and  recipes  for  the  manufacture 

■of    "Jenner's    Food,"    "  Jenner's    Tonic    Cocoa,"  and 

""  Nervolo  Food,"  and  to  adopt  an  agreement  with  J.  Far- 
row. The  first  directors  are  T.  H.  Cumberlidge,  J.  Farrow, 
and  W.  Watson.    R.O.,  Wharf  Street,  Dukinfield. 

Burrell  &  Co.,  Ltd.  (P.C).— Capital  70,000/.  Objects: 
To  carry  on  the  business  of  colour  and  varnish  makers, 
manufacturers  of  white  lead,  chemical  and  drug  merchants, 
analytical  chemists,  engineers,  etc.,  and  to  acquire  the  busi- 
ness carried  on  by  E.  R.  Burrell  at  Tower  House,  40  Trinity 
Square,  B.C.,  and  Burrell's  Wharf,  Millwall,  and  elsewhere, 
as  "Burrell  &  Co."  The  first  directors  are  E.  R.  Burrell, 
P.  E.  Burrell,  and  K.  Burrell  (all  permanent).  R.O., 
40  Trinity  Square,  E.C. 

Company  News. 

United  Alkali  Co.,  Ltd.— The  directors  of  the  United 
Alkali  Co.  announce  a  dividend  of  4s.  each  on  the  ordinary 
shares,  placing  75,000/.  to  reserve,  and  carrving  forward 
about  37,000/. 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Ltd.— A  meeting  was  held 
at  Cannon  Street  Hotel  on  February  23  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  "A  Bill  to  confer  further  powers  upon  Price's 
Patent  Candle  Co.,  Ltd.,  to  change  the  name  of  the 
company,  and  for  other  purposes."  Colonel  M.  S.  Brownrigg 
presided,  and  the  resolution  approving  the  Bill  was  carried 
unanimously. 

Lever  Brothers.  Ltd.— The  report  of  the  directors  for 
1911  shows  a  balance  of  720,749/  standing  to  the  credit  of 
profit-nnd-loss  account.  From  this  ample  provision  is  made 
for  reserve,  repairs,  depreciations,  etc.,  "payment  of  the 
dividends  on  all  preference  stock,  on  the  15  per  cent,  pre- 
ferred ordinary  shares  (127,500/.),  and  at  the  rate  of  15  per 
cent,  per  annum  on  the  ordinary  shares  (150.000/.). 

Veno  Drug  Co.,  Ltd.— The  accounts  for  the  vear  endin^ 
December  31  show  that  the  trading  resulted 'in  a  gross 
profit,  of  11.206/.,  and  500/.  was  brought  forward.  From 
this  has  to  be  deducted  the  governing  directors'  remunera- 
tion  and  income-tax.  leaving  10,076/.  available  for  dividend 
-An  interim  dividend  at  the  rate  of  15  per  cent,  per  annum 


for  the  half-year  ending  June  30,  1911,  has  been  paid,  and 
the  directors  now  recommend  a  final  dividend  for  the  half- 
year  at  the  rate  of  25  per  cent,  per  annum,  less  tax, 
making  20  per  cent,  for  the  year;  also  to  transfer  a  further 
2,000/.  to  the  special  reserve  account,  and  carry  forward 
543/.  The  largest  item  among  the  assets  (60,510/.)  is  good- 
will, 35,717/.,  which,  the  managing  director  informs  us,  has 
been  created  by  the  expenditure  of  about  370,000/.  on  adver- 
tising during  the  past  fourteen  years. 

Southall  Bros.  &  Barclay.  Ltd. — The  report  for  the  year 
ended  December  31,  1911,  to  be  presented  at  the  annual 
meeting  to  be  held  at  the  Grand  Hotel,  Birmingham,  on. 
March  4,  states  that  the  profit  balance  amounted  to 
17,612/.  12s.  U.,  to  which  is  added  6,495/.  12s.  M.  brought 
forward,  making  a  total  of  24,108/.  5s.  After  paying  interest 
on  loans,  42/.  16s.  lid.,  and  an  interim  dividend  on  prefer- 
ence shares  of  2,750/.,  there  remains  a  balance  of 
21.315/.  8s.  Id.,  which  the  directors  recommend  should  be 
appropriated  as  follows :  Preference  share  dividend  (second 
half-year),  2,750/. ;  ordinary  shares  (one  year  at  10  per  cent., 
free  of  income-tax),  8.600/. ;_  carried  to  reserve,  2,000/. ; 
written  off  goodwill,  3,449/.  2s.  Ad. ;  balance  carried  for- 
ward, 4,516/.  5s.  9d.  Mr.  Thomas  Barclay,  the  retiring 
director,  offers  himself  for  re-election. 

T.  &  H.  Smith,  Ltd. — The  eighth  annual  general  meeting 
of  the  shareholders  was  held  at  Blandfield  Chemical-works, 
Wheatfield  Road,  Edinburgh,  on  February  27,  Mr.  Donald 
Mackenzie  (chairman)  presiding.  The  report  and  balance- 
sheet  (C.  ib  D.,  February  24,  index  folio  291)  were  submitted 
and  unanimously  adopted.  The  Chairman  expressed  satis- 
faction with  the  year's  trading,  remarking  that  most  of  the 
raw  materials  used  had  advanced  considerably  in  price, 
with  the  effect  that  sales  on  certain  of  the  products  had  been 
restricted.  The  assets  had  been  already  depreciated  suffi- 
ciently, while  out  of  the  available  profit  of  9,979/.  14s.  Id. 
a  sum  of  2,500/.  was  taken  to  reserve,  making  this  fund 
5.000/.,  and  in  adition  to  the  payment  of  the  preference  and 
ordinary  share  dividends,  it  was  resolved  to  set  aside  600/. 
as  bonus  to  the  members  of  the  staff.  Mr.  Wright,  the  re- 
tiring director,  and  Messrs.  Rattray  Brothers,  Alexander  & 
France,  C.A.,  Glasgow,  the  auditors  of  the  company,  were 
re-elected. 

A  Millar  &  Co.,  Ltd. — The  annual  report  for  the  year 
ended  November  30,  1911,  states  that,  after  making  due  pro- 
vision for  bad  debts,  depreciation  of  premises,  machinery, 
etc.,  and  directors'  fees,  the  net  profit,  including  the  balance 
of  2,141/.  brought  forward  from  last  year,  amounts  to 
]  0,472/.  An  interim  dividend  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent,  per 
annum  on  the  preference  and  ordinary  shares  was  paid  last 
July,  amounting  (less  income-tax)  to  3,178/.,  leaving  a  balance 
of  7,294/.  A  final  dividend  on  the  preference  shares  of  5  per 
cent,  (less  income-tax) — 1,412/.  10s. — was  paid  in  January 
last.  There  remains  a  sum  of  5,881/.,  out  of  which  the 
directors  recommend  the  placing  of  500/.  to  general  reserve 
account,  bringing  it  up  to  15.000/.  ;  the  payment  of  a  final 
dividend  (less  income-tax)  on  the  ordinary  shares  which,  with 
the  interim  dividend  already  paid,  makes  7  per  cent,  per 
annum.  This  will  absorb  3,178/.,  leaving  2,203/.  to  be 
carried  forward.  At  the  annual  meeting  held  in  Dublin  on 
February  22  Mr.  William  Millar  (chairman  of  the  com- 
pany) presided,  when  the  report  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Mellin's  Food,  Ltd. — In  the  Chancery  Division  of  the 
High  Court,  London,  on  February  27,  Mr.  Justice  Neville 
had  before  him  a  petition  by  Mellin's  Food,  Ltd.,  for  the 
sanction  of  the  Court  to  an  arrangement  between  the  com- 
pany and  its  preference  shareholders.  Mr.  Jenkins,  K.C, 
said  that  the  company  was  formed  in  1896  to  acquire  the 
business  carried  on  by  Mr.  Mellin  in  Mellin's  food,  and  its 
capital  was  250,000/.,  of  which  20,000/.  was  6  per  cent,  cumu- 
lative preference  shares  of  5/.  each,  which  had  since  been 
subdivided  into  1/.  shares.  Mr.  Justice  Neville:  What  have  I 
got  to  sanction — simply  the  issue  of  75,000/.  worth  of  pre- 
ference shares?  Mr.  Jenkins:  Yes.  We  are  purchasing  the 
business  of  an  Australian  company. — Mr.  Justice  Neville: 
And  you  are  going  to  apply  the  new  shares  to  the  pur- 
chase. Mr.  Jenkins :  Yes,  and  the  75.000/.  will  have  the 
same  preferential  rights  as  between  capital  and  dividend. — 
Mr.  Justice  Neville :  You  cannot  do  that  without  altering 
your  memorandum.  Have  the  special  resolutions  been 
passed?  Mr.  Jenkins:  No;  only  an  extraordinary  resolu- 
tion.— His  Lordship  said  that  would  not  do,  and  ordered  the 
petition  to  stand  over  for  special  resolutions  to  be  passed 
and  confirmed. 

Henri  Sardou  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Wholesale  and  Manufacturing 
Perfumers.  62  Golden  Lane.  E.C. — At  a  meeting  of  the 
creditors  of  this  company  (in  voluntary  liquidation)  at  Salis- 
bury House,  London.  E.C,  on  February  27,  Mr.  Jas.  Stein, 
the  liquidator,  presiding,  a  balance-sheet  was  presented 
showing  liabilities  2,312/.  17s.  5fZ.  and  assets  consisting  of 
sundry  debtors,  215/.  16s.  5d.  ;  stock  in  hand,  1,323/.  4s.  6d. ; 
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fittings  and  fixtures,  150/.  ;  lease  account,  150/.  ;  receiver's 
account,  686/.  7s.  9d.,  less  per  contra  581/.  13s.  lid., 
104/.  13s.  10<Z.  :  and  profit-and loss  account  as  at  Decem- 
ber 31,  1911,  369/.  2s.  8d.  It  was  reported  that  the  company 
was  formed  in  1908  with  a  capital  of  1,000/..  of  which  500/. 
has  been  issued,  and  later  debentures  were  issued.  A  short 
time  ago  a  receiver  was  appointed  on  behalf  of  the  deben- 
ture-holders. One  of  the  creditors  being  dissatisfied  with 
the  progress  of  .matters,  had  taken  steps  which  had  had 
the  effect  of  stopping  negotiations  which  wei'e  in  progress 
for  the  sale  of  the  business  as  a  going  concern  and  also  for' 
the  introduction  of  further  capital.  The  liquidator  said  he 
felt  convinced  that  the  present  position  was  largely  due 
to  the  operation  of  the  Finance  Act  of  1909.  He  was, 
however,  still  endeavouring  to  sell  the  business  as  a  going 
concern,  and  if  his  negotiations  were  successful  he  was 
hopeful  of  the  creditors  receiving  nearly,  if  not  quite,  20s. 
in  the  pound.  After  some  discussion,  it  was  proposed  by 
Mr.  Strube,  seconded  by  Mr.  Douglas  (London  Fancy  Box 
Co.).  and  carried,  that  an  application  be  made  to  the  Court 
for  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Percy  E.  Slack,  of  6  Holborn 
Viaduct,  E.G.,  as  joint  liquidator  with  Mr.  Stein.  The 
following  are  among  the  creditors:  Brooks,  Peele  &  Co. 
(45/.);  Berliner  (6/.):  British  and  Foreign  Bottle  Co.  (5Z.)  : 
Carvallier  Freres  (29/.);  Crossmann  &  Co.  (17/.);  Jeancard 
Fils  (13/.);  London  Fancv  Box  0>.  (65/  );  H.  Lorenz  (7/.); 
Poths  &  Co.  (10/.) ;  G.  Phillips  &  Co.  (191/.)  ;  Robinson  &  Co. 
(25/.):  Schlesinger  (9/.);  Sharp  Bros.  (10/.);  Toogood  (111.) ; 
Taylor  &  Edwards  (13/.). 


BIRTHS. 


Barclay. — At  Glenn-nig,  Fife,  on  February  21,  the  wife 
of  Charles  Barclay,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  a  son. 

Fisher. — On  February  28,  the  wife  of  P.  Fisher, 
chemist,  Chelsea,  S.W.,  of  a- son. 

Metcalfe. — At  6  Sherwood  Grove.  Nab  Wood,  Shipley, 
on  February  24,  the  wife  of  W.  E.  Metcalfe,  Ph.C,  of  a 
son. 

Williams. — At  Medical  Hall,  Bargoed,  on  February  22, 
the  wife  of  W.  Parry  Williams,  chemist  and  druggist, 
of  a  son. 


Buckham. — At  3  North  Villas,  Hereford,  on  Feb- 
ruary 20,  Mr.  John  Buckham,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged 
seventy-seven.  Mr.  Buckham  was  in  business  at  35  High 
Street,  Leominster,  for  fifty  years,  being  succeeded  last 
year  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Rowe,  chemist  and  druggist. 

Goodenough. — On  February  25,  Millicent,  wife  of  Mr.  J. 
Good-enough,  chemist  and  druggist,  Somersham,  Hunts, 
aged  sixty. 

Hill.— On  February  15.  Mr.  Wilfrid  Hill.  Ph.C, 
53   Gerrard    Street,    Asbton-in-Makerfield,    aged  thirty. 

Howes. — Recently,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Her{ry  Howes, 
chemist  and  druggist,  238  Bristol  Street,  Birmingham. 

Johnson. — On  February  18,  Mr.  Thomas  Jacob  Johnson, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Waterloo  Road,  Stockport,  aged 
eeventy-five. 

Jones. — On  February  13.  Margaret  Grayston  Jones, 
Ph.C,  19  Babington  Road,  Streatham,  London,  S.W. 

Savage. — At  23  Freshfield  Road,  Brighton,  the  wife  of 
Mr.  W.  W.  Savage,  Ph.C,  109  St.  James  Street,  aged 
6eventy-two. 


BUSINESS  CHANGES. 

Notes  for  this  section  sent  to  the  Editor  should  be  authenticated, 
and  must  not  be  in  the  nature  of  advertisements. 


Mr.  H.  J.  Parsons,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  purchased 
the  business  of  Mr.  W.  W.  Callander,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Uminster. 

Mr.  C  E.  Davies,  chemist  and  druggist,  High  Street, 
Rayleigh,  Essex,  has  disposed  of  his  business  to  Mr.  C  J. 
Knowles,  pharmacist. 

Boots,  Ltd.,  cash  chemists,  have  removed  their  Crewe 
branch  from  1  Heath  Street  and  68  Market  Street  to  new 
premises  at  56-58  Market  Street.  They  are  opening  a 
branch  at  Caerphilly,  Glam. 


Mr.  W.  H.  Howitt,  chemist  and  druggist,  19  Corn' 
Market,  Thame,  Oxon,  has  sold  his  business  to  Mr.  0.  J. 
Barley,  chemist  and  druggist. 

Mr.  W.  S.  Mitchell,  chemist  and  druggist,  35  King 
Street,  Egremont,  is  shortly  opening  an  up-to-date  phar- 
macy in  the  Sea  View  Road,  Liscard. 

Mr.  F.  R.  Smallman,  chemist  and  druggist,  Brislington 
Drug  Stores,  Sandy  Park  Road,  Bristol,  has  disposed  of 
his  business  to  Messrs.  H.  Hodder  &  Co.,  Ltd. 

Mr.  R.  Y.  Mackenzie,  chemist  and  optician,  79  High 
Street,  Cleator  Moor,  has  disposed  of  his  business  to  Mr- 
John  Blair,  chemist,  of  Millom,  Cumberland. 


WILLS  PROVEN. 


Mr.  Chas.  Ross,  29  High  Street,  Pimlico,  London,  S.W.„ 
for  many  years  a  representative  for  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis- 
&  Co.  for  Egypt  and  the  Near  East,  who  died  December  5 
last,  left  estate  of  the  gross  value  of  1,351/.,  with  net 
personalty  1,267/. 

Mr.  John  Muter,  Ph.D.,  F.R.S.E.,  F.I.C,  F.C.S.,  Windsor 
Road,  Worthing,  who  died  December  19,  last  left  estate 
of  the  gross  value  of  6,445/.  5s.  10(/.,  with  net  personaltv 
595/.  3s.  lid.  Probate  of  his  will,  dated  May  6.  1910.  has- 
been  granted  to  Mr.  H.  W.  Bailey,  63  Brixton  Hill,  S.W., 
and  his  son  Mr.  A.  H.  M.  Muter,  325  Kennington  Road-. 
Lambeth,  S.E.  His  son  A.  H.  M.  Muter  is  the  principal 
beneficiary. 

Mr.  Stephen  Darby,  Ph.C,  Starlings,  Cookham  Dean, 
who  died  December  21  last,  aged  eighty-six,  left  estate  valued! 
at  83,329/.  0s.  lOd.  gross,  with  net  personalty  69,930/.  5s.  lid. 
He  bequeathed  500/.  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain,  and  life  annuities  to  four  servants.  The  residue  of 
his  real  estate  he  left  to  the  Governors  of  Queen  Anne's- 
Bounty  for  the  Augmentation  of  the  livings  of  St.  John  the- 
Baptist,  Cookham  Dean,  and  Holy  Trinity,  Cookham.  The- 
residue  of  his  personal  estate  he  left  to  the  Darby  Pension 
Fund  at  Cookham,  both  these  bequests  being  according  to- 
the  lines  laid  down  in  the  will  of  his  brother  James.  He- 
desires  to  raise  the  income  from  all  sources  of  each  pensioner 
in  the  receipt  of  a  pension  of  not  less  than  20/.  per  annum 
to  60/.  per  annum. 


PERSONALITIES. 

Notes  for  this  section  sent  to  the  Editor  should  be  authenticated, 
and  must  not  be  in  the  nature  of  advertisements. 


Mr.  Thomas  Kay,  manufacturing  chemist.  Moorfieldl 
Hall  Street,  Stockport,  has  been  elected  a  life  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Stockport.  Infirmary. 

Mr.  William  P.  Evans,  of  Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb.. 
Ltd.,  Liverpool,  and  President  of  the  Drug  Club,  has  beers 
elected  Captain  of  the  Chester  Golf  Club. 

Mr.  William  Cox,  a  freeman  of  the  Spectacle-makers'' 
Company  of  fourteen  years'  standing,  has  been  awarded  a. 
silver  medal  for  conspicuous  bravery  in  rescuing  two- 
persons  at  a  fire  that  occurred  at  196  Mile  End  Road,. 
London,  E. 

Mr.  Leo  Joseph,  chemist  and  druggist,  84  Albany  Road- 
Cardiff,  was  presented  on  February  25  with  a  handsome- 
roll-top  desk  and  revolving  office-chair,  in  appreciation  of 
his  services  as  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Ladies'  Benevolent 
Society  and  President  of  the  Jewish  Institute. 

Mr.  F.  C  Savage,  chemist  and  druggist,  who  has  beers 
suffering  from  neuritis,  has  benefited  from  a  cruise  in  the 
Mediterranean  on  the  e.s.  Dunottar  Castle.  Mr.  G.  S. 
Savage,  chemist  and  druggist,  director  of  Messrs.  J- 
Savage  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Bradford,  accompanied  him. 

According  to  a  Router  message,  Viscount  Kitchener 
on  February  26  inspected  at  Gebel  Moya,  near  El  Obeid- 
in  the  Sudan,  the  camp  of  Mr.  Henry  S.  Wellcome,  who 
is  carrying  out  important  excavations  there.  Mr.  Well- 
come usually  spends  the  winter  in  the  Sudan  or  immediate 
neighbourhood,  and  during  the  past  few  months  has  been 
directing  the  excavations  at  a  place  where  he  has  found 
indications  of  ancient  remains.  Mr.  Wellcome  and  Lord 
j  Kitchener  are  old  friends,  and  the  "  African  World " 
published  in  its  last  Christmas  number  a  photograph  of 
them  taken  in  these  tropical  regions. 
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Pharmacopoeia  of  Japan. 


/f\  N  December  26,  1911,  6ome  revisals  in  P.J.  III.  were 
'  '  proclaimed  by  the  Home  Minister,  which  are  to  be 
put  in  force  on  July  1,  1912.  The  revised  articles  are  as 
following  : 

Acidi'm  Tannicum. — On  ignition  0.3  gram  of  the  acid  should 
not  leave  any  solid  residue  (revised). 

Albuminum  Tannicum. — When  dried  at  100°  C.  it  should 
mot  lose  moro  than  5  per  cent,  of  its  weight  (added). 

Ammonium  Sulfoichthyolicum. — It  should  not  leave,  when 
ignited,  more  than  0.3  per  cent,  of  residue  (added).  On 
adding  some  dilute  sulphuric  acid  to  its  aqueous  solution 
!l :  20)  no  odour  of  sulphurous  acid  should  be  evolved  within 
half  an  hour.  The  filtrate  of  its  aqueous  solution  (1:  20), 
after  adding  nitric  acid  and  filtering,  should  not  produce 
.any  more  than  an  opalescence  with  solution  of  silver  nitrate 
anil  of  barium  nitrate  (added). 

Antipyrin.— Melting-point  1110-113°  C.  (revised).  On 
ignition  0.5  gram  of  it  should  leave  no  wcighable  solid 
residue  (revised). 

Ahgentum  Proteinatum. — A  minute,  light  yellow  or 
'brownish  powder  (revised).  If  1  gram  of  it  be  ignited  in  a 
porcelain  crucible  and  the  residue  be  dissolved  in  some 
dilute  nitric  acid,  and  to  the  resulting  solution  be  added 
some  calcium  carbonate  to  neutralise  the  excess  of  nitric 
acid,  10  c.c.  of  decinormal  sodium-chloride  solution  and 
'2  drops  of  potassium-chromate  solution  and  decinormal- 
hydrochloric-aoid  solution  be  added,  drop  by  drop,  to  the 
mixture,  then  not  moro  than  2.6  c.c.  of  the  acid  solution 
should  bo  required,  before  the  appearance  of  a  permanent 
red  coloration  (added). 

Balsamdm  Copaiv.e. — If  5  c.c.  of  the  balsam  be  heated 
under  a  reflux  condenser  on  a  water-bath  for  one  minute  it 
may  deposit  oily  drops  after  cooling,  which  should  dissolve 
in  glacial  acetic  acid  (added).  If  20  drops  of  the  balsam 
be  boiled  for  two  minutes  with  1  c.c.  of  half-normal  alcoholic- 
potash  solution,  and  after  cooling  2  c.c.  of  ether  be  added, 
■no  jelly  should  be  produced  (added). 

Bismutum  SrBNiTiiiCTM. — If  5  c.c.  of  the  solution  be  diluted 
w  ith  much  water,  and  an  excess  of  hydrogen-sulphide  solu- 
tion bo  added  and  filtered,  the  filtrate,  on  evaporation,  should 
leave  no  weiehablo  solid  residue  (revision  of  first  para- 
graph on  p.  59). 

Diastasa. — A  yellowish-white  powder,  almost  soluble  in 
•water  and  almost  insoluble  in  alcohol  (revised).  If  0.05 
gram  of  diastaso  be  mixed  with  the  starch  solution,  which 
is  prepared  by  pouring  70  c.c.  of  boiling  distilled  water,  under 
frequent  shaking,  into  a  mixture  of  5  grams  of  potato- 
starch  dried  at  100°  C.  and  30  c.c.  of  water,  and  leaving  the 
■whole  for  thirty  minutes  in  a  water-bath,  and  the  mixture 
be  set  aside  at  55°  C.  for  two  hours,  with  frequent  stirring, 
■the  10  c.c.  of  the  resulting  solution  should  decolorise 
40  c.c  of  Folding's  solution  (revised).  If  0.1  gram  of  it 
bo  boiled  with  20  c.c.  of  water  and,  after  cooling,  iodine 
solution  be  added,  no  blue  colour  should  be  produced 
taddod).  When  dried  at  100°  C.  it  should  not  lose  more 
than  4  per  cent,  of  its  weight  (added).  Keep  with  care 
in  well-stoppered  bottles. 

Fouv  Digitalis.— Filter  the  solution,  which  is  obtained  by 
extracting  1  part  of  the  leaves  with  20  parts  of  hot  water; 
put  the  filtrate  into  a  separating  funnel,  and  shake  with 
10  c.c.  of  chloroform  for  a  few  minutes:  after  shakiner 
lightly  next  with  5  c.c.  each  of  ether  and  chloroform  added 
to  tho  mixture,  take  the  chloroform-ether  layer,  and  filter 
it  by  means  of  a  filter-paper,  which  is  previously  moistened 
with  chloroform,  evaporate,  dissolve  the  residue  in  3  c.c. 
of  glacial  acetic  acid,  add  1  drop  of  dilute  ferric-chloride 
solution  (1 :  20) :  then  let  it  make  two  layers  in  a  test-tube 
with  some  sulphuric  acid  poured  into  it  ;  a  brownish-red 
coloured  ring  should  be  produced  in  the  boundary  of  the 
two  lavers  and  n  bluish-srreen  coloured  layer  above  it  (added). 
Keep  tho  leaves  on  quicklime,  or  dry  at  the  temperature  under 
90  C  (revised).  To  preserve  powdered  disritalis-leaves. 
dry  them  by  the  above-mentioned  methods  and  keep  in  small 
Iwttles  so  as  to  make  them  quite  full  (added).  Keep 
the  leaves  and  the  powdered  leaves  with  care,  protected  from 
light  and  moisture,  but  not  over  one  vear  (revised). 

Oleum  Jfcoris.— If  15  drops  of  the  oil  be  stirred  with 
3  drops  of  fuming  nitric  acid  it  acquires  a  rose  or  a  bluish- 
violet  coloration,  chansrinsr  immediately  to  a  lemon-yellow 
or  a  brownish  colour  (revised). 

Oleum  SantaU.— A  pal"  vollowish  or  vellow  thick  liquid; 
tho  optical  rotation  is  16o-20o  to  the  left,  in  a  tube  100  mm 
long  (revised).  Tt  boils  at  275°-285°  C.  :  at  292°-300°  C.  70  per 
cent,  of  the  oil  distills;  specific  gravitv  0.975-0.98  (revised). 
If  2  drops  of  the  oil  be  mixed  with  7.5  c.e.  of  a  mixture 
of  9  c.c.  of  glacial  acetic  acid  and  1  c.c.  of  hydrochloric  | 


acid,  the  resulting  mixtu:-e  should  not  acquire  a  red  or  a 
violet  coloration  (added). 

Solutio  Fehling's. — Prepare,  when  required,  by  mixing 
equal  quantities  of  the  following  solutions:  (1)  69.278  grams 
of  crystallised  copper  sulphate  made  up  to  1  litre  with 
distilled  water ;  (2)  346  grams  of  potassium  sodium  tartarate 
and  103.2  grams  of  sodium  hydroxide  made  up  to  1  litre  and 
filtered  through  asbestos  (revised). 

We  are  indebted  for  these  notes  to  a  Japanese  phar- 
macist in  Yokohama  (90/39),  who  describes  himself  as 
"an  enthusiastic  reader  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist.'' 


TRADE  NOTES. 


Mr.  William  Buddles,  chemist  and  druggist,  46  Churton 
Street,  Belgrave  Road,  London,  S.W.,  has  been  appointed 
purveyor  of  scented  disinfectant  to  Queen  Alexandra. 

P.A.T.A.  Prices. — The  additions  to  the  Protected  List 
during  February  are  :  Curacho;  John  Bell  &  Co.'s  addi- 
tional preparations;  Klenz-Dent ;  Kyho;  Mercolized  Wax; 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  additional  preparations;  Sister 
Laura's  Food ;  Truefitt's  additional  preparations ;  War- 
rick's additional  preparations.  The  removals  are  :  Levico- 
water  and  Virol. 

The  Prospectus  of  the  Bristol  College  of  Chemistry, 
Pharmacy,  Botany,  and  all  Preliminary  Examinations, 
6  The  Avenue,  St.  Andrew's  Park,  Bristol,  gives  particu- 
lars of  the  various  correspondence  courses  available  for  the 
Minor  and  Major  examinations,  Apothecaries'  Hall  cer- 
tificate, Bell  and  Fairchild  scholarships,  Preliminary  ex- 
aminations, and  language  courses  for  pharmaceutical 
students.  The  scheme  of  study  is  outlined  and  inclusive 
fees  are  given.  There  are  separate  tutors  for  each  depart- 
ment of  instruction.  The  principal,  Mr.  E.  E.  Elt,  B.Sc. , 
will  be  pleased  to  supply  the  prospectus  to  our  student 
readers. 

Rajina  Paper  is  a  developing-paper  placed  on  the  market 
by  Rajar,  Ltd.,  Mobberley,  Cheshire.  The  special  point 
about  the  paper  is  the  production  of  warm  black  tones, 
such  as  are  obtainable  with  gold  or  platinum  on  collodio- 
chloride  paper.  In  the  case  of  the  Rajina  paper  these 
effects  are  obtained  through  the  developer.  The  paper  is 
manipulated  in  yellow  light  and  printed  by  gas  or  electric 
light,  the  speed  of  the  paper  being  between  that  of  gas- 
light and  bromide  paper.  Amidol  or  metol  developer  with 
bromide  is  used,  and  the  fixing-bath  specially  recom- 
mended is  one  containing  alum,  glacial  acetic  acid,  and 
sulphite,  in  addition  to  hyposulphite  of  soda.  Developers 
for  the  purpose  are  sold  in  concentrated  form  under  the 
names  of  dialop  and  paralop.  Rajina  paper  sells  at  the 
same  price  as  bromide  papers. 

Sterilised  Dressings. — Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys, 
Ltd.,  37  Lombard  Street,  London,  E.C.,  are  now  supplying 
sets  of  sterilised  dressings  ready  for  the  operation-room. 
These  are  known  as  the  "  Wigmore "  sets  of  sterilised 
surgical  dressings.  The  initial  set  consists  of  two  over- 
alls, two  caps,  three  towels,  eight  gauze  pads,  six  Tolls 
of  cyanide  gauze,  six  rolls  of  gauze,  six  yards  of  cyanide 
gauze,  six  bandages,  two  absorbent  wool  pads,  and  thirty 
absorbent  wool  mops,  with  dressing  tin  and  canvas  cover. 
This  costs  3Z.,  and  it  is  refilled  with  freshly  sterilised 
dressings  and  clean  overalls,  caps  and  towels,  in  place  of 
the  soiled  ones,  for  10s.  6d.,  or  a  case  can  be  hired  for 
15s.  6d.,  this  charge  including  the  dressings.  The  supply 
mentioned  is  such  as  the  modern  6urgeon  requires  when 
operating  for  hernia,  appendicitis,  etc.,  and  the  fact  that 
the  dressings  can  be  obtained  throueh  the  chemist  in  a 
form  which  ensures  sterility  will  save  the  operator  from 
spending  valuable  time  in  considering  essential  but  worry- 
ing details.  We  mentioned  recently  the  new  method  of 
using  ampoules  as  hypodermic  syringes  (C.  Jb  D.,  Janu- 
ary 20  index  folio  90),  and  we  are  glad  to  hear  that  the 
method  is  finding  favour  with  medical  men  who  recognise 
its  simplicity  and  safety. 


Sir  Watson  Cheyne  is  inclined  to  think  that  cases  of 
tuberculous  disease  of  joints  are  milder  now  than  formerlv. 
Practically  he  never  operates  now  for  a  tuberculous  joint  in 
a  child. — British  Medical  Journal. 
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Chemists'  Assistants. 
The  Executive  of  the  National  Union  of  Assistant  Phar- 
macists on  February  25  discussed  the  advisability  of 
forming  an  "  approved  society  "  under  the  National  In- 
surance Act.  The  General  Secretary  (Mr.  V.  Bottomley), 
126  Strand,  London,  W.C.,  will  be  glad  to  hear  the  views 
of  assistants  as  to  the  necessity  and  desirability  of  taking 
this  step. 

Boots,  Ltd. 

A  meeting  of  the  employes  of  Boots,  Ltd.,  was  held 
on  February  26  at  Nottingham  to  consider  the  formation 
of  an  "  approved  society."  Sir  Jesse  Boot  was  in  the 
chair,  and  said  that  the  companies  have  about  6,300  em- 
ployes who  will  come  under  the  Act.  The  contribution 
required  will  be  over  4,000Z.  a  year.  About  5,000  have 
expressed  their  desire  to  join  such  a  society,  and,  said  Sir 
Jesse,  it  was  hoped  to  increase  the  benefits  to,  say,  14s. 
per  week  for  men  and  10s.  6d.  for  women.  It  was  also 
proposed  that  in  the  case  of  assistants  who  have  up  till 
now  received  full  pay  during  illness  to  take  every  case 
on  its  merits  and  to  add  a  sum  equal  to  the  amount 
received  from  the  Society.  In  the  case  of  protracted 
illness  arrangements  will  have  to  be  made  to  suit  the  case. 
This  contribution,  with  the  amount  which  the  companies 
must  f?ive  under  the  Act,  is  estimated  to  cost  considerably 
over  6.(X)0!. 

British  Medical  Association. 
The  official  report  of  the  special  representative  meeting 
of  the  British  Medical  Association  which  was  held  last 
week  at  the  Guildhall,  London,  E.C.,  has  been  issued. 
At  the  outset  an  attempt  was  made  to  oust  Dr.  Maclean 
from  the  chairmanship  of  the  meeting  because  he  was  not 
a  sufficiently  "  vigorous  advocate  for  our  rights,"  the  real 
reason  being  that  Dr.  Maclean  is  supposed  to  have  played 
into  the  hands  of  the  Government.  By  the  vote  of  the 
meeting  Dr.  Maclean  retained  the  chairmanship.  Some 
discussion  took  place  in  regard  to  the  order  of  the  agenda, 
and  the  first  matter  discussed  was  the  appointment  of  a 
State  Sickness  Insurance  Committee  "to  consider  and 
report  to  the  Council  on  all  matters  connected  with  the 
National  Insurance  Act."  There  were  several  amend- 
ments suggested,  and  the  fear  was  expressed  that  this 
appointment  would  take  power  from  the  Council,  _  but 
eventually  the  resolution  was  carried  with  the  addition 
of  the  words  :  "  Or  a  public  medical  service."  The  com- 
position of  the  committee  was  next  discussed  at  great 
length,  and  finally  it  was  .settled  that  it  should  consist  of 

(a)  twenty-four  members  (the  majority  of  whom  shall  be 
general  practitioners),  elected  by  the  representative  body, 

(b)  the  ex-offirio  members,  (c)  'two  women  medical  prac- 
titioners, and  that  the  committee  be  empowered  to  add  to 
its  number  for  special  purposes  not  more  than  four  addi- 
tional members. 

minimum  demands. 

Next  followed  a  discussion  as  to  whether  further  nego- 
tiations should  be  conducted  with  the  Government  and  the 
Insurance  Commissioners  "  for  securing  the  requirements 
of  the  profession."  An  amendment  that  the  Council  should 
"  at  once  cease  negotiations  with  the  Government  and  the 
Commissioners"  was  negatived,  as  also  was  one  stating 
that  the  Council  inform  the  Government  and  the  Com- 
missioners that  further  negotiations  would  be  useless  until 
the  minimum  demands  of  the  profession  are  placed  beyond 
doubt  in  an  amending  Act  of  Parliament.  Eventually 
the  following  motion  was  carried  unanimously  : 

That  this  representative  meeting  direct  the  Council  to  in- 
form in  plain  and  unmistakable  language  the  Commissioners 
appointed  under  the  Insurance  Act,  1911,  that  unless  the 
minimum  demands  of  the  British  Medical  Association  be 
embodied  in  the  regulations  to  be  issued  by  the  Commis- 
sioners in  such  a  manner  as  shall  be  effectualand  permanent, 
with  a  view  to  having  the  same  embodied  in  an  amending 
Act  it  is  the  intention  of  the  British  Medical  Association 
to  call  upon  all  its  members  and  upon  all  other  medical 
practitioners  to  decline  to  form  panels  or  undertake  any 
other  medical  duties  which  may  be  assigned  to  them  under 


the  Act  in  conformity  with  the  undertaking  which  has 
already  been  signed  by  over  26,000  medical  practitioners. 

Another  matter  which  was  discussed  was  the  professional 
discipline  in  connection  with  the  Act.  and  a  motion  was 
carried  that  "all  complaints  against  medical  men  be 
referred  in  the  first  instance  to  a  local  medical  committee." 

doctors  claim  dispensing. 
The  afternoon  of  February  21  was  occupied  in  consider- 
ing the  following  words  to  be  embodied  in  any  amending 
Act,  the  words  in  brackets  being  added  in  the  course  of. 
the  discussion  : 

That  dispensing  as  hitherto  should  be  done  or  arranged  for 
by  the  medical  practitioner  [for  his  own  patients]  should  he 
so  desire,  and  paid  for  at  the  scale  of  tariff  rate  agreed- 
upon  for  pharmacists,  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Dr.  J.  Neal  (Birmingham),  who  brought  the  matter 
forward,  said  that  this  is  a  matter  upon  which  the  general' 
practitioners  in  a  large  district  like  Birmingham  feel  very 
acutely.  They  view  with  dismay  the  provision  made  irt- 
the  Act  as  it  stands  to  divert  from  medical  practitioners 
the  right  of  dispensing  for  insured  persons.  Dr.  J. 
Thornley  (Bolton)  said  that  "apart  altogether  from  any 
profit  there  might  be,"  it  would  be  most  inconvenient 
for  medical  men  not  to  be  able  to  supply  medicines.  They 
would  render  a  much  more  efficient  service  to  the  nation 
if  they  could  themselves  supply  the  medicines  to  their- 
patients  than  if  they  had  to  send  them  with  a  prescription 
to  some  chemist  and  druggist.  Dr.  H.  Harvey  (Liverpool)-, 
looked  upon  the  right  to  dispense  medicines  as  one  of  the 
most  ancient  privileges  of  the  medical  profession,  secured 
by  many  charters  and  ancient  documents,  and  they  ought>. 
not  to  be  deprived  of  that  privilege  now.  Mr.  Russell 
Coombe  (Exeter)  considered  that  if  they  had  not  the- 
power  to  dispense  medicines  they  would  be  simply  driving 
people  to  medical  institutes.  Dr.  Major  Greenwood! 
pointed  out  that  there  is  a  distinct  direction  in  the  Act 
that  leave  for  medical  men  to  dispense  should  only  be- 
given  where  absolutely  necessary.  Dr.  W.  Edwards 
(Swansea)  said  it  would  in  many  cases  mean  loss  of  work 
if  medical  men  were  not  allowed  to  dispense.  He  objected 
to  the  tariff  agreed  upon  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
as  "medical  men  could  not  afford  to  supply  drugs  at  the 
same  rate  as  a  huge  corporation  of  pharmaceutical' 
chemists,  who  could  probably  get  their  material  at  whole- 
sale prices,"  and  he  did  not  see  why  the  profession  should' 
be  tied  down  as  regards  its  prices  for  drugs  by  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society.  Dr.  Campbell  (Glasgow)  said  a 
working-man  would  "be  given  a  prescription  to  take  to 
the  chemist,  and  if  his  wife  or  any  of  his  family  had  the 
same  sort  of  trouble  he  would  take  that  same  prescription 
to  the  chemist  and  make  use  of  it,  and  the  doctor  would 
be  out  of  pocket."  Dr.  Leigh  Day  thought  that  if  doctors 
are  precluded  from  dispensing,  insured  persons  will  come 
to  the  doctor  for  simple  remedies,  and  this  will  enormously 
increase  the  doctor's  work.  Dr.  Buist  said  that  if  they 
attempted  to  go  too  far  they  would  deprive  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  power  of  imposing  on  chemists  who  are- 
going  to  take  contracts  under  the  Insurance  Act  such 
conditions  as  would  prevent  them  prescribing,  and  also 
from  dispensing  prescriptions  for  people  other  than  those 
for  whom  they  had  been 'prescribed. 

Then  followed  a  long  discussion  on  contract  practice- 
and  the  tactics  to  be  adopted  by  medical  men  in  case  the 
doctors'  demands  are  not  granted.    The  question  of 

remuneration 

was  considered  in  committee  on  Wednesday  afternoon,, 
and  on  Thursday  on  the  report  stage  it  was  agreed  in  the- 
following  resolution  : 

That  the  policv  of  the  Association  be  to  claim  a  minimum 
capitation  fee  of  8s.  6rZ.,  not  including  extras  and  medicine, 
for  members  of  approved  societies,  and  to  claim  the  recog- 
nition of  payment  per  attendance,  in  which  case  the  tees 
must  be  on  such  a  basis  as  shall  be  deemed  an  equivalent 
bv  the  State  Sickness  Insurance  Committee,  with  recognition- 
of  a  21.  maximum  income  limit. 

The  other  matters  discussed  were  who  should  administer- 
the  medical  benefit,  and  what  is  to  be  the  attitude  of  the 
profession  until  all  their  requirements  are  conceded. 
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National  Insurance  Dispensing. 

By  H.  C.  Richards. 


NATIONAL  INSURANCE. 

1  Always  Avenue, 
Sacch.  list. 
Dr.  Lloyd  G forge. 


Patient. 


Date  . 


I.  The  Prescriber  and  Prescription. 

NO  one  6eems  very  anxious  to  come  forward  with  any 
suggestions  on  this  matter ;  time  is  going  on,  and  it 
looks  very  much  as  if  the  chemist  ie  going  to  leave  it  to 
someone  else  to  tell  him  what  he  must  do  and  what  he 
-will  b©  paid  for  it,  instead  of  saying  what  he  is  prepared 
to  do  and  what  payment  he  expects  for  it. 

The  first  thing  to  deal  with  is  the  mode  of  writing 
prescriptions.  I  would  suggest  that  the  medical  men  be 
supplied  with  a  special  prescription  book  to  be  vised  for 
all  National  Insurance  prescriptions.  This  book  should 
be  in  triplicato  form,  having  one  thin  sheet  which  remains 
in  the  book,  and  a  double  sheet  (perforated)  which 
is  given  to  the  patient,  who  must  deliver  it  to  the  chemist 
intact.  One  of  these  copies  is  filed  and  pasted  in  the 
piescription  book  at  a  convenient  time,  the  other  is  to 
be  used  as  a  voucher  and  presented  to  the  authorities  when 
the  claim  for  payment  is  made.  The  three  copies  can  be 
made  by  having  a  "white  sheet  suitable  for  writing  on 
twice  as  wide  as  the  transparent  page,  and  perforated 
so  that  it  can  be  torn  from  the  book,  also  torn  in  halves. 
A  carbon  paper  prepared  both  sides  is  placed 
on  the  white  sheet,  the  transparent  sheet  on  the 
carbon,  and  the  other  half  of  the  while  sheet 
folded  over.  The  top  white  sheet  is  written  on, 
thus  giving  an  impression  on  two  facing  sides  of  the 

transparent  sheet.  A  list 
of  the  chemists  doing 
National  Insurance  work 
could  be  printed  on  the 
back  of  one  of  the 
copies,  so  that  the 
patient  can  select  his 
chemist.  When  a  pre- 
scription is  received 
both  copies  should  be 
numbered  (the  same 
number,  of  course),  and 
the  copy  that  is  to  be 
used  as  a  voucher  should 
bear  the  chemist's 
stamp.  In  case  it  should 
get  mixed  with  others 
during  the  checking  by 
the  authorities,  the  num- 
ber should  be  put  on  the 
label,  which  would  prove 
useful  for  reference. 
The  prescription  book  should  be  one  specially  made  for 
pasting  in,  and  the  pages  should  be  a  suitable  size  in 
proportion  to  the  prescription  forms,  to  take,  say,  nine 
forms.  The  prescription  forms  should  be  pasted  in 
according  to  their  numbers — which  would  facilitate  ready 
reference.  It  would  also  be  advisable  to  index  the  book. 
With  regard  to  "Rep.  Mist.,  etc.,"  if  this  system  be 
adopted  it  would  be  necessary  for  the  doctor  to  write  a 
fresh  prescription  every  time,  and  not  "Rep.  Mist.,  etc.," 
because  the  patient  has  the  right  to  go  to  any  chemist  on 
the  panel  to  have  his  prescription  dispensed,  and  I  take 
it  that  he  need  not  go  to  the  same  chemist  for  the  6econd 
bottle  of  the  same  prescription ;  but  it  is  most  likely  that 
the  majority  will  go  to  the  same  chemist,  and  when  the 
doctor  knows  this  he  may  order  "  Rep.  Mist.,  etc.,"  so 
that  there  would  be  the  possibility  of  receiving  an  order 
"  Rep.  Mist.,"  and  then  it  would  be  necessary  to  keep 
the  prescription  book  indexed.  By  this  system  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  patient  does  not  retain  the  prescription, 
and  it  cannot  be  passed  on  to  the  other  members  of  the 
family  or  friends — a  point  which  the  medical  men  are 
much  concerned  about. 

In  a  subsequent  article  pricing  systems  will  be  fully 
dealt  with,  and  in  the  meantime  I  need  only  say  that  a 
per  capita  basis  would  be  disadvantageous  until  several 
years'  working  of  the  Act  6hows  what  the  average  costs 
work  out  at.    One  thing  directly  related  to  the  cost  of  the 


This  must  be  presented  complete 
to  one  of  the  Chemists  on  the 
other  side. 


medicines  is  the  nature  of  the  prescriptions.  A  great  many 
chemists  have  had  experience  of  hospital  and  retail 
dispensing  and  know  what  a  contrast  there  is  in  the  work. 
The  retail  chemist  receives  prescriptions  from  all  parts, 
and  may  be  called  upon  at  any  minute  to  do  anything 
within  the  unlimited  bounds  of  pharmacy,  whereas  the 
hospital  or  doctor's  dispenser  knows  within  a  narrow 
margin  what  is  coming  and  is  prepared  for  it,  by  way 
of  concentrated  stock  mixtures,  pills,  etc.  When  the 
doctors  who  have  kept  dispensers,  and  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  ordering  "  Mist,  so-and-so,"  have  to  turn  up 
their  formulae  and  write  the  prescription  in  full,  the 
chemist  will  find  it  a  very  tough  uphill  game  to  keep 
pace  with  the  demand,  and  it  will  obviously  take  the 
chemist  twice  or  three  times  as  long  to  do  the  work  as 
it  would  the  dispenser  who  has  all  the  doctor '6  particular 
requirements  at  hand.  The  time  involved  will  therefore 
have  to  be  a  charge  in  pricing.  Doctors  may  then  com- 
plain about  patients  being  kept  long,  and  the  authorities 
will  complain  about  the  charge  for  time  in  dispensing,  so 
that  the  question  will  arise,  "  How  can  the  work  be 
simplified  ?  "  So  far  as  I  can  see  there  is  only  one  answer, 
and  that  is  to  institute  a  National  Insurance  Pharmaco- 
poeia which  shall  contain  one  formula  for  each  of  the 
mixtures,  ointments,  pills,  etc.,  in  general  use  hy  the 
medical  men,  and  the  formulae  should  be  approved  of  by 
the  British  Medical  Association,  or  some  similar  body ; 
then  the  chemist  could  keep  a  few  stock  mixtures,  etc., 
and  get  through  the  work  with  comparative  ease  and  at 
a  considerable  reduction  in  cost  of  time. 

Personally  my  experience  has  been  principally  in  retail 
dispensing,  but  I  have  on  various  occasions  relieved 
dispensers  at  dispensaries,  and  have  thus  obtained  a  fair 
knowledge  of  the  work,  so  I  have  not  the  slightest  hesita- 
tion in  saying  that  under  present  retail  conditions  it  would 
take  the  chemist  at  least  twice  as  long  to  do  the  work, 
and  the  drugs  would  cost  about  twice  as  much.  The 
work  will  take  twice  as  long  because,  as  I  have  said 
before,  the  chemist  will  not  under  present  conditions  be 
able  to  keep  stock  mixtures,  etc.,  and  will  have  to  weigh 
and  measure  every  ingredient  separately.  Strict  phar- 
macy has  also  to  be  considered.  Concentrated  infusions 
for  one  thing  are  not  officially  recognised  for  dispensing, 
but  I  think  on  account  of  time-saving  they  will  have  to- 
be  recognised,  at  least  for  National  Insurance  dispensing. 
Then  there  is  the  cost  of  the  preparations.  The  doctor's 
dispenser  has  not  to  contend  with  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Acts  authorities,  and  can  thu6  save  an  enormous 
amount  of  spirit  by  using  the  proportion  of  concentrated 
tinctures,  etc.,  leaving  out  the  spirit  for  his  stock  mix- 
tures, and  by  using  methylated  liniments,  concentrated 
waters,  tap  water,  etc.,  instead  of  the  official  preparations. 
I  think  there  is  little  doubt  that  although  the  unofficial 
and  cheaper  preparations  are  used,  the  patient  gets  the 
same  benefit ;  so  there  is  every  reason  why  these  prepara- 
tions should  be  recognised,  seeing  that  cost  will  be  a 
most  important  point.  To  illustrate  the  comparative  cost 
of  a  stock  mixture,  here  is  a  Concentrated  Mist.  Expect. 
(1  in  4)  : 

Official  Preparations  Unofficial  P.cparations 

s.    (1.  t.  (1. 

Ammon.  carb.         3}  oz.  ...     0   3i   n  7i 

Tr.  scilla?       ...      11  oz.    ...     ?.   6     Cone.  tr.  (1  to  3)   1  1 

Vin.  ipecac.   ...      l)oz.    ...     1    4A   Ext.  ipecac.  Hq   0  9 

20  oz.   ...     1   4  /Liq-tolu-conc. 

84  oz. 


Syr.  tolu. 
Aq.  dest.  ad 


[  Syrup,  simp. 
0   1     Aq.  font.  ... 

5  7 


0  6 
C  6 


3  l1. 


The  adoption  of  economical  methods  under  the  Act 
is  absolutely  necessary,  and  chemists  should  not  be 
behind  others  in  indicating  less  costly  prescriptions. 

The  Commissioners'  Task. — A  memorandum  on  the  .steps 
taken  preliminary  to  the  operation  of  Part  I.  of  the  National 
Insurance  Act  has  been  issued  as  a  Parliamentary  Paper. 
In  this  it  is  stated  that  a  departmental  sub-committee  is 
dealing-  with  the  question  of  medical  benefit,  and  a  pre- 
liminary report  on  the  matters  to  be  dealt  with  by  regula- 
tions has  been  under  consideration.  A  list  is  given  of  appoint- 
ments, the  Welsh  staff  including  a  chemist,  Mr.  E.  D.  Jones. 
"  Secretary  of  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  North  Wales." 
There  are  three  of  that  name  on  the  register. 
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SCIENTIFIC  PROGRESS. 

Temperatures  under  this  heading  are  on  the  Centigrade  scale 

Essential  Oils.  —  Experiments  by  Sidney  W.  Bunker, 
B.Sc,  on  the  solubility  of  water  in  essential  oils  is  the 
leading  feature  in  the  February  issue  of  "  The  Perfumery 
Record." 

Bergamot  Oil.—  The  adulteration  of  bergamot  oil  with 
terpenes  and  certain  synthetic  esters  naturally  reduces  the 
amount  of  fixed  residue  present.  In  order  to  adjust  this 
figure  so  as  to  deceive  the  analyst,  certain  non-volatile  sub- 
stances are  being  added  to  adulterated  oils.  It  is  well  to 
remember  that  the  natural  fixed  residue  of  bergamot  oil  has 
well-defined  characters,  and  the  refractive  index  and  saponi- 
fication-value  should  be  determined.  Hydrocarbon  wax  is 
being  employed  for  the  purpose,  and  this  is  easily  detected 
by  its  lower  refractive  index  and  its  unsaponifiable  nature. 

Evans'  Analytical  Notes  for  1911 — This  is  as  appro- 
priate a  section  as  any  in  which  to  make  some  observations 
regarding  the  sixth  annual  issue  of  notes  on  investigations 
conducted  in  their  analytical  laboratory  by  Messrs.  Evans 
Sons  Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd.,  of  Liverpool,  London,  and  New 
York,  by  Mr.  H.  R.  Jensen,  B.Sc,  their  chief  analyst,  and 
his  assistants.  The  issue  for  1911  is  notable  for  two  new 
tables  inserted  as  an  appendix  giving  the  physical  factors 
of  (1)  essential  oils  and  derivatives,  and  (2)  fixed  oils,  fats, 
and  waxes.  In  the  case  of  the  first  we  have  the  following 
factors:  s.g.,  op.  rot.,  ref.  index,  solubility  in  ale.  vols., 
composition,  and  special  values.  In  the  second  table  oil 
values  and  insoluble  fatty-acid  values  are  given,  the  former 
being,  s.g.,  ref.  ind.,  sap.  val.,  iod.  val.,  acid,  val.,  and 
sol.  pt.  The  tables  are  compiled  from  the  company's  labora- 
tory records  and  the  published  figures  of  Lewkowitsch,  Parry, 
Umney,  and  others,  the  figures  given  representing  either 
the  limits  most  frequently  observed  or  the  most  desirable 
range  of  actual  market  products.  Abnormal  and  inferior 
limits  are  indicated  by  small  type  underneath — c.rj.,  caraway 
oil,  s.g.  0.908  placed  under  0.910.  Among  the  annotations  of 
special  value  in  the  body  of  the  report  we  observe  an  interest- 
ing observation  on  a  sample  of  ambergris,  and  immediately 
following  it  are  the  analytical  figures  for  seven  samples  of 
amber  oil,  and  exceptionally  interesting  analytical  figures 
for  three  samples  of  amyl  acetate,  showing  that  the  com- 
mercial acetate  is  a  heterogeneous  mixture  of  perhaps  six 
bodies,  four  of  them  esters,  and  there  is  a  tendency  for  the 
acetate  to  contain  unaltered  alcohols.  Aconite,  belladonna, 
and  other  toxic  drugs  of  this  class  are  well  treated  in  the 
notes,  great  variations  in  the  commercial  supplies  being 
observed,  and  it  is  specially  noted  that  the  alkaloid  strength 
of  belladonna-root  was  low  in  1911.  Copaiba  receives  close 
attention.  The  balsam  values  and  essential-oil  values  of 
forty-five  samples  of  genuine  Maranham,  Para,  Bahia,  and 
Maracaibo  copaibas  are  set  forth,  as  well  as  similar  values 
for  adulterated  samples,  and  a  table  of  figures  obtained  by 
the  examination  of  vacuum  fractionated  copaiba  oils ;  the 
last  being  accounted  for,  probably,  by  the  doubt  recently 
thrown  on  Cooking's  test,  as  to  which  the  remark  is  made  : 
"In  our  experience  all  other  varieties  of  oil  have  withstood 
such  fractionation ;  careful  admixture  and  masking  is 
possible  here,  or  it  may  be  that  Central  American  (Mara- 
caibo) balsam  is  of  somewhat  different  composition,  with 
less  stability ;  if  this  be  so,  it  suggests  a  possible  source 
of  error  in  deductions  from  Cocking's  test,  which  is,  in  any 
case,  a  valuable  generalisation  requiring  much  more  em- 
phatic condemnation  before  it  can  be  ignored."  There  are 
notes  on  hydrastis-root,  ipecacuanha,  jalap,  linseed  oil, 
liquorice-juice,  male-fern  extract,  and  storax.  Three  samples 
of  the  last-named  are  reported  upon,  the  factors  for  an 
"  excellent  specimen  "  being 

Sol.  in  60°        Acid  Cinnamic 
Water  petroleum         val.  Ash  acid 

22.6  p.c.  11.9  p.c.       9.4  p.c.      0.8.  p.c.      12.4  p.c. 

A  dubious  sample  had  an  acid-value  of  69.5.  Further  infor- 
mation on  this  subject  is  required.  The  notes  upon  essential 
oils,  apart  from  the  tables  already  referred  to,  are  valuable 
as  giving  factors  for  articles  common  to  the  market,  and 
in  some  oases  of  oils  specially  distilled  in  the  company's 
laboratories — e.g.,  oil  distilled'  from  African  ginger,  which 
had  s.g.  0.881,  opt.  rot.  -45°  18',  and  ref.  ind.  1.4932. 
Similar  factors  are  given  for  five  fractions,  into  which  the 
oil  was  separated.  Fixed  oils  are  also  well  treated,  and 
so  are  chemicals.  It  would  be  an  advantage  if  the  writers 
would  add  references  to  processes  or  results  when  names  of 
the  authorities  are  mentioned— e.g.,  it  is  suggested  under 
atropine-  that  "it  might  be  profitable  to  check  the  abnormal 
figures  of  Javillier."  At  once  the  reader  wants  to  turn  up 
Javillier's  figures.  Where  is  he  to  begin  the  search?  Those 
of  our  readers  who  have  not  received  a  copy  of  the  report 
mav  obtain  one  on  application  to  Messrs.  Evans  Sons  Lescher 
&  Webb,  Ltd.,  56  Hanover  Street  Liverpool. 


pM^™  DEPARTMENT 


I 


&  D.  INFORMATION  DEPARTMENT,  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 
.Telegraphic  Address  :  "CHEMICUS  LONDON." 
Telephone  No.:  BANK  852  (two  lines). 


INFORMATION  WANTED. 

We  would  be  obliged  if  any  reader  would  inform  us  by  post- 
card or  telephone  who  are  the  makers  or  agents  of  the  articles 
mentioned  in  the  following  inquiries: 


89/28. 
92/23. 
89/21. 
85/45. 
90/6. 
89/31. 
90/44. 
89/17. 
92/7. 
85/44. 
82/15. 
92/21. 
89/27. 
92/27. 
171/31 
93/25. 
makers. 
89/19. 


Spelterine  (a  silica). 

"  Wavcurl  "  :  supply. 

"  Star  "  camomile  drops. 

"  Ruby  "  Carlsbad  powder. 
Welshman's  pills:  makers. 

Neal's  lactose  (sugar-of-milk). 
Pupemola  "  (for  puppies). 

"  Entericin  "  (for  enteric  fever). 
Farrier's  syrup  of  hypophosphites. 

"  Geranium-juice  "  (a  liquid  rouge). 

"Stork"  brand  waterproof  sheeting. 

"  Pine  Tar  Liquid  Soap  "  for  shampoo. 

"  Sinsen  "  mineral  water  (Mirette  &  Cie.). 

Lauer's  hypodermic  syringes :  London  agent. 
"Mascot"  nit-pomade:  address  of  makers. 

Pulvis    ttragacanthae     antisepticus     (compound)  : 


Clement's  shaving-soap  (a  short  stick  in  imitation 
ebony  case). 

85/320.  "  Perfection  "  atomiser  (Ellis  &  Goltermann) : 
London  supply. 

90/70.  Address  of  L.  F.  Leeming,  maker  of  "Feather- 
weight "  eye-shades. 

90/24.  Dr.  Burnett's  ventilated  transparent  vaccination 
shield  in  envelopes. 

88/58.  "  Tellurine,"  a  yellow  polishing  earth  (probably 
of  French  or  Italian  origin). 


INFORMATION  SUPPLIED. 

During  the  past  week  we  have  answered  inquiries  as  to  the 
makers  or  sellers  of  the  following  articles.  The  information  will 
be  repeated  to  other  inquirers  who  send  to  this  Department  a 
stamped  and  addressed  envelope  for  the  purpose. 


"Ajax"  shoulder  braces, 
91/10 

Antimeresfcem  (London 
agents),  83/22 

Bathasweet  (S.  African  in- 
quiry), 88/1 

Bergamot-oil  manufacturers 
(Russian  inquiry),  86/19 

Black  Singapore  pepper,  im- 
porters (Russian  inquiry), 
86/190 

Block  disinfectant,  84/23 
Brine's  hop  pillows,  91/31 
Camel-hair  pencils,  90/24 
"  Camilo  "  tooth-brush,  92/10 
Cementine,  88/30 
"Cheese  Starter,"  91/44 
Coformalix,  92/24 
Cream  of  tartar,  90/5 
"  Crown  "  feeder,  91/73 
Curare,  89/34 

Cuticura  preparations 

(makers),  90/35 
Cut-out  paper  letters,  87/60 
Cycloform,  88/66 
Easton's  "  Razorette,"  92/19 
Garfield's  tea,  85/45 
Hydropyrin,  92/8 
Iodocitin,  93/22 
Jamaica  pimento,  importers 

(Russian  inquiry),  86/191 
Lemon  oil  (Italian  distillery), 

86/19 


"  Manic"  nail  clipper,  78/19 
Mercolised  wax,  89/69  and 
90/16 

Dr.  Morse's  Indian  root-pills, 

90/45 
Ozerine,  91/20 
Pastinello  powder,  80/74 
"  Potosi  "  silver,  85/7 
Peptovino  tablets,  89/27 
Prescription  booklets  (tear- 

offs),  88/64 
Rodagen,  84/60 
Sandow's  bath  salts,  84/600 
"  Sapolin  "  enamel,  83/58 
"  Simplex  "  shoulder  braces, 

90/46 

Soda  manganate,  84/23 

"Soil-Off,"  92/100 

Steam-jacketed  pans,  87/50 

Tablet-makers  (own  ingre- 
dients), 169/25 

"Twenty  Mule  Team" 
brand  of  borax,  90/15 

United  Drug  Co.,  Ltd.  (Lon- 
don address),  89/35  and 
89/67 

Vacuoline,  88/40 

Volta  meteorite  electric 
powder,  86/62 

"  Zana  "  baths,  84/60 

"  Zeozon  "  preparations, 
82/19 


Messes.  Burt,  Boulton  &  Haywood,  Ltd.,  Cannon  Street, 
London,  E.C,  inform  us  that  they  have  received  a  portion 
of  the  Borough  of  Stepney's  contract  for  carbolic  powder 
alluded  to  in  last  week's  issue,  which  we  stated  was  awarded 
to  the  Sanitas  Co.,  Ltd. 
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OBSERVATIONS  &  REFLECTIONS 

By  Xrayser  II. 

The  Half-holiday 

enforced  on  tradesmen  by  the  Shops  Act 
will  not  occasion  to  pharmacists  a  tithe  of  the  difficulties 
which  many  of  them  seem  to  anticipate.  Inconveniences 
will  no  doubt  occur,  but  it  is  astonishing  how  the  most 
formidable-looking  hindrances  are  smoothed  out  and  dis- 
appear as  use  and  wont  accustom  us  to  new  conditions. 
Already  the  half-holiday  is  in  many  places  an  accomplished 
fact  for  pharmacists  as  for  other  tradesmen,  and  I  am 
assured  that  even  in  neighbourhoods  in  which  some  refuse 
to  follow  the  general  custom  those  who  close  have  no 
reason  to  regret  doing  so.  I  may  add,  from  my  own 
experience,  that  those  who  do  not  may  lose  more  than 
they  gain  by  their  abstention.  For  many  years  I  was 
the  only  chemist  in  a  certain  town  who  did  not  close  on 
Wednesday  afternoons,  the  reason  being  that  having  a 
post-office  in  connection  with  my  business  I  was  not 
allowed  by  the  Department  to  close.  The  result  was  just 
sufficient  business  (virtually  all  of  it  unnecessary)  to  be 
an  annoyance,  but  not  enough  to  pay  me  for  it.  Business 
done  under  such  conditions  means  both  a  moral  and  a 
material  loss.  The  only  sensible  plan  for  pharmacists  when 
the  Act  comes  into  force  is  to  close  voluntarily,  and  to 
disregard  the  action  of  any  "crank"  who  declines  to  do 
so.  In  those  few  cases  (if  there  are  such)  in  which  it  is 
impossible  to  close,  the  difficulty  of  distinguishing  between 
medical  and  non-medical  commodities  will  arrange  itself, 
and  the  pharmacist  with  the  law  behind  him  will  be  in  a 
better  position  than  I  occupied  in  declining  to  supply 
unreasonable  customers.  Nor  is  it  likely  that,  except  in 
cases  in  which  a  deliberate  attempt  to  evade  the  law  has 
been  made,  any  legal  trouble  will  arise. 
The  Result 

of  the  meeting  of  the  British  Medical  Associa- 
tion apparently  is  that  the  doctors  will  assist  in  preparing 
for  the  working  of  the  Insurance  Act,  but  will  not  aecept 
work  under  it  unless  their  minimum  requirements  are 
conceded.  This  is  represented  as  an  improvement  upon 
their  previous  attitude,  but  it  does  not  advance  matters 
very  much.  The  chief  difficulty  is  the  income  limit,  on 
which  point  the  Government  cannot  give  way  without 
abandoning  what  they  have  always  spoken  of  as  a  most 
important,  if  not  an  absolutely  essential,  feature  of  the 
Act.  Perhaps  Dr.  Chappie's  suggestion  that  the  old  limit 
of  1607.  should  be  retained  and  doctors  allowed  to  charge 
a  reduced  fee — say,  one  quarter — to  persons  with  an 
income  above  21.  per  week  may  prove  a  way  out  of  the 
i/npassc.  Meanwhile  our  prospect  as  pharmacists  is  as 
precarious  as  ever  it  was,  or  more  so,  as  one  of  the 
doctors'  demands  is  that  thev  shall  be  allowed  to  d  o  their 
own  dispensing  should  they  so  desire,  for  it  requires  no 
great  prescience  to  foresee  that  many  of  them  will  so 
desire  if  the  dispensing-tariff  proves  remunerative.  We 
are,  in  fact,  between  the  devil  and  the  deep  sea,  the 
doctors  and  the  friendly  societies.  By  general  consent  we 
have  hitherto  been  patient  and  reasonable;  now  is  the 
time  to  oppose  with  all  our  power  and  by  all  means  we 
possess  any  compromise  that  would  worsen  the  position 
promised  to  us  by  the  Act  as  it  stands.  The  adoption  of 
the  scheme  provided  for  by  Sub-section  3  is  what  we 
should  agitate  for,  and  this  seems  now  to  be  the  only  way 
in  which  the  intention  of  the  Act  can  be  realised. 
The  Manchester  Imbroglio 

has  its  amusing  as  well  as  its 
serious  side.    It  is  really  comical  to  observe  the  tactless- 


ness of  good  men  when  they  are  so  desperately  in  earnest 
that  they  must  be  perpetually  snubbing  their  best  workers 
and  rubbing  their  most  loyal  supporters  the  wrong  way. 
It  is  serious  because  at  this  critical  juncture  we  need 
the  services  of  all,  and  it  seems  like  despising  of  the  good 
gifts  of  Providence  to  compel  a  shrewd,  hard-headed  Scot 
to  waste  his  'cuteness  on  the  desert  area  inhabited  by  the 
poor  but  provident  Celtic  fringe,  and  no  less  than  an 
impertinence  to  dictate  methods  of  procedure  to  an  ex- 
Councillor  and  President  of  the  Manchester  Association. 
The  cephaloedematous  young  men  at  ' '  the  Square  "  pro- 
bably think  Scotland  is  a  negligible  quantity,  though  they 
are  uncommonly  shy  of  touching  the  business  end  of  the 
thistle,  but  they  must  not  forget  that  what  Manchester 
thinks  to-day  England  will  think  to-morrow,  and  the  Phar- 
maceutical Council  will  do  the  worst  day's  work  of  its 
existence  if  it  alienates  the  North  of  England.  More- 
over, every  ounce  of  genuine,  spontaneous  movement  from 
within  is  worth  a  ton  of  that  ponderous  logomachy  known 
by  the  blessed  name  "organisation,"  superimposed  from 
without. 

The  Registration  of  Surnames 

as  trade-marks  is  obviously 
unjust.  Were  such  a  procedure  to  be  legalised,  it  would 
add  greatly  to  our  perplexities  by  increasing  the  diffi- 
culties of  carrying  on  business.  It  is,  therefore,  in 
accordance  with  common  sense  as  well  as  law  that  any 
new  departure  in  this  direction  should  not  be  allowed. 
It  would  be  intolerable  if,  for  example,  a  tobacconist 
named  Boardman  were  to  find  himself  unable  to  label  his. 
tobaccos  "  Boardman's  "  if  he  wished  to  do  so,  and  simi- 
larly it  is  quite  within  the  limits  of  probability  that  a 
McEwan  might  set  up  in  business  as  a  brewer  in  Burton, 
or  even  in  Edinburgh,  who,  of  course,  would  have  a  perfect . 
right  to  speak  of  McEwan's  beer.  So  long  as  no  attempt 
is  made  to  trade  on  another  firm's  reputation  by  imitating 
its  labels  or  by  other  means,  no  one  can  have  any  ground 
for  complaint.  The  judgment  reported  and  commented 
upon  in  the  0.  cb  D.  last  week  is  to  be  welcomed,  and  I 
hope  it  will  stand  if  an  appeal  should  be  lodged. 
"  So-called  Percentages"  of  Profit 

seem  to  have  incurred 
Mr.  J.  P.  Gilmour's  ire.  Just  why  these  poor  unfor- 
tunates should  have  been  pilloried  is  not  clear,  but  we 
have  Mr.  Gilmour's  assurance  that  they  exert  a  baleful 
"alluring"  influence  on  us  ignorant  pharmacists.  This  is 
really  a  terrible  state  of  things,  but,  thank  heaven,  Mr. 
Gilmour  has  a  cure — we  must  learn  more  mathematics. 
Worse  than  that,  we  crack  glass  measures  with  hot  syrup 
because  we  don't  know  enough  physics,  and  we  require 
dynamics  so  that  we  may  weigh  correctly  a  pound  of 
sulphur.  Apparently  also  we  must  know  all  about  pneu- 
matics and  hydrostatics  before  we  can  elaborate  theories 
to  explain  the  fermentation  of  syrup.  While  we  are  at  it,. 
I  want  to  make 

A  Practical  Suggestion. 

What  an  advantage  would  it  be  for 
us  to  know  all  about  the  laws  of  falling  bodies !  For 
example,  the  formula  S=igfc2  would  enable  us  to  calculate 
to  the  fraction  of  a  second  just  how  long  it  would  take 
for  a  bottle  to  fall  from  the  apprentice's  hand  as  he  is 
dusting  the  top  shelf  to  the  floor,  and  to  judge  whether 
there  would  be  time  for  us  to  rush  across  the  shop  and 
avert  the  catastrophe  !  Seriously,  what  really  does  Mr. 
Gilmour  want?  My  impression  is  that  we  already  learn; 
quite  enough  mathematics,  and  that  to  encourage  the 
authorities  in  the  belief  that  a  higher  standard  is  required 
is— well,  let  me  say  undesirable,  but  that  is  too  mild  a 
word.  It  is  not  calculating  the  profit  that  is  the  real 
trouble ;  the  difficulty  is  to  get  the  profit  after  we  have 
made  the  calculation. 
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DISINFECTANTS. 

OF  ALL  CO-EFFICIENCIES 
OF  ALL  KINDS  AND 
FOR  ALL  P  U  RPOSES . 

THE''SANITAS''C?lh?  Locksley  Street, 

LIMEHOUSE,  LONDON. 


[Showcards  and  Literature 
on  application. 
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"  MILK  of  MAGNESIA 

(Registered  Trade  Mark) 

(PHILLIPS) 

For  sp  cial  terms  apply  to  THE  CHARLES  H.  PHILLIPS  CHEMICAL  CO., , 

14  Henrietta  Street,  Covent  Garden,  W.C. 


S.V.M. 

Jas.  Burrough  Ltd. 


METHYLATED  SPIRIT 

Also  RECTIFIED  SPIRIT. 

S.V.R. 

D.I.  Cale  Distillery,  Hutton  Road, 
LAMBETH,  S.E. 


^^mcox,  JOZEAU  X  CO. 

^pigHsymOTkel .  London .  SW 

]■   Importers-  and  Exporters  of 


FRENCH  and  all  FOREIGN 
PROPRIETARY  MEDICINES 


Price  List    on  Applic 

5pecial   •  Export   '  Te 

Foreign  •  Prescripii 
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Editorial  Articles. 


National  Insurance  Act. 

The  medical  and  pharmaceutical  developments  of  the 
past  month  carry  us  a  little  nearer  to  the  stage  of  business 
arrangements  which  must  be  concluded  before  the  Act 
comes  into  force.  We  deal  elsewhere  with  the  British 
Medical  Association's  meeting,  at  which  certain  resolu- 
tions embracing  irreducible  minima  were  adopted,  and  the 
wise  conclusion  was  reached  that  on  behalf  of  medical 
men  delegates  of  the  Association  would  meet  the  Insur- 
ance Commissioners.  This  is  to  the  good.  They  seek  a 
minimum  annual  medical  fee  of  8s.  6<7.  per  capita 
for  insured  persons  whose  income  does  not  exceed 
21.  a  week,  and  at  first  sight  this  demand  seems 
impossible  of  realisation ;  but  the  Commissioners 
have  wide  powers,  and  it  is  not  impossible  to 
make  regulations  under  which  doctors  who  attend 
persons  with  an  income  above,  say,  30.5.  a  week 
will  be  paid  partly  from  the  insurance  fund  and  the  rest 
by  the  patient.  The  fact  will  not  be  overlooked  that  a 
large  proportion  of  the  ten  million  persons  who  are  to  be 
brought  within  the  club  rates  of  practice,  hitherto  con- 
fined to  less  than  four  millions,  are  persons  of  moderate 
means  who  at  present  pay  for  their  medical  treatment. 
Both  doctors  and  chemists  lose  by  the  transference  of 
these  persons  to  the  Act's  conditions,  and  the  doctors  con- 
sider that  8s.  6d.  a  head  is  what  they  need  to  cover  the  loss. 
We  are  content  that  the  doctors  should  fight  out  their  case 
with  the  Commissioners,  so  long  as  the  statutory  condi- 
tions for  the  dispensing  of  medicines  are  not  imperilled. 
A  resolution  regarding  dispensing  passed  at  last  week's 
medical  meeting  looks  dangerous,  since  it  asks  for  continu- 
ance of  the  present  practice  of  doctors  prescribing  medi- 
cines and  dispensing  them.  This  cannot  be  done  under 
the  Act,  except  to  the  limited  extent  provided  in  Sec- 
tion 15  (5,  ii.),  but  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  resolution 
referred  to  has  no  immediate  contingency ;  it  is  for  con- 
sideration in  the  event  of  an  amending  Act  being  con- 
templated. Mr.  J.  F.  Tocher,  ex-President  of  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Conference,  sends  as  a  copy  of  a  letter 
on  this  subject  which  he  has  addressed  to  "The  Times" 
but  which  our  contemporary  has  not  yet  printed.  In  the 
course  of  this  letter  he  explains  the  principles  of  the  dis- 
pensing provisions,  and  how  the  doctors'  proposal  would 
rob  insured  persons  of  the  right  to  get  their  medicines 
where  they  like;  would  do  away  with  the  provision  to 
have  a  properly  qualified  pharmaceutical  service,  and 
would  continue  the  reprehensible  practice  of  prescribing 
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and  dispensing  by  one  man.  Mr.  Tocher  characterises 
the  dispensing  resolution  as  extraordinary,  for  one  reason 
because — 

It  is  in  direct  conflict  with  a  resolution  passed  last  year 
at  a  joint  committee  meeting  consisting  of  twelve  members 
■elected  by  the  British  Medical  Association  and  twelve  elected 
by  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  .  .  .  which 
unanimously  approved  of  the  principle  that  dispensing 
generally  should  be  performed  exclusively  by  registered 
pharmacists.  But  when  an  opportunity  came  to  get  this 
principle  enforced  the  views  of  the  leaders  and  of  disin- 
terested practitioners  were  set  aside,  and  an  ancient  privi- 
lege, unsuited  to  modern  civilisation,  was  re-asserted. 

Happily  there  is  no  immediate  prospect  of  the  resolu- 
tion, being  carried  into  effect.  So  far  as  pharmacy  is  con- 
cerned it  is  somewhat  surprising  that  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  finds  itself  unable,  as  a  Society  with  statutory 
powers,  to  proceed  with  the  work  which  it  had  commenced 
under  the  Act.  We  understood  that  the  new  organisation 
scheme  was  inaugurated  largely  for  the  reason  that  the 
work  for  chemists  in  connection  with  the  dispensing  pro- 
visions would  have  to  be  done  by  the  Society.  It  was  an 
•opportunity  such  as  the  Society  has  rarely  had  during  its 
history  to  work  for  the  drug-trade;  but  when  the  work 
begins  it  is  deliberately  abandoned  and  handed  over 
"to  a  Provisional  Committee.  Now,  this  committee 
has  found  it  necessary  at  the  outset  to  find  the  means 
to  carry  on  its  work.  There  appears  to  be  agreement  on 
the  part  of  the  committee  with  the  arrangement,  it  en- 
sures freedom  from  the  Society's  control  and  independence 
of  action  in  different  parts  of  Great  Britain  within  broad 
principles  agreed  to  by  the  Central  Committee  acting 
jointly  for  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales.  The  money 
Tequired  may  not  be  much,  but  eleven  pharmacists  have  to 
"be  brought  together  frequently  during  the  next  three 
months  or  so  to  work  for  the  trade  as  a  whole,  and  we 
feel  sure  that  the  trade  does  not  desire  that  these  gentle- 
men should  be  out  of  pocket  through  the  work.  It  is  prob- 
able that  preliminary  subscriptions  will  be  invited,  but 
it  would  be  desirable  ultimately  to  formulate  a  definite 
scheme  of  contributions  whereby  each  chemist  or  com- 
pany on  the  panels  would  pay  a  small  annual  sum,  prob- 
ably not  exceeding  2.?.  6d.  for  each  shop  at  which  Insur- 
ance Act  work  is  done.  The  Executive  Committee  is 
devising  a  scheme  under  which  the  chemists  in  each  area 
•controlled  by  an  Insurance  Committee  will  have  their  own 
organisation,  with  representatives  on  a  larger  District  Com- 
mittee ;  these,  again,  returning  members  to  a  National 
■Committee,  and  there  is  likely  to  be  a  Joint  Committee 
substantially  as  in  the  case  of  the  Commissioners.  It  is 
apparent  that  local  work  will  almost  be  paramount  in  the 
•administration  of  the  drug  part  of  the  medical  benefit, 
while  the  negotiations  with  the  Insurance  Commissioners 
will  be  conducted  through  tho  Joint  Pharmaceutical  Com- 
mittee which  is  set  up.  The  sinews  of  war  are,  therefore, 
needful,  although  the  drug-trade  has  been  remarkably 
peaceful.  In  this  connection  we  quote  from  a  letter  which 
Mr.  Tocher  has  addressed  to  a  member  of  Parliament  : 

Wo  have  raised  no  furore  over  the  Act;  we  are  taking  the 
most  favourable  view  of  the  Act,  and  are  doing  everything 
possible  in  order  that  it  may  work  smoothly.  We  have 
never  threatened  to  refuse  to  supply  medicines;  why,  then, 
should  the  supply  of  medicines  under  the  Act  fall  to  the 
ground  because  medical  men  refuse  to  give  medical  attend- 
ance? There  is  too  much  of  a  disposition  on  the  part  of 
■official  people,  and  even  on  the  part  of  the  public,  to  hang 
pharmacists  generally  on  to  the  acts  of  medical  men,  and 
to  mako^  pharmacists  to  a  great  extent  dependent  upon 
them.  Now,  I  have  had  for  twenty  years  to  do  with  the 
■examination  of  pharmacists,  and  I  have  in  my  time  also 
given  some  training  to  young  men  preparing  for  the  medical 
profession.  They  receive  no  real  training  in  the  preparation 
•or  in  the  dispensing  of  medicines.  They  understand  how 
<to  fill  bottles,  that  is  all.    I  have  been  for  a  long  time  an 


advocate  of  a  greater  recognition  professionally  of  the  phar- 
macist, owing  to  his  changed  status  brought  about  by  a 
fairly  high  standard  of  technical  training. 

Is  it  not  possible  for  the  Pharmaceutical  Committee  to 
get  this  matter  of  dispensing  discussed  with  the  Commis- 
sioners without  waiting  for  their  settling  with  the  doctors  ? 
This  question  naturally  arises  from  Mr.  Tocher's  remarks, 
and  it  should  not  be  lost  sight  of.  But  we  again  come 
back  to  the  point  that  the  committee  requires  the  support 
of  the  trade,  and  that,  we  trust,  will  be  forthcoming. 
The  Executive  appointed  last  week  met  again  in  London 
on  Wednesday  afternoon  to  consider  the  questions  referred 
to  it,  especially  the  organisation  of  the  trade,  and  the  basis 
or  scale  of  dispensing  charges. '  The  meeting  was  private, 
but  fair  progress  was  made. 


The  American  Tariff. 

Some  further  interesting  details  concerning  the  "Under- 
wood Bill,  proposing  a  revision  of  the  chemical  schedule 
of  the  Payne-Aldrich  law,  have  come  to  hand  since  last 
week,  and  in  view  of  the  many  drastic  changes  which 
have  been  made  by  the  Democratic  party  we  call  attention 
to  some  of  the  main  items  which  may  affect  American 
drug  importers  and  London  exporters.  These  include 
the  importers  of  medicinal  roots,  herbs,  leaves,  seeds, 
etc.,  who  naturally  object  to  taking  many  of  these  from 
the  free  list  and  making  them  dutiable.  We  mentioned 
last  week  that  buchu-leaves,  hitherto  free,  were  to  be 
dutiable  at  10c.  per  lb.  This  is  regarded  as  a  grave  error, 
as  this  duty,  coming  on  top  of  the  36c.  per  lb.  collected 
in  South  Africa,  places  American  makers  of  fluid  extract 
of  buchu  at  a  disadvantage  as  compared  with  British  and 
German  manufacturers,  and  this  notwithstanding  the 
duties  now  imposed  on  finished  medical  products.  The 
new  duty  of  10c.  probably  accounts  for  the  recent  heavy 
buying  on  the  part  of  America,  as  no  doubt  the  Bill, 
if  passed,  would  become  operative  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal 
year,  March  31.  The  same  remarks  apply  to  the  raising 
of  the  duty  on  coca-leaves  from  5c.  to  10c.  per  lb.  In  the 
opinion  of  leading  importers  the  revision  of  the  entire 
botanical  drug-list  appears  to  be  a  haphazard  changing  of 
duties,  chiefly  in  an  upward  direction,  without  regard 
to  the  initial  cost  of  the  articles.  The  opinion  of  one 
important  firm  is  expressed  in  the  "  New  York  Commer- 
cial "  thus — ■ 

"  That  portion  of  the  title  of  the  Underwood  Bill  which 
states  its  purpose  to  be  that  of  '  reducing  duties  '  is  a 
misnomer.  The  measure  is  properly  entitled  a  Bill  to 
provide  revenue,  and  it  apparently  seeks  to  raise  revenue 
in  any  and  every  conceivable  way,  without  any  considera- 
tion of  the  character  of  the  articles  upon  which  it  attempts 
to  impose  heavy  duties.  On  general  principles  it  is  wrong 
to  place  an  import  tariff  on  any  raw  materials  which  cannot 
be  produced  in  this  country.  Yet  this  is  what  the  Under- 
wood Bill  attempts  to  do.  If  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Bill 
to  raise  revenue  by'  encouraging  importations  of  many 
articles  which  hitherto  have  been  barred  out  of  this  country 
by  an  unduly  high  tariff  wall,  it  should  suggest  a  general 
lowering  of  this  wall,  which  will  apply  to  all  drugs  of 
botanicals  in  the  same  group,  and  not  endeavour  to  raise 
the  duty  on  a  majority  of  the  botanicals  which  are  in 
exactly  the  same  general  classifications  as  others  whose 
duties  either  have  not  been  raised  or  have  been  actually 
reduced.  There  seems  to  have  been  a  shocking  lack  of 
system  in  arranging  this  proposed  revision  of  duties  on 
botanical  drugs,  and  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  Underwood 
Bill  will  not  be  enacted  in  its  present  shape." 

After  all,  it  is  the  consumer  who  pays,  and  importers 
themselves  will  naturally  add  the  increased  cost  to  the 
price  of  the  articles.  On  the  other  hand,  the  majority 
of  importers  and  dealers  in  essential  oils  are  pleased  with 
the  proposals  to  reduce  the  duties  on  many  items  to  20  per 
cent,  ad  valorem,  as  against  25  per  cent,  ad  valorem 
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under  the  Payne-Aldrieh  tariff,  but  naturally  they  object  to 
the  elimination  from  the  free  list  of  several  oils  hitherto 
exempt  from  duty.  Oils  of  anise,  bitter  almond,  berga- 
mot,  lavender,  lemon,  limes,  neroli,  orange,  origanum, 
rosemary,  otto  of  rose,  thyme,  and  valerian  oils  will  all 
pay  24  per  cent,  ud  vol.  instead  of  25  per  cent,  ad 
vol.  Peppermint  oil  is  to  be  subject  to  a  specific 
duty  of  25c.  per  lb.,  and  this,  of  course,  meets  with 
approval  for  obvious  reasons.  The  report  on  the  chemical 
schedule  declares  in  substance  that  the  interests  of  con- 
sumers have  been  given  first  consideration  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  measure,  and  it  goes  on  to  say  that — 

"  In  many  branches  of  manufacture  engaged  in  producing 
the  heavier  chemicals,  the  predominance  of  the  United 
States  and  its  success  as  a  competitor  are  undoubtedly 
securely  established.  Many  products  are  marketed  more 
cheaply  here  than  elsewhere  in  the  world,  due  to  the  opera- 
tion on  a  large  scale  of  industries  which  turn  out  as  by- 
products many  of  these  articles.  This  is  conspicuously 
true  of  the  chemicals  and  allied  manufactures  which  are 
produced  in  connection  with  the  iron  and  steel  and  smelting 
industries,  as  well  as  in  the  slaughtering  and  packing  busi- 
ness. In  many  others  the  presence  of  patent  and  secret 
processes  places  the  business  on  a  distinctly  non-competitive 
basis,  and  gives  the  control  of  production  to  those  who  have 
succeeded  in  developing  the  process  or  invention  upon  which 
its  application  depends." 

Undoubtedly  the  Democrats  have  rushed  this  Bill 
through,  and  if  it  should  be  passed  by  the  Senate  it  will 
be  interesting  to  see  what  President  Taft  will  then  do. 
He  is  said  to  have  given  assurances  that  he  will  veto  any 
new  chemical-tariff  schedule  adopted  without  thorough 
investigation,  and  this  is  what  the  chemical  trade  has  not 
yet  had.  It  is  the  opinion  on  this  side  that  the  Bill  will 
not  become  law. 

The  Opium  Convention. 

The  text  of  the  International  Opium  Convention  signed 
at  The  Hague  on  January  23,  which  was  printed  in  our 
issue  of  February  3  for  the  first  time  in  this  country, 
has  now  been  published  as  a  Parliamentary  White  Paper 
[Cd.  6038,  price  2£d.].  The  text  is  printed  in  French, 
but  an  English  translation  is  also  given  which  is  sub- 
stantially the  same  as  that  published  by  us.  We  have 
also  received  a  copy  of  the  text  issued  this  week  by  the 
Society  for  the  Suppression  of  the  Opium  Trade  "as 
the  first  to  be  published,"  but  the  Society  now  bows  to 
the  G.  &  D.'s  priority.  As  previously  intimated,  it  as 
probable  that  a  debate  will  take  place  in  the  House  of 
Commons  at  an  early  date,  when  further  information 
may  be  elicited  as  to  the  next  step  to  be  taken  m  regard 
to  this  International  Agreement.  Meanwhile,  the  Nether- 
lands Government  is  busy  endeavouring  to  obtain  the  signa- 
tures of  those  European  and  American  Powers  who  were 
not  represented  at  the  Conference.  The  Conference  con- 
sidered it  desirable  that  the  attention  of  the  Universal 
Postal  Union  should  be  directed  to  the  urgency  of  regulat- 
ing the  transmission  through  the  post  of  raw  and  pre- 
pared opium,  morphine,  cocaine,  etc.  The  Conference 
also  considered  it  desirable  to  study  the  question  of  Indian 
hemp  from  the  statistical  and  scientific  point  of  view, 
and  no  doubt  the  attention  of  the  Indian  Government  will 
be  called  to  the  matter.  In  glancing  over  the  Conference 
discussion  as  reported  in  the  "  Friend  of  China,"  we  notice 
a  remark  of  Mr.  J.  G.  Alexander's  to  the  effect  that  "  we 
are  indebted  to  Japan  for  a  splendid  example  in  her  strict 
exclusion  of  opium  from  the  time  when  she  fii'6t  opened 
her  ports  to  Western  commerce  .  .  .  but  there  seems  of 
late  to  have  been  a  slackening  of  the  efforts  to  put  down 
opium."  As  a  matter  of  fact,  a  large  quantity  of  the 
morphine  and  cocaine  smuggled  into  China  is  shipped 


via  Japanese  ports.  Japan  is  now  importing  more  mor- 
phine and  cocaine  than  ever,  as  the  following  official  figures 
of  the  Japanese  Customs  for  the  past  eleven  months 
show  : 

1909.         1910.  1911. 

Oz.  Oz.  Oz. 

Morphine  and  salts  ...  16,299  19,032  24,197 
Cocaine  and  salts  ...      26,222        12,949  14,767 

These  are  the  latest  figures  available,  and  represent 
"official"  imports  only.  Perhaps  retail  pharmacists  in. 
the  British  Empire,  especially  at  home,  have  not  realised 
that  the  result  of  the  Convention  may  have  some  effect 
upon  their  business,  as  there  will  be  a  tendency  to' 
uniformising  poison  law6  and  thus  of  introducing  into 
our  system  provisions  which  exist  in  the  laws  of  our  Con- 
tinental neighbours.  We  may  therefore  note  that  practi- 
cally in  every  foreign  country  the  sale  of  cocaine,  mor- 
phine, opium,  and  preparations  containing  any  of  these- 
drugs  is  only  permitted  upon  the  production  of  a  qualified 
physician's  prescription.  In  New  York  all  compounded 
medicines  containing  morphine,  the  formulas  for  which  are- 
given  in  the  U.S.  Pharmacopoeia  or  "  National  Formu- 
lary," are  exempt  from  this  rule,  provided  the  maximum 
dose  as  stated  on  the  label  does  not  exceed  ^  grain  of 
opium  or  the  equivalent  of  its  alkaloids,  nor  does  it 
apply  to  preparations  for  external  use.  Particular  interest 
attaches  to  the  repetition  of  prescriptions  for  medicines 
containing  any  of  these  drugs.  In  France  and  in  Italy 
this  is  largely  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  pharmacist, 
although  legally  it  has  been  held  that  the  refilling  of 
a  prescription  containing  a  poison  without  the  sanction, 
of  the  physician  is  an  offence.  In  Russia  there  are  no  such 
restrictions  with  respect  to  repetitions,  but  pharmacists 
have  rules  of  their  own  with  regard  to  repeating  potent- 
medicines.  In  Germany  the  repetition  of  such  prescrip- 
tions containing  narcotics,  etc.,  is  subject  to  regulations- 
which  give  the  pharmacist  no  trouble.  By  these  regula- 
tions the  refilling  of  prescriptions  containing  morphine, 
cocaine,  heroin,  or  their  salts  for  internal  use  is  for- 
bidden, unless  the  prescription  is  signed  and  dated  each 
time  by  a  qualified  medical  practitioner.  This  applies 
also  to  the  dispensing  of  these  alkaloids  as  solutions  foi- 
hypodermic  injection,  eye-lotions,  inhalations,  injections, 
or  suppositories.  A  special  exception  is  made  in  favour  of 
morphine  and  heroin.  In  prescriptions  containing  either  of 
these  drugs  in  combination  with  other  substances,  and  not 
in  the  shape  of  a  simple  solution  or  trituration,  the_  pre- 
scription may  be  repeated  without  the  doctor's  signa- 
ture, provided  the  total  amount  of  the  narcotic  pre- 
sent does  not  exceed  i  grain  of  morphine  or  i  grain 
of  heroin;  but  this  does  not  apply  to  hypoder- 
mic injections.  The  repetition  of  prescriptions  con- 
taining opium  or  its  preparations  is  regulated  by  the 
dose.  Thus  the  pharmacist  may  repeat  without  formalitr 
any  prescription  containing  opium  or  its  official  prepara- 
tions, provided  the  single  dose  is  clearly  statedon  the  pre- 
scription and  does  not  exceed  ext.  opii,  2^  grains ;  opium, 
21,  grains  ;  pulv.  ipecac,  co.,  24  grains  ;  and  tr.  opii,  25  mm. 
If  the  single  dose  is  in  excess  of  these,  a  doctor's  signature- 
is  required  for  repetition.  The  German  regulations  also* 
provide  that  the  prescriber  may  limit  the  number  of  re- 
petitions or  the  period  within  which  a  prescription  con- 
taining a  narcotic  may  be  refilled  by  making  a  remark  to- 
this  effect  upon  the  prescription.  One  of  the  objects  of 
the  Conference  was  to  obtain  mutual  and  international 
confidences  in  regard  to  existing  methods  for  controlling 
the  use  of  narcotics,  and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that 
the  representatives  of  the  British  Government  did  not 
ne.oiect  this  aspect  of  the  question,  which  is  so  important 
to^the  retail  drug-trade.  At  the  same  time  the  represen- 
tatives were  keenly  alive  to  the  value  of  British  com- 
mercial and  manufacturing  interests,  and  there  is  no- 
reason  to  suppose  that  they  were  giving  away  anything- 
for  nothing. 
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Cubebs  and  Powdered  Cubebs  of  Commerce. 

By  J.  C.  Umney,  F.C.S.,  and  H.  V.  Potter,  F.C.S., 
Pharmaceutical  Chemists. 


tX  "The  Perfumery  Record  "  of  January  1912,  page  3, 
reference  is  made  to  an  abnormal  sample  of  cubeb  oil, 
which  had  been  submitted  to  one  of  us  for  examination, 
and  which  had  been  distilled  from  cubebs  imported  from 
Macassar  into  Amsterdam.  Although  the  cubebs  appeared 
in  most  respects  normal,  the  odour  was  decidedly  mace-like, 
and  the  optical  rotation  of  the  oil  was  much  below  the 
usually  accepted  limits,  being  -14°  in  place  of  -25°  to 
-30°.  This  led  us  to  make  some  inquiries  as  to  the  cubebs 
present  on  the  London  and  other  drug-markets,  and  also 


one  give  the  normal  crimson  colour  reaction  with  sulphuric 
acid,  indicating  the  presence  of  due  proportion  of  cubebic 
acid. 

Attention  is  especially  called  to  the  fact  that  in  one 
of  the  samples  of  cubebs  on  the  English  market  as  high  a, 
proportion  as  46  per  cent,  of  stalks  was  present.  So  large 
a  proportion  of  stalks  naturally  interferes  materially  with 
the  percentage  of  extractive  to  ether,  the  stalks  themselves 
only  yielding  3  per  cent,  to  ether.  It  is  obvious,  therefore, 
that  a  powder  produced  from  such  a  mixture  of  stalks  and 


Cubebs  Obtained  from  Various  Markets. 


Sample 
No.  1 

Ex  tractive 
to  Ether 

ox  xz.  0/ 

Odour  of 
Extract 

Treated  with 
H2SO4  Cone. 

Remarks  on  Sample 

Microscopical  Feat  ure  of  Fruit 

"\J(  WTVI  "1  1 
X\  "1  IIlill 

ULU   L(J  CI  1 1 11&VJ11 

colour 

OIputi  crnnri  suni-ile  ,ef  iMiits  lioht 

v    1*  il  1  1  CUUU  ^tlUJJJlC  ,,11  L11LO  llgUL 

in  colour 

>  mi  i  low  01  eiougaueo.  svoue  ceils 
in  mesocarp ;  layer  of  loosely 
packed  parenchyma  in  mesocarp 

Xo.  2 

21.3% 

Xormal 

1\CV1  1<U  t-lilllSOIl 

colour 

Vjf UUU  bdlll^Jltr,  <HIUl'OU  lice  1  M  '111 

stems  (rachis);  fruit  dark  in 
colour 

Single  row  of  elongated  stone  cells, 
or  two  and  three  in  places  ; 
loosely  packed  parenchyma  iu 
mesocarp 

Xo.  3 

Slight  mace 
odour 

Red  to  crimson 
colour 

Good  clean  sample,  free  from 
stems  ;  fruit  dark  colour 

Single  row  of  stone  cells  ;  slightly 
elongated  row  of  four  or  five  par- 
enchymatous cells  iu  mesocarp 

Xo.  4 

13.17  % 

Dist  inct  mace 
odour 

Red  to  crimson 
colour 

Considerable  quantity  of  stems; 
poor  sample 

Single  row  of  stone  cells  almost 
square  in  shape  ;  absence  of  loose 
parenchyma  in  mesocarp 

Xo.  5 

15.53  % 

Distinct  mace 
odour 

Red  to  crimson 
colour 

Large  quantity  of  stems  ;  poor 
sample 

Single  row  of  stone  cells  almost 
square  ;  no  loose  parenchyma  in 
mesocarp 

' 1 

Xo.  6 

15.60  % 

Strong  mace 
odour 

Deep  brown  colour, 
no  crimson 

Largely  adulterated  with 
stalks  and  other  fruits 

Single  row  of  stone  cells,  almost 
square,  in  endocarp;  scattered 
stcne  cells  in  epicarp  ;  loose  paren- 
chyma cells  in  mesocarp 

Xo.7 

17.26  % 

Mace  odour 

Deep  red  to 
crimson  colour 

Large  quantity  of  stalks  and 
other  fruits 

Single  row  of  cells  in  endocarp, 
slightly  elongated ;  no  parenchyma 
loosely  packed  in  mesocarp 

Xo.  8 

10.24  % 

More  normal 
odour 

Deep  red  to 
crimson  colour 

46  %  of  stalks  ;  very  poor 
sample  ;  extractive  of  stalks 
below 

Single  row  of  stone  cells  in  endocarp  : 
no  loose  parenchyma  in  mesocarp 

Xo.  9 
powder 

20% 

Xormal 

Crimson  colour 



Stalks  from 
Xo.  8 

2.88% 

Free  from 
cubeb  or 
mace  odour 

Brownish  colour 

trie  powders  produced  from  them.  The  results  are  suffi- 
ciently important  to  lead  us  to  make  a  preliminary  publica- 
tion on  the  subject,  and  in  the  meantime  our'  inquiries 
are  being  directed  to  the  further  examination  of  the  fruits 
and  the  nature  of  their  extractives  and  essential  oils. 

According  to  our  observations,  extending  over  a  number 
of  years,  the  normal  extractive  of  the  finest  cubebs,  practi- 
cally free  from  stalks,  as  imported  from  the  East  Indies, 
is  20  to  25  per  cent.  Some  of  the  powders  now  found  in 
-commerce  have  no  higher  extractive  to  ether  than  10  to 
12  per  cent. 

In  the  accompanying  table  are  set  out  particulars  of  the 
■examination  of  certain  of  these  fruits,  with  comments 
which  are  self  -explanatory.  It  will  be  noted  that  all  except 


fruits  must  be  of  a  highly  inferior  character,  although  the 
fruits  themselves  may  be  genuine. 

In  microscopical  structure  there  are  certain  differences  to 
be  observed,  which  differences  we  are  now  further  investi- 
gating. According  to  our  observations,  in  the  samples 
richest  in  extractive  to  ether  and  having  essential  oils  of 
normal  characters  the  cells  are  more  oblong  than  in  those 
possessed  of  the  mace-like  odour.  Abnormal  commercial 
samples  of  cubebs,  as  well  as  unquestionable  sophistications, 
have  been  referred  to  in  the  pharmaceutical  Press  from  time 
to  time,  among  the  most  recent  communications  being  that 
by  Sage  (C.  <fc  D.,  November  18,  1905).  We  hope  at  an 
early  date  to  be  able  to  give  f utrther  observations  resulting 
from  our  inquiries. 
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WESTMINSTER  WISDOM. 

The  Week  in  Parliament. 

Abolition  of  Vivisection. 
The  second  reading  of  Mr.  G.  Lansbury's  Bill  to  provide 
for  the  abolition  of  vivisection  is  fixed  for  March  11. 

Early  Closing. 
Mr.  Ellis  Griffith,  M.P.,  the  new  Under-Secretary  for 
the  Home  Department,  will  on  Tuesday  next  Teceive  a 
deputation  from  the  Early-Closing  Association. 

The  Insurance  Act. 
It  was  announced  at  the  House  of  Commons  on  Tuesday 
afternoon,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Liberal  Insurance  Com- 
mittee, that  arrangements  had  been  made  for  holding 
4,000  meetings  in  support  of  the  principles  of  the  Act. 

Mystin. 

Replying  to  Mr.  Stanier  on  Monday  respecting  the  use 
of  mystin,  Mr.  John  Burns  said  that  the  draft  regulations 
prohibiting  the  addition  of  any  preservative  substance  to 
milk  intended  for  6ale  for  human  consumption  had  been 
prepared,  and  asked  the  hon.  member  to  wait  until  the 
regulations  had  been  submitted  to  the  parties  concerned. 
They  would  be  circulated  very  soon. 

Tuberculosis  and  the  Veterinary  Profession. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  informed  Mr.  Edward 
Wood,  M.P.,  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  Tuesday  that 
none  of  the  gentlemen  appointed  to  the  Committee  of 
Inquiry  into  the  problem  of  tuberculosis  are  professors  of 
the  veterinary  profession.  The  hon.  member  suggested 
that,  in  view  of  the  intimate  connection  of  the  problems 
of  human  and  animal  tuberculosis,  he  could  see  his  "way 
to  add  such  representation  to  the  Committee,  and  the  Chan- 
cellor has  promised  to  bring  the  hon.  member's  suggestion 
before  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee. 

The  Parcels  Post. 
The  Postmaster-General  states  that  he  does  not  favour 
the  suggestion  that  his  department  should  adopt  a  special 
or  excess  stamp  to  be  affixed  to  fragile  parcels  to  insure 
their  mere  careful  treatment  while  passing  through  the 
post.  The  idea  was  mentioned  some  years  ago,  and  has 
been  considered  by  the  department.  Mr.  Samuel  is  of 
opinion  that  the  adoption  of  such  a  device  would  be  tanta- 
mount to  an  admission  that  unless  such  stamp  were  affixed 
the  ordinary  care  would  not  be  used  in  regard  to  the 
handling  of  parcels — fragile  and  otherwise. 

Eeoistration  of  Firms  Bill. 

Lord  Rotherham  has  undertaken  to  re-introduce  the 
Registration  of  Firms  Bill  of  last  Session  without  delay. 
The  Bill  provides,  under  penalties,  for  the  registration  of 
all  firms  in  the  United  Kingdom  carrying  on  business 
under  a  trade-name  which  does  not  consist  of  the  full 
names  of  all  the  partners,  and  of  all  persons  who  carry  on 
business  under  any  trade-name  which  does  not  disclose  the 
full  names  of  those  associated  with  the  business.  There 
is  to  be  registration  also  in  the  case  of  any  changes  in  the 
personnel  of  a  firm,  and  registration  on  any  change  of 
trade-name  taking  place,  and  a  record  is  to  be  kept  of  all 
persons  registered. 

Indian  Veterinary  Service. 

Mr.  E.  S.  Montagu,  M.P.,  informed  Mr.  H.  W.  Forster, 
M.P.,  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  Monday,  that  a  Civil 
Veterinary  Department  is  maintained  by  the  Indian 
Government.  The  Imperial  Service  consists  of  thirty 
superior  officers  holding  the  diploma  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Veterinary  Surgeons.  There  are  five  veterinary  colleges 
for  the  training  in  India  of  veterinary  inspectors  and 
assistants ;  74  of  the  former  and  754  of  the  latter  are 
in  the  employ  of  the  provincial  Governments.  The  central 
bacteriological  laboratory  is  maintained  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  for  the  manufacture  of  anti-rinderpest 
serum  and  other  similar  remedies  for  the  prosecution  of 
veterinary  research. 

The  Telephone  Service. 

The  Postmaster-General  announced  in  the  House  of 
Commons  on  Monday  that  he  proposes  to  revise  the  rate6 


for  the  telephone  service  when  the  price  to  be  paid  for 
the  National  Telephone  Company's  system  is  settled.  If 
necessary,  the  proposed  rates  will  be  the  subject  of  inquiry. 
It  is  not  intended  that  the  revised  rates  shall  be  higher 
than  is  necessary  to  secure  that  the  service  shall  be  self- 
supporting,  with  a  reasonable  margin  of  profit.  The  Post- 
master-General also  stated  that  he  had  revised  the  scheme 
for  rural  party  telephone  lines  so  as  to  allow  of  smaller 
and  more  scattered  groups  of  subscribers  being  served, 
and  he  hopes  shortly  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  the  Treasury 
to  a  scheme  which  it  is  hoped  will  meet  many  cases  in 
which  the  conditions  of  the  previous  scheme  cannot  be 
fulfilled. 

Salaries  of  Government  Chemists. 
The  Comptroller  and  Auditor-General,  in  the  course  of 
his  review  of  the  Army  revenue  and  receipts  for  the  past 
year,  states  that  in  the  course  of  the  examination  of  the 
salaries  which  are  paid  to  chemists  in  the  Research  De- 
partment at  Woolwich  his  attention  was  directed  to  three 
cases  in  which  it  appeared  that  the  rates  paid  exceeded 
those  approved  by  the  Treasury.  In  the  oases  referred  to 
it  was  discovered  that  salaries  of  390?. ,  350?.,  and  345?.  per 
annum  were  being  paid,  although  as  the  result  of  the  Trea- 
sury requirement  that  emoluments  of  300?.  a  year  and  up- 
wards should  be  submitted  for  their  approval,  such  ap- 
proval had  been  obtained  only  for  posts  with  salaries  of 
300/.  (2)  and  310?.  respectively.  He  had  therefore  drawn 
the  attention  of  the  War  Office  to  the  propriety  of  obtain- 
ing further  Treasury  sanction  for  the  increments  which 
had  been  granted  in  the  cases  in  question,  and  for  the 
maximum  rates  of  pay  of  the  posts,  and,  in  reply,  he  had 
been  informed  that  the  Treasury  would  be  applied  to 
for  covering  authority  in  due  course. 

Shops  Act  :  a  New  Bill. 
The  Home  Secretary  informed  Mr.  Gretton  in  the  House 
of  Commons  on  Wednesday  that  the  regulations  under  the 
Shops  Act  of  last  year  are  under  consideration,  but  not 
yet  settled.  They  -will  be  issued  before  the  end  of  March 
and  placed  on  sale  in  the  usual  way.  In  the  House  of. 
Lords  on  Wednesday  the  debate  on  the  Shops  Regulation 
Acts  Consolidation  Bill  was  adjourned  until  Monday  on 
the  suggestion  of  Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh,  on  the  ground 
that  the  Bill  had  only  been  issued  that  morning.  Lord 
Ashby  St.  Ledgers  (formerly  Mr.  Ivor  Guest),  for  the 
Government,  said  the  Act  of  last  Session  will  come  into 
operation  on  May  1,  and  the  central  authorities  propose  to 
issue  circulars  to  the  local  authorities  who  have  to  make 
regulations.  There  are  no  fewer  than  six  Acts  in  exist- 
ence dealing  with  the  subject,  and  it  is  desirable  that 
they  should  be  consolidated  before  the  regulations  are- 
issued. 

The  Bill  introduced  by  his  Lordship  is  "  A  Bill  intituled 
an  Act  to  consolidate  the  Shops  Regulation  Acts  (1892  to 
1911),"  and  consists  of  twenty-two  clauses  and  schedules. 
Appended  are  the  titles  of  the  clauses,  to  which  we  have 
added,  in  brackets,  the  sections  of  the  various  Acts  which 
are  embodied  in  the  clauses.  For  comparison  readers  will 
find  it  useful  to  turn  up  the  C.  <£•  D.,  January  13,  index 
folio  46 : 

Conditions  of  Employment. 
Clause.  .  . 

1  Hours  of  employment  and  meal  times.     L19H.  sec.  1» 

sec.  8  (1,  3,  and  5),  sec.  12  and  sec.  13  (2).l 

2  Hours  of  employment  of  voung  persons.    [1892,  sees.  3, 

4  5,  9;  1895,  sec.  1;  1911,  sec.  13  (1).] 
3.  Seats  for  female  shop-asistants.    [1899,  sees.  1,  2.J 

Closing  of  Shops. 
4  Closing  of  shops  on  weekly  half-holiday.    [1911,  sees.  2, 
8  (2),  (3),  11,  12.] 

5.  Closing  orders.    [1904,  sees.  1,  2,  5.J 

6.  Procedure  for  making  orders.    [1904,  sec.  3.] 

7.  Local  inquiries  for  the   purpose  of   promoting  and. 

facilitating  early  closing.    [1911,  sec.  3.] 

8.  Revocation  of  closing  orders.    [1904,  sec.  4.J 

Provisions  with  respect  to  Special  Classes  of  Trade  or 
Business. 

9  Provisions   as  to   trading   elsewhere   than  in  shops, 
[1911,  sec.  4 ;  1904,  sec.  2  (2).] 
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Clause. 

10  Provisions  as  respects  shops  where  more  than  one  busi- 

ness is  carried  on.    [1911,  sec.  5;  1904,  sec.  2  (5).] 

11  Special  provisions  as  to  holiday  resorts.    [1911.  sec.  6.] 

12  Application  to  Post  Office  business.    [1911.  sec.  10  ;  1904, 

sec.  2  (5).] 

Enforcement  of  Act. 
13.  Powers  and  duties  of  local  authorities.    [1911,  sec.  7.] 
14  Provisions  with  respect  to  offences.    [1892,  sees.  7,  6 ; 
1911,  sec.  8  (6,  7,  4).] 

General  Provisions. 

15.  Expenses  of  Secretary  of  State.    [1911,  sec.  3  (5).] 

16.  Local  inquiries.    [1904,  sec.  6,  7.] 

17.  Regulations.    [1904,  sec.  7.] 

18   Proof  and  revocation  of  orders.    [1911,  sec.  9.] 

19.  Interpretation.    [1911,  sec.  14:  1892,  sec.  9.] 

20.  Application  to  Scotland.    [1911,  sec.  15.1 

21.  Application  to  Ireland.    [1911,  sec.  168  *  (3,  5) ;  1893, 

see.  2 ;  1904,  sec.  8.] 

22.  Short  title,  commencement,  and  repeal.    [1911,  sees.  17, 

2  (7).] 
Schedules. 

1.  Intervals  for  meals.  [1911.] 

2.  Trades  and  businesses  exempted  from  the  provisions  as 
to  weekly  half-holiday.  [1911.] 

3.  Trades  and  businesses  exempted  from  provisions  of 
closing  orders.  [1904.] 

4.  Provisions  applicable  to  rural  districts  in  Ireland  and 
towns  within  such  districts. 

5.  Provisions  with  respect  to  shops  in  Ireland  in  which 
tho  business  of  the  sale  by  retail  of  intoxicating  liquors  is 
carried  on. 

.  •  So  printed  in  the  Hill,  but  sec.  16  is  obviously  intended. 


WINTER  SESSION. 


Molecular  Physics. 


SIR  J.  J.  THOMSON,  Professor  of  Natural  Philosophy 
at  the  Royal  Institution,  in  commencing  a  series  of  six- 
lectures  on  molecular  physics  on  February  24,  said  that 
although  the  title  was  rather  vague,  he  proposed  mainly 
to  deal  with  the  construction  and  properties  of  molecules, 
which  are  in  themselves  far  beyond  the  range  of  micro- 
scopic visibility.    Yet  the  number  of  molecules  in  a  given 
space  is  known  with  considerable  accuracy;  at  ordinary 
temperature   and   pressure   there   are   about   2.7  x  1019 
or  27  trillion  molecules  of  air  in  each  cubic  centimetre.  To 
illustrate  the  minuteness  of  the  molecule,  he  said  that  if 
during  100  million  years  some  physicist  had  collected  mole- 
cules at  the  rate  of  one  per  second,  the  amount  gathered 
in  that  vast  period  of  time  would  occupy  a  volume  equal  to 
that  of  a  tenth  of  a  pin's  head,  and  they  could  not  be 
detected  by  chemical  methods.    By  other  means  a  single 
atom  can  be  detected,  as  in  the  case  of  alpha  particles, 
which  are  single  atoms  of  helium,   carrying   a  positive 
charge.    These  are  emitted  from  radium  at  a  velocity  of 
over  one  million  miles  per  minute,  and  cause  an  emission  of 
light  on  striking  a  Willemite  or  zinc-sulphide  screen.  In 
this  way  Dr.  Geiger  has  actually  counted  the  number  of 
particles  shot  out  from  radium  in  a  given  time.  Another 
delicate  method  of  detection  has  been  developed  by  Mr. 
C.  T.  R.  Wilson,  of  the  Cavendish  Laboratory,  depending 
on  the  ionising  power  of  alpha  and  beta  particles  in  a  gas. 
This  method  consists  in  causing  sudden  expansion  of  a 
volume  of  moist  dust-free  air,  thus  producing  a  super- 
saturation  of  water,  which  remains  invisible  unless  dust 
or  other  particles  are  present ;  but  if  rays  such  as  alpha, 
beta,  or  gamma  are  present,  they  split  up  the  air  molecules 
and  produce  ionisation.      These  shattered  molecules  are 
equally  capable  of  condensing  the  water-vapour,  and  thus 
forming  a  visible  cloud.    This  experiment  was  shown,  and 
Mr.  Wilson  has  so  perfected  this  method  that  it  is  now 
possible  to  see  and  photograph  the  actual  path  of  each 
alpha  particle.    The  average  speed  of  air  molecules  (under 
the  kinetic  theory  of  gases)  at  ordinary  temperatures  and 
pressures  is  about  twelve  miles  per  minute,  far  too  small 
to  produce  visible  effects  on  a  sensitive  screen  ;  if,  however, 
an  atom  or  molecule  is  charged  with  electricity  it  can  be 
speeded  up  enormously  (ten  thousand  times  or  more)  by 
the  action  of  an  electric  field.      The  lecturer  showed  aii 
apparatus  for  doing  this  and  the  method  of  producing 
photographic  records. 


Association  Presidents. 

The  Harrogate  and  District  Pharmaceutical  Association  is> 
now  entering  on  the  last  year  of  its  first  decade,  and  not  a> 
single  year  of  its  history  has 
been  uneventful.  The  Pre- 
sident for  the  current  session 
is  Mr.  George  Pattison, 
Ph.C,  who  is  in  business  at 
70  Station  Parade,  Harro- 
gate. Mr.  Pattison  served 
his  apprenticeship  with 
Messrs.  Williamson  &  Son, 
High  Row,  Darlington,  and 
at  the  end  of  it  came  south 
to  the  School  of  Pharmacy, 
Blooinsbury  Square,  to  study. 
He  passed  the  Minor  exam- 
ination in  October  1898,  and 
continued  at  the  Square, 
taking  the  advanced  course 
during  tho  1899  session,  when 
he  received  the  first  certifi- 
cate of  merit  in  practical 
chemistry.  Mr.  Pattison  then 
went  to  Leamington  Spa  to 
be  an  assistant  with  the  late  M 
he  came  back  to  London  as  an 


Mit.  G.  Pattison. 


G.  R.  Fisher,  after  which 
assistant  to  Mr.  William 
Pickard,  Ph.C,  3  West  Kensington  Terrace,  W.,  with  whom 
he  remained  until  1902,  when  he  commenced  business  in 
Harrogate.  This  famous  spa  is  looking  forward  to  having 
a  royal  residence  in  the  neighbourhood,  or  at  least  getting  an 
occasional  visit  from  King  George  the  Fifth.  If  his  Majestv 
does  go  there,  instead  of  frequenting  foreign  spas,  he  wilt 
find  the  pharmacies  of  Harrogate  among  the  best-equipped 
and  manned  in  his  kingdom. 


Brief  Records. 

Rhyl  Pharmacists'  Association.- The  chemists  in  the 
Rhyl  district  have  decided  to  form  a  local  association  in 
order  to  safeguard  their  interests  under  the  National  Insur- 
ance Act.  The  first  President  is  Mr.  P.  J.  Ashfield,  and 
the  Hon.  Secretary  is  Mr.  G.  E.  Gratton. 

Swansea  Chemists'  Association.— The  revival  of  this 
organisation  is  indicated.  Mr.  Rees  has  been  reappointed  to 
the  position  of  President,  while  Mr.  Rich,  High  Street, 
Swansea,  is  undertaking  the  secretarial  duties.  The  local 
chemists  have  been  invited  to  rally  round  the  organisation. 

Sheffield — At  a  meeting  of  the  Sheffield  Pharmaceutical 
and  Chemical  Society  held  on  February  26,  Mr.  G.  T.  W. 
Newsholme  presiding,  the  following  were  appointed  an 
Organisation  Committee  under  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's- 
federation  scheme:  Messrs.  G  T.  W.  Newsholme  J. P..  J. 
Evans,  F.I.C.,  R,  D.  Douglas,  G.  R,  Airey,  J.  F.  Eardley, 
F.C.S.,  J.  T.  Appleton,  and  the  local  Divisional  Secretaries 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Messrs.  H.  Antcliffe,. 
F.  Austen,  A.  H.  Culverhouse,  J.  B.  Pater,  and  G.  Squire. 
This  committee  will  also  have  to  deal  with  the  details  of 
the  local  administration  of  the  Insurance  Act. 

Sheffield  Chemists'  Cricket  Club.— A  meeting  was 
held  in  the  Temperance  Hall,  Townhead  Street,  on  Tuesday, 
February  27,  Mr.  Henderson  (President)  in  the  chair.  The 
following  officers  were  elected:  Secretary,  Mr.  Massey ; 
Captain,  Mr.  White;  Senior  Vice-Captain,  Mr.  Coates, 
and  Junior  Yicc-Captain,  Mr.  Hutt.  It  was  pro- 
posed that  a  match  be  held  between  old  members 
of  the  Club  and  present  members.  Thanks  were  accorded 
to  the  past  officers  and  friends  who  have  given  prizes  or 
otherwise  helped.  Old  members  who  wish  to  participate  in 
the  proposed  match  should  communicate  with  the  Secretary, 
Mr.  Massey,  265  Glossop  Road,  Sheffield. 

Cambridge  Junior  Pharmaceutical  Association.— 
A  meeting  was  held  on  February  21  at  Croydon  Chambers. 
Regent  Street,  Mr.  Course  in  the  chair.  There  were  also- 
present  Messrs.  Tyler,  Titterington.  Atkins.  Hill,  Peake. 
Tuck.  Speakman,  George,  Hammond,  and  Williams.  Mr. 
Hammond  read  a  paper  on  Photor/raplm.  in  which  he 
traced  the  origin  of  the  science,  and  described  the  various 
forms  of  apparatus  employed.  At  the  end  practical  advice 
w-as  given  of  use  to  photographers.  A  vote  of  thanks  was 
sriven  to  the  lecturer,  and  the  Chairman  drew  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  library  is  now  open  to  members  who  can  on 
certain  conditions  borrow  books. 

Organisation  Meeting.— Ther-^  woiy>  members  of  five 
local  Associations  present  at  tho  private  meeting  held  at  the 
Restaurant  Frascati,  London,  W.,  on  February  28,  under  the- 
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auspices  of  the  Western  Chemists'  Association,  when  Mr. 
W.  J.  U.  Woolcock,  the  Local  Organisation  Officer, 
Addressed  the  meeting  on  the  National  Insurance  Act  and 
the  Shops  Act.  The  company  numbered  considerably  over 
a  hundred,  and  included  Messrs.  C.  B.  Allen  (President, 
P  S  G.B.),  W.  Browne  (President  W.P.A.)  in  the  chair; 
T  H.  W.  Idris,  R.  A.  Robinson,  F.  Rogers,  J.  D.  Marshall, 
E.  White,  W.  F.  Gulliver,  F.  U.  Stamp,  H.  R.  Procter, 
V.  C.  Hewlett,  and  J.  T.  Barrett,  and  members  of  the 
Western  Chemists'  Association,  London  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion, Croydon  Pharmacists'  Association,  Thames  Valley 
Pharmacists'  Association,  and  the  Chemists'  Assistants' 
Association. 

Oldham  Pharmaceutical  Association.  —  The  members 
visited  the  Oldham  Infirmary  on  Tuesday,  February  13. 
Mr.  Blake  (the  Secretary)  and  Mr.  H.  L.  Hargraves,  Ph.O, 
one  of  the  governors  (who  formerly  was  in  business  in  High 
Street,  Oldham),  conducted  the  party.  At  the  dispensary 
Mr.  Harling,  the  chief  dispenser,  gave  some  interesting 
facts  and  figures  relative  to  the  quantities  of  drugs,  dress- 
ings, etc.,  used.  The  wards,  the  operating  theatres,  and 
.ac-ray  departments  were  also  visited.  A  vote  of  thanks 
to  Mr.  Hargraves  and  Mr.  Blake  brought  a  most  interesting 
visit  to  a  close.  In  the  evening  a  whist-drive  was  held  at 
the  Cafe  Monioo,  and  was  most  successful.  The  winners 
were:  Ladies— (1)  Mrs.  F.  Davies,  (2)  Mrs.  Hold  en ;  Gentle- 
men—(I)  Mr.  Cooling,  (2)  Mr.  F.  Davies;  Hidden  number, 
Mr.  Holden. 

Peterborough  Association  of  Pharmacists.— A  meet- 
ing was  held  at  the  Grand  Hotel  on  February  21.  Messrs. 
•Bodger  (ex-President),  Sturton,  Hall,  Calcutt,  Bayley 
.(Uppingham),  and  Noble  were  present.  The  Secretary  was 
instructed  to  write  to  the  London  Patent-medicine  Houses, 
who  had  issued  a  circular  to  the  effect  that  henceforth  they 
would  charge  Booking-fees,  stating  that  the  Council  regarded 
it  as  an  imposition,  and  asking  what  they  are  prepared  to  do 
in  the  matter.  The  Secretary  was  also  instructed  to  send  a 
copy  of  the  Local  Organisation  scheme  to  each  Divisional 
Secretary  in  the  district,  asking  him  to  convene  a  meeting 
to  discuss  it,  and  report  result.  The  Shops  Act  was  dis- 
cussed, and  it  was  suggested  that  at  the  next  meeting  it  be 
moved  that  the  chemists  in  the  city  should  close  at  1.30  p.m. 
■on  Thursdays.    Two  new  members  were  elected. 

Cardiff  Pharmaceutical  Association.  — A  meeting  was 
held  at  the  Angel  Hotel  on  February  28  under  the  presidency 
■of  Mr.  E.  Poole.  An  Organisation  Committee  was  appointed 
as  follows:  Messrs.  E.  Poole,  Leo  Joseph,  J.  Reynolds 
(Barry),  J.  B.  Benjamin  (Penarth),  A.  Hagon,  A.  W.  J. 
Evans,  D.  Thomas,  G.  T.  Thomas,  and  VV.  H.  Thomas. 
Some  discussion  took  place  on  the  question  whether  The 
Shops  Act  should  be  adopted.  Mr.  Leo  Joseph  said  two 
■or  three  years  ago  they  obtained  the  consent  of  every  chemist 
in  the  city  except  two  to  the  adoption  of  a  weekly  half- 
holiday,  but  through  the  action  of  those  two  the  movement 
never  became  general,  and  the  half-day  closing  was  at  pre- 
sent very  irregular  and  unsatisfactory.  It  is  not  possible 
to  get  unanimity  in  any  plan  of  voluntary  closing.  On  it 
being  put  to  the  vote,  nineteen  voted  for  and  three  against 
the  principle  of  a  half-holiday,  and  the  President  and 
Secretary,  Mr.  Leo  Joseph,  and  Mr.  Ben.  Reynolds  were 
thereupon  appointed  a  sub-committee  to  obtain  the  neces- 
sary signatures  to  a  petition  to  the  Corporation.  A  further 
resolution  was  carried  in  favour  of  fixed  hours  of  closing 
■on  every  night  of  the  week — namely,  Monday,  Tuesday,  and 
Thursday,  7  o'clock  in  the  centre  of  the  city,  and  8  o'clock 
in  the  suburbs;  Friday,  8  o'clock  in  the  centre  and  9  o'clock 
in  the  suburbs;  and  Saturday,  10  o'clock  in  the  centre  and 
11  in  the  suburbs. 

Leeds  Chemists'  Association.— A  meeting  was  held  on 
February  28  at  the  Grand  Restaurant,  the  President  (Mr. 
J.  H.  Beacock)  in  the  chair.  In  regard  to  the  question  of 
Half-day  Closing,  the  President  announced  that  if  the  Town 
Clerk  had  not  yet  received  instructions  as  to  the  method 
of  applying  the  Act  nothing  further  could  be  done  at  present 
in  that  matter.  As  to  the  National  Insurance  Act,  the 
President  expressed  the  view  that  they  ought  to  be  informed 
of  the  result  of  the  visit  of  a  deputation  to  Germany  to 
inquire  into  the  working  of  the  insurance  system  in  that 
country.  Mr.  Pilkington  Sargeant  suggested  that  Mr. 
Currie  should  be  advised  that  on  the  occasion  of  his  visit 
to  Leeds  next  week  the  members  would  ask  him  some  ques- 
tions on  the  insurance  question.  In  the  course  of  a  dis- 
cussion on  the  working  of  the  new  regulations  as  to  the 
Sale  of  Ammonia  in  poison-bottles  it  was  stated  by  several 
members  that  the  sales  had  dropped  to  next  to  nothing,  as 
people  would  not  pay  for  special  poison-bottles.  A  member 
drew  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Drug-stores'  Association 
had  issued  Diplomas  of  a  very  flowery  kind  which  by  implica- 
tion suggested  a  number  of  important  qualifications  in  a 
great  many  subjects,  and  said  this  diploma  was  framed 
and  hung  in  the  shop  just  as  the  pharmacists'  certificates 


were,  and  might  look  to  the  public  like  an  equivalent.  Mr. 
Pilkington  Sargeant  pointed  out  that  anybody  could  issue 
a  diploma. 

Portsmouth  Pharmacists'  Association.  —  The  annual 

meeting  took  place  at  the  County  Club,  Kent  Road,  South- 
sea,  on  February  21.  Mr.  T.  A.  White  occupied  the  chair, 
other  members  present  being  Messrs.  Arnold,  Atterbury, 
Attree,  Baker,  Barlow,  Bell,  Bown,  Chase,  Cruse,  Darling, 
Day,  Harding,  Howard,  Orme,  Rhodes,  Rogers,  E.  H.  Smith, 
Sparrow,  Trist,  and  Postlethwaite  (Hon.  Secretary).  The 
balance-sheet  was  presented  by  Mr.  S.  Rogers  (Treasurer) 
and  adopted.  It  showed  a  balance  of  8?.,  and  was  deemed 
satisfactory  considering  the  exceptional  circumstances  of 
the  visit  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference,  etc.  Two 
guineas  was  voted  to  the  Benevolent  Fund  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society.  Then  followed  the  election  of  officers.  The 
choice  of  President  fell  upon  Mr.  W.  A.  Bell,  who  was 
elected  amid  enthusiasm,  Mr.  T.  A.  White  vacating  the 
chair  after  two  years'  occupancy.  Mr.  C.  H.  Baker,  of 
Cosham,  was  elected  Vice-President,  and  Mr.  S.  Rogers 
resigning  the  Treasurership,  Mr.  W.  R.  Atterbury  was  elected 
Treasurer,  and  Mr.  Thos.  Postlethwaite  re-elected  Secre- 
tary. A  ballot  for  the  permanent  Committee  resulted  as 
follows:  Messrs.  Attree,  Barlow,  Bown,  B.  Elliott,  Rhodes, 
E.  H.  Smith,  and  Sparrow,  with  Messrs.  Arnold  and  Dar- 
ling as  Auditors.  Two  new  members  were  elected — viz., 
Mr.  H.  Elliott,  London  Road,  and  Mr.  Page,  Albert  Road— 
this  bringing  the  roll  up  to  fifty-four.  A  reduction  in  the 
amount  of  subscription  was  discussed,  but  it  was  finally 
decided  to  maintain  the  present  rates  of  10s.  6d.,  with  5s. 
for  non-proprietors  of  pharmacies. 

Royal  Society  of  Arts. -Mr.  H.  A.  Roberts,  M.A., 
Secretary  to  the  Cambridge  University  Appointments  Board, 
read  a  paper  on  February  28  on  "  Education  in  Science  as 
a  Preparation  for  Industrial  Work."  Dealing  with  the 
chemical  side  of  the  question,  he  said  that  the  number  of 
students  reading  advanced  chemistry  at  Cambridge  has  pre- 
cisely doubled  this  last  year.  Great  concerns  have  also 
given  the  Board  a  general  order  to  report  whenever  there  is 
ready  a  man  who  is  likely  to  satisfy  their  requirements.  A 
general  idea  was  given  as  to  the  destination  of  those  students 
who  specialise  in  chemistry  :  13  per  cent,  became  teachers 
or  researchers  of  the  highest  rank  ;  15  per  cent,  will  be  occu- 
pied in  public  schools  or  important  technical  schools;  58  per 
cent,  will  be  employed  in  industry,  either  as  chemists  or 
managers ;  about  5  per  cent,  may  be  absorbed  by  agricul- 
tural research ;  leaving  10  per  cent,  about  whom  no  infor- 
mation is  available.  Taking  the  statistics  of  one  of  the 
higher  technical  colleges  where  a  diploma  of  associate_  in 
chemistry  is  given,  and  where  the  work  reaches  a  high 
standard,  it  was  found  that  64  per  cent,  were  ultimately 
employed  in  technical  industry,  10  per  cent,  in  the  higher 
branches  of  teaching,  10  per  cent,  are  consulting  chemists 
or  analysts,  the  Government  service  has  taken  6  per  cent., 
another  6  per  cent,  are  in  schools,  and  3  per  cent,  are 
unclassified.  The  lecturer  considered  the  wastage  as  very 
small.  There  are  points  regarding  the  conditions  of  employ- 
ment which  require  amending ;  the  stipends  given  should 
be  arranged  on  a  more  liberal  scale  after  the  man  has  given 
satisfaction,  and  there  should  be  a  _  wider  ground  for  the 
employment  of  men  in  business  administration. 

Pharmacy  and  Drug:  Stores  Proprietors  —  Mr.  W. 
Huntrods  presided  over  a  special  meeting  of  the  Incor- 
porated Society  of  P.  &  D.  S.  P.  at  Cowborough's  Restaurant, 
Leeds,  on  Tuesday,  February  27.  In  addition  to  the 
members  of  the  Council,  there  were  present  Mr.  F.  W.  Sut- 
cliffe  Mr.  E.  Wilson,  Mr.  B.  Norton,  Mr.  W.  Nicholson, 
Mr.  F.  Woolston,  Miss  E.  Shillito,  Mr.  S.  Woolston,  Mr.  H. 
Stathers.  Mr.  L.  Rosenberg.  The  President^  stated  that  the 
principal  object  of  the  meeting  was  to  consider  the  advisa- 
bility of  adopting  a  weekly  half-holiday  in  common  with 
other  traders  under  the  Shops  Act.  He  explained  that 
registered  chemists  had  agreed  to  close  every  Wednesday  at 
1  o'clock,  and  it  would  hardly  be  fair  for  their  members  to 
take  any  undue  advantage  of  their  opponents.  One  of  the 
difficulties  was  that  off-licence  holders  who  sold  drugs  would 
be  open  but  he  thought  that  such  licence-holders  would 
eventually  fall  into  line  with  other  traders.  Mr.  F.  W. 
Sutcliffe  moved,  and  Mr.  E.  Wilson  seconded,  the  proposi- 
tion that  all  members  of  the  Society  close  every  Wednesday 
at  1  o'clock,  which  was  unanimously  carried.  The  Presi- 
dent stnted  that,  although  the  Act  does  not  come  into  force 
until  May  1,  a  large  number  of  traders  have  agreed  to 
start  closing  on  March  6.  Mr.  Norton  and  Mr.  Rosenberg 
thought  they  should  do  the  same,  but  the  President  thought 
customers  ought  to  have  a  little  more  notice,  and  suggested 
that  the  first  Wednesday  in  May  would  be  the  most  suitable 
date.  This  was  agreed  to.  The  President  also  assured  the 
members  with  regard  to  the  Insurance  Act  that  they  had 
nothing  to  fear,  and  that  when  the  Act  got  into  operation 
the  registered  chemists  would  be  disagreeably  surprised.: 
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The  Manchester  Branch  of  the  Society  met  at  the  Clarion 
Cafe,  Market  Street,  Manchester,  on  Wednesday,  Feb- 
ruary 21,  Mr.  E.  Smith  presiding,  when  various  topics  were 
discussed  and  a  pleasant  afternoon  was  passed. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association.  —  Mr.  F.  W. 
Crossley-Holland,  F.C.S.,  read  a  paper  on  The  Road — 
Pott,  Present,  and  Future,  before  a  moderate  attendance 
at  1 1 io  meeting  held  at  73  Newman  Street,  London,  W.,  on 
February  22.  The  lecturer  commenced  by  demonstrating 
the  necessity  of  tho  commercial  representative  in  early  times, 
and  ho  probably  only  differed  from  the  representative  of 
to-day  in  that  he  only  came  to  buy  and  not  to  sell.  The 
trader  of  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries  was  the 
pioneer  of  modern  British  commerce,  and  had  been  the 
representative  of  progress  also.  After  a  dive  into  Dickens, 
it  was  stated  that  the  age  of  casual  methods  is  past,  the 
day  of  the  drug-travellor,  with  the  voluminous  order-book 
and  stove-pipe  hat  fitted  with  ink-bottlo  and  quill,  having 
gone  by.  Tho  present-day  representative  is  the  culmination 
of  tho  commercial  changes  of  the  last  thirty  years,  and  he 
is  the  effect — and  just  a  little  the  cause — of  modern  com- 
petitive methods.  Mr.  Crossley-Holland  drew  a  distinction 
between  the  traveller  who  is  a  salesman  pure  and  simple 
and  the  representative  who  is  something  more — namely, 
the  eyes,  ears,  outward  understanding,  and  influence  of  his 
firm.  Representation  called  for  the  exercise  of  specialised 
knowledge  and  the  careful  and  rapid  weighing  of  cause 
and  effect.  An  average  day's  work  in  the  life  of  a  repre- 
sentative was  gone  through;  tho  imaginary  interviews  with 
medical  men  and  chemists  were  highly  interesting  and  some- 
times distinctly  amusing.  In  conclusion,  he  stated  that  the 
man  on  the  road  should  have  a  combination  of  general  know- 
ledge and  a  senso  of  proportion  united  to  a  capacity  for 
sound  judgment.  Confidence  in  himself,  his  house,  and  his 
goods  is  also  essential,  and  his  talk  must  be  solid  and  possess 
real  point  and  value.  After  a  brief  discussion  the  lecturer 
was  warmly  thanked  for  his  paper. 

Northampton  Chemists'  Association.  —A  meeting 
was  held  at  tho  Black  Boy  Hotel,  Northampton,  on  Feb- 
ruary 20.  Mr.  W.  Gatehouse  presided,  and  there  were  also 
present  Mr.  F.  C.  Ashford,  Mr.  Geo.  Ingle,  Mr.  Dennis,  Mr. 
Rolfe.  Mr.  F.  Harris,  and  Mr.  F.  Cowdery  (Hon.  Secretary). 
Mr.  Ashford  was  congratulated  on  his  election  to  the  Town 
Council.  A  paper  on  the  National  Insurance  Act  was  read 
by  Mr.  Cowdery,  who  said  that  one  great  feature  of  the 
scheme,  which  made  it  unlike  any  other  system  of  insurance, 
is  that  no  payments  will  be  required  during  sickness  and 
from  persons  who  are  unemployed.  Little  is  said  in  the 
Act  about  tho  chemist.  No  reference  is  made  to  payment 
for  medicine,  but  he  said  the  Commissioners  will  probably 
draw  up  a  scale.  Mr.  Cowdery  then  spoke  of  the  attitude 
of  chemists  to  the  Act,  and  gave  Sir  Edward  Evans'  view 
of  the  matter— that  it  is  open  to  pharmacists  to  go  to  the 
Commissioners  as  a  united  body  from  the  whole  of  the 
country,  and  obtain  the  best  terms  possible.  In  the  subse- 
quent, discussion  tho  President  said  he  did  not  understand 
tho  Act.  but.  from  what  he  could  see,  the  Act  might  benefit 
chemists  in  the  outlying  parts  of  the  town.  People  in  those 
parts  aro  not  likely  to  come  into  the  centre  of  the  town,  and 
honco  several  chemists  in  business  centrally  will  probably 
go  straight  to  the  wall.  Mr.  Dennis  said  that  on  the  sug'- 
gosted  payment  there  would  not  be  much  profit  for  chemists. 
Tho  1.5.  bd.  allowed  for  the  chemist  is  not  enough.  The 
greatest  benefit  the  Act  will  bring  to  chemists  will  be  that 
people  will  say  that  if  doctors'  dispensing  is  not  good 
enough  for  the  working  man,  it  is  not  good  enough  for  the 
rmddl«  and  upper  classes.  Mr.  Ashford  said  he  could  not 
understand  the  doctors'  attitude.  At  present  the  average 
foe  for  clubs  in  Northampton  and  many  other  places  is  4,<t. 
per  head,  and,  moreover,  if  there  is  a  vacancy  for  a  medical 
man  there  are  plenty  of  applications  for  the  position.  Under 
the  Act  doctors  are  to  be  paid  7.?.  bd.  and  supply  no  medicine. 
1<>  a  young  medical  man  starting  in  a  new  district  this 
will  mean  a  living  to  commence  with.  As  regards  chemists 
supplying  the  drugs,  there  will  probably  boa  special  schedule 
trained  for  the  purpose,  as  there  is  in  connection  with  the 
workhouse,  and  allowances  will  bo  made  for  special  medi- 
cines. For  such  things  as  cod-liver  oil  patients  will  not  need 
to  go  to  a  qualified  man,  but  thev  will  probably  have  to 
cfo  so  for  elastic  stockings  and  other  surgical  appliances 
As  regards  the  Is.  M.  estimate,  it  is  an  average  calculated 
on  actuarial  statistics.  Chemists  need  not  go  in  the  panel 
unless  they  care  to.  The  Commissioners  have  tremendous 
powers  and  will  no  doubt  see  that  chemists  are  treated 
reasonably.    The  Secretary  was  thanked  for  his  paper. 

Public  Pharmacists'  and  Dispensers'  Association.- 
A  meeting  was  held  at  St.  Bride  Institute.  Fleet  Street 
Lonrton,  on  Wednesday  evening,  February  28  Mr  R  W 
*223Si  F  Ca?"  in  tho  chair.  There  was  a  very  good 
attendance.    Mr.  J.  H.  Franco  (the  Secretary)  read  a  letter 


from  the  Secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  acknow- 
ledging receipt  of  the  request  made  by  the  Association  that 
it  should  have  a  representative  on  the  Provisional  Com- 
mittee on  Insurance.  The  Council  had  decided  that  the 
committee  should  be  confined  to  representatives  of  those 
persons  entitled  to  go  on  the  panel  of  pharmacists  contem- 
plated by  the  Act.  A  brief  discussion  ensued.  As  art. 
outcome  of  this  a  resolution  was  proposed  by  Mr.  J.  H- 
France,  seconded  by  Mr.  F.  E.  Bullen,  and  unanimously 
a  (In  pled,  expressing  dissatisfaction  ami  repeating  tin'  request. 
Mr.  F.  E.  Bullen  then  read  a  paper  on  Pharmacy :  A 
Glimpse  into  the  Past,  which  followed  on  the  lines  of  Jacob- 
Bell's  history.  Mr.  J.  Stanley  White,  of  Messrs.  Parke,. 
Davis  &  Co.'s  scientific  staff,  read  a  paper  on  Serums  and 
Vaccines.  Dealing  particularly  with  anti-diphtheritic 
serum,  ho  explained  the  process  by  which  it  is  obtained, 
and  controlled  in  strength.  As  to  the  results  of  serum  treat- 
ment of  diphtheria  he  stated  that  in  1890-93  the  mortality 
rate  was  about  30.4  per  cent.  Since  the  introduction  of 
serum  the  death-rate  had  gradually  fallen  until  in. 
1910  it  dropped  to  8.4  per  cent.  It  has  been 
found  impossible  to  produce  serum  capable  of  com- 
bating many  diseases,  and  it  is  to  the  vaccine  treat- 
ment that  we  must  look,  particularly  in  the  future,  for 
other  remedies.  Several  questions  were  put  by  members 
to  Mr.  White  as  to  the  time  serum  should  be  injected,  and 
whether  the  decrease  in  mortality  from  diphtheria  could, 
really  be  attributed  to  the  use  of  the  serum.  Mr.  White 
replied  that  the  serum  should  be  injected  before  the  fifth, 
day.  The  cases  of  diphtheria  treated  in  1910  were  as  numerous 
as  in  1890.  Mortality  had  dropped  to  such  an  extent  that 
they  must,  to  a  certain  extent  at  least,  attribute  the  decrease 
to  the  use  of  anti-diphtheritic  serum.  Mr.  T.  E.  Tawell  next 
gave  a  paper  on  Salvarsan,  together  with  a  demonstration 
of  its  preparation  for  injection.  He  reviewed  all  the  most 
modern  pharmaceutical  work  that  has  been  accomplished 
to  simplify  and  speed  up  the  preparation  of  solution  of 
"  Salvarsan  "  for  injection  purposes,  and  demonstrated  the 
method  he  now  adopts.  In  the  discussion  which  followed 
several  members  expressed  appreciation  of  Mr.  Tawell's 
paper  and  demonstration  in  view  of  the  difficulty  they  had 
experienced  in  their  own  pharmacies  in  preparing  the  solu- 
tion. The  Chairman  apologised  for  the  absence  of  Mr. 
George  W.  Udale,  who  was  to  have  read  a  paper  on  "  Ovarian. 
Extract,"  and  Mr.  R.  E.  Wright,  who  was  to  have  given  an 
account  of  "Experiences  in  the  Fiji  Islands." 

Shops  Act  Discussions.— An  open  meeting  of  Liverpool 
pharmacists  was  held  on  February  22  at  the  Royal  Institu- 
tion, Colquitt  Street,  to  consider  the  provisions  of  the  Shops 
Act.  Mr.  G.  V.  C.  Last,  the  President  of  the  Chemists' 
Association,  occupied  the  chair,  and  in  his  opening  remarks, 
said  that  the  Shops  Act  would  be  welcomed,  as  it  tended 
to  ameliorate  the  lot  of  chemists  and  their  assistants,  the- 
hours  being  now  very  much  too  long.  Mr.  J.  H.  Robinson, 
as  a  city  chemist,  said  that  a  half-day  closing  would  be  a 
very  serious  thing  to  him  and  to  others  carrying  on  a  busi- 
ness under  similar  conditions.  People  came  from  various 
parts  of  the  country,  such  as  Lancashire,  Cumberland,  West- 
moreland, etc.,  to  do  their  shopping,  especially  on  Saturdays,, 
and  if  they  found  the  shops  closed  it  would  be  a  great  loss. 
A  very  large  number  of  people  also  passed  through  Liverpool' 
on  their  way  to  and  from  America,  and  it  would  greatly 
inconvenience  them  to  find  places  of  business  closed.  Mr. 
A.  Steen  Barr  also  considered  t'lat  a  closing  policy  would 
be  a  great  mistake.  Mr.  L.  Moreton  Parry  explained  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  as  applied  to  chemists.  Mr.  Harold 
Wyatt  considered  that  in  provincial  towns  the  Act  will  be 
appreciated.  In  Bootle,  which  is  self-contained  and  largely 
a  residential  town,  the  chemists  could  close  on  any  day  in 
the  week  without  any  great  loss.  He  favoured  Thursday. 
Dr.  C.  Symes  felt  that  the  Act  was  an  arbitrary  measure 
likely  to  destroy  the  confidence  that  existed  between  employer 
and  employed.  Chemists  have  a  different  relation  to  the' 
public  from  all  other  traders.  Mr.  R,  C.  Herman  was  in 
sympathy  with  the  objects  of  the  Act  so  far  as  it  ensured' 
fair  treatment  for  assistants.  One  hour  for  dinner  and  half 
an  hour  for  tea  w.as  little  enough.  If  his  business  were  that 
of  a  draper  or  grocer  he  would  strongly  support  it  in  every 
respect.  He  regarded  Saturday  closing  as  absolutely  ridi- 
culous. Mr.  Henry  Peet,  J. P.,  said  he  was  in  favour  of 
keeping  open,  but  he  would  favour  a  half-day  closing  if 
it  were  a  real  closing,  such  as  that  which  public  houses  had  to 
conform  to.  He  suggested  that  voting  papers  should  be  sent 
to  every  chemist  in  the  district  with  a  view  to  finding  out 
the  opinions  of  chemists.  Mr.  Percy  Howard  said  that 
several  efforts  had  been  made  in  the  past  to  reduce  the- 
number  of  hours,  and  it  is  strange  now  the  opportunity  to- 
do  so  has  come  full  advantage  is  not  taken  of  it.  Mr. 
Mackinlay  objected  to  closing,  and,  referring  to  the  fact 
that  the  sale  of  medicine  and  surgical  appliances  is 
exempted,  he  said,  "  They  don't  pay,  therefore  the  exemp- 
tion is  of  no  value."    Mr.  A.  C.  Abraham  said  the  Act  would' 
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mot  affect  his  firm,  but  he  considered  it  would  be  good  both 
to  employer  and  assistant.  On  the  proposition  of  Mr.  L. 
Moreton  Parry  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  Trade  Com- 
mittee.— A  meeting  of  the  Brighton  and  Hove  Association 
■of  Pharmacy  was  held  at  the  Camera  Club,  Castle  Square, 
Brighton,  on  February  22,  to  discuss  the  Shops  Act.  There 
were  present  fourteen  out  of  the  forty  Brighton  pharmacists 
and  three  out  of  the  sixteen  Hove  pharmacists.  Neither  the 
-officers  nor  the  general  members  seemed  to  have  any  clear 
idea  of  the  Act,  but  it  was  finally  understood  as  a  fact  that 
chemists,  if  they  wished,  can  claim  exemption  from  closing, 
and  can  keep  open  just  as  at  present  and  sell  anything  and 
everything.  The  Chairman  gave  a  strong  lead  against 
closing,  protesting  against  "  putting  a  rope  round  our  own 
necks."  The  result  was  that  twelve  voted  for  keeping  open 
and  five  against.  It  was  reported  that  the  library  has  been 
brought  up  to  date :  10/.  has  been  spent  in  the  purchase  of 
new  editions  of  Continental  Pharmacopoeias,  etc.  An 
account  was  also  given  of  the  progress  of  the  new  botanical 
garden  which  has  been  allotted  to  the  Association  by  the 
'Corporation  (at  the  instigation  of  Mr.  W.  Savage),  and  it  is 
hoped  to  have  it  ready  by  June  for  the  use  of  pharmacists 
and  their  assistants  or  apprentices. 


Festivities. 

Whist.— A  very  successful  whist-drive,  arranged  by  the 
'Cheltenham  members  of  the  Cheltenham,  Gloucester  and 
District  Pharmacists'  Association,  was  held  at  George's 
Restaurant,  Cheltenham,  on  February  22,  when  about  forty 
guests  were  present.  The  officers  of  the  Association  gave  the 
prizes.  The  awards  were  as  follows :  Ladies — (1)  Miss  Min- 
chin,  (2)  Miss  Carrick,  (hidden  number)  Miss  Fletcher, (con- 
solation) Miss  Palmer;  Gentlemen — (1)  Mr.  F.  J.  Palmer, 
(2)  Mr.  Coley,  (hidden  number)  Mr.  Lund,  (consolation)  Mr. 
J.  A.  Thomas.  The  preliminary  work  of  organising  the 
•drive  was  carried  out  by  the  Assistant  Secretary,  Mr.  T.  T. 
Dolman,  whose  services  were  much  appreciated  by  the 
members. 

Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association.— A  most 
successful  social  evening  was  held  at  the  Memorial  Hall, 
Albert  Square,  Manchester,  on  February  21,  when  Mr. 
Hermann  Woolley  gave  a  lantern-lecture  on  the  Lofoten 
Islands,  and  delighted  the  audience  with  a  succession  of 
charming  views  of  the  seat  of  the  cod  industry.  The  lecture 
was  made  doubly  interesting  by  the  racy  account  he  gave 
•of  the  experiences  of  his  party  in  their  mountain-climbing 
■exploits.  The  last  slide,  a  view  of  the  midnight  sun,  was 
particularly  striking.  There  were  110  present.  An  interval 
'for  refreshments  followed,  after  which  a  good  musical  pro- 
gramme concluded  the  evening.  Mrs.  Breese  sang  two  songs 
and  Mr.  Franklin  three  songs,  including  a  duet.  The  func- 
tion was  one  of  the  most  sociable  that  the  Association  has 
held,  the  only  regret  expressed  being  that  the  interval  for 
'friendly  conversation  was  too  short. 

Halifax  Chemists'  Association.— The  annual  dinner 
-vvas  held  on  February  22,  and  proved  a  most  enjoyable 
gathering.  The  President  (Mr.  J.  W.  Tiffany)  was  supported 
by  Messrs.  W.  R.  Fielding  and  W.  R.  Black  (Vice-Presi- 
dents), J.  Swire  (Treasurer),  R.  V.  Sutcliffe  (Hon.  Secretary), 
■G.  M.  Cobb,  Gibson  Dixon,  L.  Chambers,  C.  Fielding,  S.  G. 
Moores,  P.  W.  Swire,  J.  A.  Sutcliffe,  F.  D.  Crossley  (Oldfield, 
Pattinson  &  Co..  Manchester),  W.  Darbyshire  (F.  Wilkinson, 
Pendleton),  J.  A.  Dewhirst  (borough  analyst),  W.  C.  Heb- 
■den,  J.P.,  H.  Hebden,  W.  Lamb,  H.  C.  Brierley,  H.  K. 
Woodward,  F.  J.  Brav  (Wylevs,  Coventry),  R.  W.  Hill 
(D.  &  W.  Gibbs,  Ltd..  London),  F.  P.  Sargea'nt  (Leeds),  J.  B. 
"Wood  (Huddersfield),  A.  Hanson  (Bradford).  R.  H.  West 
'(Huddersfield),  J.  Rhodes  (Dewsbury),  and  Alderman  Hey, 
J. P.  Mr.  W.  R.  Fielding  proposed  "The  Pharmaceutical 
Society,"  and  Mr.  A.  Hanson,  responding,  said  his  private 
opinion  about  the  National  Insurance  Act  is  that  chemists 
will  not  come  off  badly.  Mr.  W.  C.  Hebden,  J. P.,  proposed 
-"  The  Mayor  and  Corporation,"  to  which  Alderman  Hey 
responded.  Mr.  Black  was  entrusted  with  the  toast  of 
"  Kindred  Local  Associations."  Mr.  Wood  replied,  and  also 
Mr.  F.  P.  Sargeant.  The  latter  said  he  is  at  a  loss  to 
understand  the  optimism  which  existed  among  chemists  as 
to  the  effects  of  the  National  Insurance  Act  on  their  busi- 
ness. He  was  sure  that  the  optimism  is  not  justified.  He 
predicted  that  the  sales  of  drugs,  proprietaries,  and  patent 
medicines  through  ordinary  channels  would  decrease,  and 
-they  would  have  to  look  for  compensation  in  the  dispensing 
department.  Unfortunately,  the  separation  of  prescribing 
and  dispensing  had  not  been  brought  about,  and  regulations 
would  be  made  which  would  allow  doctors,  under  certain 
circumstances,  to  dispense  their  own  medicines.  If  the 
regulations  are  unreasonably  wide,  pharmacists  stand  to  do 
as  little  dispensing  in  the  future  as  in  the  past.  He  regretted 
iihat  nothing  had  been  made  public  in  regard  to  the  inves- 


tigations made  by  the  Parliamentary  Secretary  and  Pro- 
fessor Greenish  during  their  visit  to  Germany.  Mr.  A.  Han- 
son and  Mr.  J.  Rhodes  also  responded,  and  Mr.  F.  D. 
Crossley  proposed  "  The  Halifax  Association,"  which  was 
formed  in  1868.  Of  the  forty  foundation  members  there 
are  two  still  among  them — Mr.  Brierley,  sen.,  whose  birth- 
day it  was  that  day,  and  Mr.  W.  C.  Hebden,  who  was 
present  at  the  dinner.  The  President,  replying,  paid  a 
tribute  to  the  Secretary  (Mr.  R.  V.  Sutcliffe),  and  said  he 
did  not  share  the  pessimism  of  Mr.  Sargeant  with  regard 
to  the  National  Insurance  Act.  The  concluding  toast  was 
that  of  "  The  President,"  proposed  by  Mr.  W.  R.  Black. 
A  programme  of  music,  etc.,  was  contributed  by  Messrs. 
A.  E.  Thorpe,  F.  Taylor,  Gibson  Dixon,  A.  Hanson,  J.  W. 
Tiffany,  and  A.  Haigh. 


PRESCRIPTION  PROBLEM. 

THE  problem  which  was  set  in  the  Winter  number  wae 
the  reproduction  of  a  prescription  written  in  pencil 
on  a  piece  of  paper  slightly  over  an  inch  wide,  and  was 
given  the  same  size  as  the  original.  The  response  was 
good,  and  very  few  errors  were  made  in  deciphering  the 
ingredients.  Many  found  a  difficulty  in  giving  the  correct 
quantity  of  vin  ipecac,  but  the  chemist  who  dispensed  the 
original  informs  vis  that  this  was  giss.  The  correct  tran- 
scription is  as  follows  : 

Aethefr]  3ss 
Lq  am  acet.  5ss 
Lq  strychn.  ni.40 
Inf.  digit,  sviij 
V.   ipeca  siss 
Tr  camp.  co.  3iij 
Aq.  chlor  jviij 
3j  4t  [horis] 

One  card  was  received  correct  in  every  particular,  and 
this  was  sent  by  Mr.  A.  Hale,  60  Denmark  Hill,  London, 
S.E.,  to  whom  we  award  a  copy  of  "The  Chemist 
Optician." 

The  next  problem  is  set  out  below,  and  we  invite  solu- 
tions o?i  postcards  from  our  readers.  Prizes  will  be 
awarded  at  the  discretion  of  the  Editor. 


TRADE-MARKS. 

Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned 
applications  must  be  stated  on  Form  T.M.  No.  7  (obtain- 
able at  Money  Order  Offices  for  £1)  and  lodged  with 
Mr.  Temple  Franks,  Comptroller-General,  Patents  Office, 
z5  Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.C., 
within  one  month  of  the  dates  mentioned. 

The  figures  in  parentheses  refer  to  the  classes  in  which  the  marks 
are  desired. 


(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  February  H,  1912.) 

"  Ivorol  " ;  for  perfumed  soap  (48).  By  Harkness,  Beau- 
mont &  Co.,  6-12  Ballantyne  Road,  Edinburgh.  337,931. 

"  Dhuffo  "  ;  for  perfumery  (48).  By  R.  H.  Patterson, 
103  Warbreek  Drive,  Blackpool.  338,350. 

Label  device  for  "  Gosney's  Pine-tar  Lotion";  for  a  hair- 
lotion  (48).  Bv  A.  J.  Gosney,  6  Johnstone  Row,  Wey- 
mouth. 338,159. 

"  Oricuee,"  the  Double-event  Dentrifrice ;  for  tooth-powder 
or  dentifrice  (48).  By  Crick  &  Co.,  Oving  Vicarage, 
Chichester.  338,753. 
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TRADE  REPORT. 

The  prices  given  in  this  section  are  those  obtained  by  importers  or 
manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these 
prices  various  charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in 
many  instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers 
receive  the  goods  into  stock,  after  which  much  expense  may  be 
incurred  in  garbling  and  the  like.  Qualities  of  chemicals,  drugs, 
oils,  and  many  other  commodities  vary  greatly,  and  higher 
prices  than  those  here  quoted  are  charged  for  selected  qualities 
of  natural  products  even  in  bulk  quantities.  Retail  buyers 
cannot,  therefore,  for  these  and  other  reasons,  expect  to 
purchase  at  the  prices  quoted  here. 


41  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.,  February  29. 

T*HE  uppermost  topic  in  commercial  circles  this  week 
■*■  is  whether  it  is  to  be  peace  or  war  in  the  coal 
industry,  but  at  the  time  of  writing  the  negotiations, 
although  not  finally  broken  off,  have  ended  in  a  deadlock, 
and  the  strike  area  is  extending.  Meanwhile  there  has 
been  a  good  demand  for  heavy  chemicals  for  prompt 
delivery,  and  the  tendency  has  been  to  take  increased 
quantities  off  contract,  in  anticipation  of  the  strike. 
Apart  from  this,  the  probable  breaking  up  of  the  Glycerin 
Convention  next  week  is  the  principal  event,  and  now 
that  there  is  a  prospect  of  a  more  free  and  open  market 
much  lower  prices  are  quoted  and  competition  for 
business  is  keen.  New  Norwegian  cod-liver  oil  is 
lower,  the  week's  fishing  having  again  proved  very 
favourable;  but  buyers  on  a  falling  market  still  prefer 
to  look  on  meanwhile.  Among  other  drugs  there  have 
been  few  changes.  Menthol  is  quiet  and  milk-sugar  is 
still  sagging.  Ceara  jaborandi  is  higher,  and  higher  prices 
are  also  asked  for  kola,  demand  being  good.  Copaiba  is 
in  good  inquiry  and  firm.  Olibanum  and  acacia  gums 
are  steady.  Lycopodium  firm.  Senega  is  higher  in 
America,  but  here  demand  is  slow.  Japan  wax  has  sold 
freely  to  the  Continent.  China  wood-oil  is  cheaper.  Both 
petroleum  and  turpentine  are  dearer,  the  former  having 
sharply  advanced.  Castor  oil  is  the  turn  weaker  for 
English.  Cinchona  at  the  London  auction  was  unchanged. 
Crude  China  camphor  is  held  for  higher  rates.  Acetone 
is  very  firm,  sodium  nitrate  dearer,  and  carbolic  acid 
cheaper.    The  principal  changes  are  as  under  : 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Camphor 

(Cb.  cr.) 
Caraway  seed 
Cinnamon 
Jaborandi 
Petroleum 
Soda  nitrate 

Arsenic 
Calabar  beans 
Turpentine 

Carbolic  acid 
Castor  oil 

(Eng.) 
Gum  acacia 

(Senegal) 
Milk-sugar 
Opium 

Capsicums 
Cod-liver  oil 
Coriander 
Glycerin 
Palm  oil 
Wood  oil 

(China) 

Cablegrams. 

Bergen,  February  28.-The  cod-fishing  in  the  Lofoten 
district  continues  good.  The  market  for  finest  non-con- 
gealing oil  is  quiet  at  about  85s.  per  barrel  c.i.f.  terms. 

New  York,  February  29.— Business  in  drugs  is  fair 
Opium  is  quiet  at  $8.25  per  lb.  for  druggists  bv  single 
cases.  Buchu  is  steady  at  $1.20  for  round.  Peppermint 
oil  in  tins  is  dull  at  $2.85.  Hydrastis  (golden  seal)  is 
firmer  at  $5.  Jalap  is  steadier  at  24c,  and  Peru  balsam  is 
also  firmer  at  $1.80.  Cascara  sagrada  is  quiet  at  8-2-c 
per  lb. 

Amsterdam,  February  22.— At  the  auction  of  cinchona 
held  here  to-day  10,602  packages,  weighing  923.199  kilos., 
were  offered,  the  quinine-content  of  which  is  56.389  kilos.' 
Ihe  weight  of  the  manufacturing  bark  is  822.578  kilos 
with  a  quinine-content  of  52.812  kilos.,  and  the  average 
percentage  is  6.42.    Of  the  above  quantity  8.391  packages 


sold  at  the  average  unit  of  3.07  cents  per  half-kilo.,  being: 
exactly  the  same  as  at  the  January  auction.  The  approxi- 
mate purchases  of  quinine  were  as  follows  :  (1)  The  Eng- 
lish and  American  factories,  11,430  kilos.  ;  (2)  the  Bruns- 
wick factory,  7,313  kilos.  ;  (3)  the  Manaheim  factory,. 
7,571  kilos.  ;  (4)  the  Amsterdam  factory,  4,610  kilos.  ; 
(5)  the  Frankfort  and  Stuttgart  factories,  5,818  kilos.  ;  (6> 
the  Maarssen  factory,  4,348  kilos.  ;  (7)  various  buyers,. 
7,910  kilos.  The  prices  paid  for  manufacturing  bark 
ranged  from  6-fc.  to  30-Jc,  and  for  druggists'  bark  from 
9^c.  to  38|c.  per  half-kilo.  Of  coca-leaves,  2.345  kilos, 
sold,  and  84.609  kilos,  were  bought  in.  A  further  538' 
kilos,  of  quinine  in  the  bark  has  been  sold  since  the- 
auction. 

London  Markets. 

Acetone  is  very  firm,  and  any  small  lots  coming  on- 
the  market  are  quickly  taken  up.  Government  specifica- 
tion is  quoted  at  87.s.  6(1.  per  cwt.,  which  price  has  been 
paid  several  times,  and  90*.  is  nearer  current  value 
to-day. 

Anise  (Star)  is  offered  from  Hamburg  at  the  lower  price 
of  77*.  6c/.  per  cwt.  c.i.f.  for  at  least  five-case  lots. 

Aniseed  is  scarce  on  the  spot,  but  can  be  bought  for 
shipment  at  about  27*.  per  cwt.  c.i.f.  terms. 

Belladonna-root  is  offered  at  35s.  per  cwt.  c.i.f.  terms. 

Bergamot  Oil  is  still  very  firm  but  unaltered,  agents  in. 
London  quoting  30?.  per  lb.  c.i.f.  for  38-per-cent.  esters, 
and  on  the  spot  genuine  is  worth  32s.  per  lb. 

Buchu.— The  market  remains  strong  with  continued 
inquiry,  the  spot  value  of  good  green  new  round  being 
4s.  9c/.  In  ovals  only  a  small  business  is  passing,  Is.  lid. 
having  been  paid  for  clean  green,  and  in  longs  several 
transactions  are  reported  from  second-hands,  up  to  2s.  6(?. 
having  been  paid  for  clean  and  2s.  to  2s.  3c/.  for  stalky  ; 
this  description  is  now  practically  cleared.  The  Armadale 
Castle  has  brought  38  packages  from  Cape  Town  and  six 
from  Mossel  Bay.  Of  these,  22  are  reported  to  be  bays 
for  London,  15  are  bales  for  New  York,  and  seven  are- 
bales  for  Hamburg. 

Calabar  Beans. — From  Liverpool  a  sale  of  15  bags  was- 
reported  last  week  at  Is.  4c/.  per  lb.  ex  quay.  Several 
recent  arrivals  in  Hamburg  have  been  sold,  and  the  price 
for  prompt  reshipment  from  there  is  Is.  6cZ.  per  lb.  c.i.f. 

Camphor  (Crude). — A  London  circular  states  that  "it  is- 
reported  that  exports  from  China  have  practically  ceased, . 
as  the  production  is  not  more  than  local  consumption 
wants."  In  consequence,  the  spot  price  has  advanced  to- 
155s.  per  cwt. 

Canary-seed  is  firm  and  unchanged  in  price  at  50s.  to 
57s.  per  quarter  for  ordinary  and  53s.  for  good  Morocco, 
but  the  demand  is  slow.  Turkish  for  shipment  is  quoted' 
52s.  6c/.  c.i.f.  terms.  Spanish  is  steady  at  75s.  to  82.s.  6d'. 
for  good  to  fine  bold. 

Cantharides. — Russian  are  in  limited  supply,  with 
offers  at  2s.  10c/.  per  lb.  c.i.f.  terms. 

Caraway-seed  is  dearer  at  27s.  to  28s.  per  cwt.  for 
fair  to  good  Dutch  on  the  spot. 

Carbolic  Acid. — Crystals  have  further  declined,  39° 
to  40°  C.  offering  at  8d.  and  35°  C.  at  per  lb.  Crude 
60  per  cent,  is  quoted  at  from  2s.  10c/.  to  3s.  per  gal.  on 
both  the  East  and  West  Coast  for  prompt  delivery,  and' 
2s.  9c/.  for  forward.  Liquid.  Cresylic  is  steady  at  Is.  8dl 
to  Is.  9c/.  per  gal. 

Cascara  Sagrada  has  been  in  fair  demand,  the  sales 
including  old  bark  at  from  40s.  to  42s.  6c/.,  and  new  at 
38s.  on  the  spot  . 

Cassia  Fistula. — The  new  crop  is  arriving  freely  on  the 
Hamburg  market,  which  is  steady  at  23s.  per  cwt.  c.i.f. 
for  at  least  half-ton  lots. 

Cassia  Oil. — From  China  the  higher  quotation  of 
3s.  10^c/.  per  lb.  c.i.f.  is  required  for  February-March 
shipment  of  80  to  85  per  cent.  ;  spot  sales  are  small  on 
the  basis  of  3s.  lOd.  for  80  to  85  per  cent.,  and  3s.  Id. 
for  70  to  75  per  cent. 

Castor  Oil. — Hull  make  is  slightly  easier,  prompt 
delivery  offering  at  28/.  5s.  per  ton  in  barrels,  which  figure 
is    also    asked    for    March-June    and  July-December, 
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delivered  free  on  wharf  London ;  pharmaceutical  quality 
is  50s.  per  ton  extra.  Belgium  firsts  in  barrels  for  prompt 
delivery  is  quoted  28/.  17*.  6c/.,  and  March-December  at 
28/.  2s.  6d.  ex  wharf  London.  In  Liverpool,  good  seconds 
Calcutta  is  quoted  3-§c/.  per  lb.  ex  quay  and  ~6$d.  in  store. 

Cinchona. — At  the  London  auction  on  Tuesday  569 
packages  were  offered,  of  which  the  bulk  found  buyers 
at  steady  rates,  the  unit  value  being  unchanged  at  -j%d. 
per  lb.  Of  Java  456  bales  ottered  ana  320  sola,  including 
Ledgeriana  stem  and  branch  at  3|c/.,  branch  2^d.,  root 
3§c/.  to  4fc/.,  hybrid  branch  2±d.  to  2Jc/.,  and  root  3§c/. ; 
93  bales  East  Indian  sold,  comprising  otticinalis  chips  at 
2grf.  to  2\d.,  Succirubra  natural  stem  chips  at  Ad.  to  'A^d. 
per  lb. 

Citric  Acid  is  quiet,  English  offering  at  Is.  4gcc\,  and 
foreign  at  la.  4c/.  per  lb. 

Cod-liver  Oil. — The  market  prospects  and  conditions 
are  the  subject  of  much  comment,  and  surprise  is  expressed 
that  the  fishing  is  proving  so  prolific,  especially  m  view 
of  the  fact  that  reports  Had  been  assiduously  circulated 
•by  some  Norwegian  makers  that  the  prospects  were  not 
bright  and  that  Liie  fishing  so  far  liaa  been  poor.  As  it 
is,  prices  have  again  declined,  and,  with  the  present  un- 
settled and  falling  market,  wholesalers  are  mostly  looking 
on,  as  most  of  them  have  good  stocks  of  1911  oil  on  hanu, 
in  addition  to  which  the  consumption  has  been  smaller. 
Agents  are  ottering  new  Norwegian  oil  at  between  80s.  and 
.856'.  per  barrel  c.i.f.,  and  bids  of  2s.  6c/.  less  will  be  sub- 
mitted. To-day  a  well-known  mark  of  finest  Lofoten  oil 
is  offered  at  &2s.  per  barrel  c.i.f.  for  March  shipment. 
It  is  pointed  out  that  at  the  end  of  February 
1908  the.  total  production  of  cod-liver  oil  was  about  11,060 
hect.  and  the  price  55s.  per  barrel,  whereas  now  the  pro- 
duction is  about  15,000  hect.  and  the  price  about  80s. 

Cable  advices  from  Norway  give  the  catch  and  output  of 
•cod-liver  oil  up  to  Jf'ebruary  24  as  follows: 

Livers  for   Yield  of 
raw  oils  c.l.o. 
Catch  (.hect.,)  t,hect.) 

Lofoten      ...       1911   ...    o,000,000    ...     2bY    ...  2,411 
do.  ...       lblJ   ...    LuuO.cOU    ...     109    ...  812 

Whole  of  Noi  way  iilll    ...  lu,o0U,0u0    ...  3,20b'    ...  14,856 
do.  laxO   ...    o,i48,U00    ...  2,411    ...  3,940 

The  above  figures  show  that  the  fishing  has  proved  more 
.prolific  than  was  expected. 

In  the  course  of  a  report  issued  by  an  Aalesund  maker, 
•dated  February  19,  it  is  stated :  "  It  must  be  admitted, 
however,  that  the  quantity  of  oil  manufactured  in  Fin- 
marken  during  .[November-December  1911  is  pretty  large, 
■and  so  are  the  stocks  of  last  season's  oil,  but  considering  the 
inferior  qua.ity  of  these  oils,  which  partly  makes  them 
unsuitaMe  for  medicinal  purposes,  there  is  absolutely  no 
reason,  why  the  price  for  fust-class  new-season  Lofoten 
qualities  has  become  so  low.  The  pure  Lofoten  oil  manu- 
factured just  now  costs  the  maker  about  10.s.  more  per 
barrel  than  the  price  quoted  by  some  of  our  exporters,  who 
•are  making  every  effort  to  depress  the  market;  but  as  none 
of  the  makers  are  selling  at  these  prices,  no  doubt  those 
who  have  forward  contracts  at  prices  below  the  present  cost- 
price  of  the  Lofoten  oil  will  have  to  cover  their  require- 
ments very  soon,  and  at  advanced  prices.  In  any  case,  the 
bottom  price  must  have  been  reached  by  now,  and  as  the 
present  price  is  very  low,  and  not  in  proportion  to  the  new- 
^seasori's  quantity  of  oil,  there  can  be  no  risk  for  buyers  to 
make  their  purchases  just  now  for  March-April-May  ship- 
ment. The  weather  at  Lofoten  has  been  rather  stormy  the 
last  two  or  three  days,  and  if  this  should  continue  prices 
will  advance." 

Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on  February  26  that 
practically  all  the  fishing  districts  gave  fair  results  during 
the  past  week,  and  only  in  Lofoten  was  the  increase  of  the 
•catch  middling.  To-day's  report  give  the  following  quan- 
tities : 

1910         1911  1912 
Catch  of  cod  (millions)      ...        7  6  5.4  16.6 

Yield  of  c.l.o.  (ht-ct.)  ...  6,500  4,000  15,100 
Livers  for  "raw"  oils  (hect.)  3,800  2,600  3,300 
As  stated  in  last  report,  the  cod  and  its  liver  have  a 
^tendency  to  grow  smaller,  but  the  percentage  of  oil  contained 
in  the  liver  is,  on  the  other  hand,  growing  larger.  A  month 
ago  the  percentage  of  oil  was  reported  from  Lofoten  at 
40  to  45,  and  this  week's  report  gives  46  to  55  per  cent. — 
i.e.,  a  very  fine  and  fat  liver,  which  will  give  a  splendid 
■oil.  On  the  market  more  interest  has  been  shown  during 
the  past  week,  and  several  hundred  barrels  were  bought  at 


prices  equal  to  87s.  6cZ.  per  barrel  c.i.f.  for  finest  Lofoten 
non-congealing  oil.  To-day  the  market  is  quieter,  owing 
to  the  above  report  of  the  fishing,  and  buyers  have  now 
withdrawn.    The  above  quotation  is  therefore  quite  nominal. 

Cinnamon. — There  were  180  bales  offered  at  auction 
last  Monday,  and  of  these  only  five  bales  fine  firsts  sold 
at  Is.  8f/.  per  lb.,  the  biddings  for  the  remainder  being 
considerably  below  holders'  ideas ;  but  afterwards  a  fair 
proportion  was  placed  privately  at  prices  about  5d.  per 
lb.  above  those  obtained  at  the  last  sales  which  were  held 
six  months  ago.  Superior  firsts  sold  at  Is.  10c/.  per  lb., 
seconds  at  Is.  9c/.,  and  thirds  at  Is.  8c/.  ;  good  thirds  and 
fine  fourths  sold  at  Is.  4c/.,  good  fourths  at  Is.  2d.,  and 
cearse  at  lid.  per  lb.  Ordinary  unworked  fourths  were 
held  for  Is.  per  lb.  Thejre  was  good  competition  for  48 
bales  quillings,  and  these  brought  9c/.  to  10c/.  per  lb. 

Copaiba  is  in  fair  inquiry,  and  is  firm  at  2s.  2d.  per  lb. 
on  the  spot,  with  no  arrivals  meanwhile.  Para,  is  still 
inquired  for. 

Coriander-seed  is  lower  at  16s.  per  cwt.  for  Morocco 
on  the  spot. 

Cream  of  Tartar. — Prices  remain  very  firm,  but 
quotably  unaltered.  98-per-cent.  powder  offering  at  80s. 
and  95-per-cent.  at  78s.  per  cwt. 

Cumin-seed  is  unchanged  at  25s.  per  cwt.  for  fair 
Morocco. 

Dill-seed  has  been  sold  at  18s.  per  cwt.  for  a  small  lot 
of  East  Indian. 

Ergot  is  quiet  here,  but  Hamburg  reports  a  larger  busi- 
ness. German  has  been  almost  entirely  cleared  theTe,  and 
Russian  is  reported  difficult  to  obtain  from  Russia ;  3s.  lei. 
to  3s.  2d.  is  the  Hamburg  value  of  German,  and  3s.  4c/. 
to  3s.  6c/.  c.i.f.  for  Russian.  We  have  received  the  follow- 
ing advice  from  a  Swedish  firm  :  "  Every  day  we  have 
had  inquiries  for  ergot ;  lately,  however,  we  have  only 
been  able  to  get  very  small  quantities.  When  the  whole- 
sale dealers  in  Hamburg  write  that  the  drug  is  falling 
and  the  article  of  no  interest,  we  think  one  may  say  that 
this  statement  is  only  made  in  the  interests  of  bear 
speculators.  As  you  perhaps  know,  the  harvest  has 
already  failed  twice,  and  if  this  summer  also  shows  a  bad 
harvest  result,  prices  will  certainly  rise  to  an  extreme 
level.  We  consider  the  export  of  ergot  from  Sweden  this 
year  will  be  about  5,000  kilos.  ;  6tocks  in  second  do  not 
exist." 

Farina. — After  the  recent  big  advances  the  market  is 
now  steady,  and,  as  fresh  supplies  are  not  obtainable  before 
September-October,  the  present  price  of  15s.  6c7.  per  cwt. 
f.o.b.  ex  wharf  is  likely  to  be  maintained. 

Fenugreek-seed  is  steady  at  10s.  to  10s.  6d.  per  cwt. 
for  Morocco  according  to  quantity. 

Fixed  Oils. — Several  of  the  leading  oils  show  an  easier 
tendency.  Linseed  is  cheaper  at  36s.  per  cwt.  in  pipes 
and  36s.  6c/.  in  barrels.  Cottonseed  is  quiet  at  22s.  6d. 
per  cwt.  for  crude,  at  24s.  for  ordinary  pale  refined,  and 
27s.  for  sweet  refined.  Ceylon  Coconut  is  quiet  at  42s.  6d. 
on  the  spot  and  at  48s.  6c/.  for  Cochin  on  the  spot.  Rape 
is  quiet  at  31s.  for  ordinary  brown  cpude  and  at  33s.  for 
refined  in  casks.  Soya  oil  is  unchanged  at  26s.  spot  for 
Manchurian.  Lagos  Palm  oil  is  6c/.  per  cwt.  cheaper  afc 
28s.  3c/.  in  Liverpool. 

Glycerin. — It  is  stated  that  negotiations  are  still  going 
on  between  the  various  constituents  of  the  British  Glycerin 
Convention,  but  no  official  information  is  yet  available  as 
to  their  outcome,  and  although  statements  have  been  made 
that  the  Convention  has  already  broken  up,  this  can  only 
be  taken  as  market  gossip,  as  the  notice  of  withdrawal 
given  by  two  leading  firms  does  not  expire  until  March  6. 
Meanwhile  the  feeling  is  growing  in  interested  circles  that 
the  Convention  will  ultimately  collapse,  and  there  are  many 
who  are  now  looking  forward  to  a  wider  field  of  competi- 
tion, as  the  arrangement  between  the  British  and  Conti- 
nental makers  would  also  fall  to  the  ground.  This  week 
various  prices  are  quoted,  there  being  offers  of  chemically 
pure  s.g.  1.260  quality  in  drums  at  80/.  per  ton,  and  for 
export  down  to  74/.  is  quoted.  Although  quotations  are 
now  more  favourable,  little  interest  has  been  displayed 
among  buyers,  who  would  probably  do  well  to  wait  until 
more  settled  conditions  prevail. 
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Guinea  Grains. — Sales  have  been  made  in  Hamburg  at 
the  equivalent  of  80s.  per  cwt.  c.i.f. 

Gum  Acacia. — Soudan  sorts  are  unchanged  on  the  spot, 
with  a  small  business;  to  arrive  market  is  rather  firmer, 
sellers  now  asking  35s.  per  cwt.  c.i.f.  for  February-March 
shipment  from  Khartoum.  Senegal  gum  is  rather  easier, 
a  line  of  several  hundred  bags  Bas  de  Fleuve  offering  at 
38.9.  6c?.  per  cwt.  f.o.b.  Bordeaux  for  about  fair  quality. 

Ipecacuanha. — The  Syria  has  brought  39  bags  of 
East  Indian  from  Singapore.  Small  sales  of  Matto  Grosso 
are  reported  at  9s.,  and  Cartagena  at  8s.  per  lb. 

Jaborandi.— Holders  on  the  Continent  are  asking  the 
higher  price  of  bd.  per  lb.  c.i.f.  for  small  round  Ceara. 

Jal\p  remains  in  small  request  at  from  Is.  Zd.  to 
Is.  4c/.  for  8  to  10  per  cent,  on  the  spot. 

A  Hamburg-  report  states  that  the  position  continues 
unsettled,  but  the  last  reports  indicate  that  the  crop  has 
lx>on  damaged  by  frost  and  that  prospects  are  for  higher 
prioos.  For  8-per-cent.  resin  in  at  least  half-ton  lots,  ll£eZ. 
jier  lb.  is  quoted  c.i.f.  terms. 

Kola. — African  have  been  in  good  demand  in  Hamburg 
and  is  dearer,  quarters  offering  at  46s.  per  cwt.  There 
has  also  been  a  good  demand  in  London  for  the  Continent, 
and  up  to  4£rf.  per  lb.  has  been  paid  for  good  West  Indian 
halves. 

Lemon  Oil.— After  the  recent  activity,  the  market  is 
now  quieter,  with  agents  offering  at  from  6s.  4r/.  to  6.s.  9d. 
per  lb.  c.i.f.,  and  on  the  spot  prices  vary  from  6s.  8d.  to 
7s.  A  Palermo  advice  dated  February  24  states  that 
since  the  10th  inst.  prices  further  advanced,  but  during 
the  last  few  days  the  upward  movement  has  momentarily 
stopped.  Consumers  abroad  and  Sicilian  exporters  have 
not  supported  the  movement  of  late,  and  the  demand  has 
been  very  quiet  during  the  last  week  or  two.  It  is,  there- 
fore, only  local  speculators  who  have  paid  very  high 
figures,  and  it  is  with  great  difficulty  that  they  have  been 
ajble  to  cover  their  forward  contracts  made  last  autumn. 
The  conflicting  interests  are  so  important  this  year  that 
m  judging  the  position  of  the  market  the  natural  factors 
of  the  state  of  the  crop  and  consumers'  requirements  are 
much  less  important  than  usual. 

Linseed  is  unchanged  for  fine  qualities  at  70s.  to  72s.  6d. 
per  quarter. 

Lycopodium  is  firm  and  unaltered,  treble-sifted  Eussian 
offering  in  at  least  3-case  lots  at  Is.  %d.  per  lb.  net 
c.i.f.  terms. 

_  Menthol.—  At  the  close  of  last  week  further  sales  of 
Kobayashi  from  second-hands  were  made  at  19s.  9d.  c.i.f. 
for  March-April  shipment,  but  21s.  is  now  asked  for  this 
position.  This  week  the  market  is  quiet,  with  spot  sellers 
of  Kobayashi  in  single  case  lots  at  21s.  6d.  More  inquiry 
is  reported  at  the  close,  and  a  bid  of  21s.  bd.  is  said  to 
have  been  refused  for  ten  cases. 

exports  from  Japan  during  December   1911  were 
17.249  kin,  against  9.557  kin  in  1910.    We  are  now  able  to 
give  the  complete  official  totals  for  the  past  three  years: 
1909  1910  1911 

Kin      ...    102.411  116,922  113,646 

^en      ...    490.525  648,857  963,220 

Milk-sugar.— Market  still  exhibits  a  sagging  ten- 
dency, and  for  quantity  there  are  offers  at  77s.  bd.  per 
cwt.  for  good  B.P.  quality. 

Morphine. — The  makers'  prices  remain  unchanged  at 
13s.  9rf.  to  14s.  per  oz.  for  the  hydrochlor.  powder,  and 
from  second-hands  sellers  quote  13s.  5d.  for  small  parcels. 

Musk. — The  stock  of  Tonquin  pod  continues  verv  small, 
with  Pile  I.  thin  blue-skin  offering  at  72s.  6d.  per  oz. 
and  good  quality  of  old  style  at  60s.  per  oz.  Russian  Ca- 
bardine  is  quoted  19s. 

Olibanum  is  steady  but  quiet,  sales  including  various 
qualities,  comprising  drop,  at  50s.  per  cwt. 

Opium. — There  is  still  an  absence  of  business  in  primary 
markets,  also  an  absence  of  offers  by  wire.  The  spot  value 
of  good  Turkey  druggists  is  from  27.s.  6d.  to  28s.,  and 
the  same  price  is  asked  for  Persian  also.  To-day  cables 
have  been  received  from  Constantinople  indicating  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  weakness  in  prices  there. 

A  Smyrna  correspondent  writes  on  February  16  that 
the  sales  this  week  amount  to  82  cases  at  from  27s.  bd. 


to  30s.,  as  to  quality  and  strength.  After  a  long  spell  of 
fine  and  favourable  weather  we  have  now  to  report  a  change- 
to  frost,  snow,  and  rain,  which  perhaps  augurs  that  this- 
country  too  will  be  encircled  in  the  cold  wave  which  is- 
enveloping  the  northern  and  midland  portions  of  Europe. 
Should  such  be  the  case,  we  fully  expect  that  the  exposed 
poppy-plantations  will  ere  long  be  frost-bitten,  and  thus- 
there  will  be  a  further  deficit  to  reckon  respecting  the 
sowings.  The  arrivals  in  Smyrna  amount  to  1,102  cases, 
against  4,313  at  same  period  last  year. 

Orange  Oil. — Prices  remain  unchanged  on  the  basis  of 
8s.  2d.  to  8s.  3jf/.  per  lb.  c.i.f.  for  eithefr  sweet  or  bitter. 

Peppermint  Oil. — American  tin-oil  remains  steady  at 
from  12s.  3c/.  to  12s.  6d.  net  for  good  brands,  and  at 
15s.  3c7.  for  H.G.H.  Private-letter  advices  continue  to- 
express  a  firm  feeling,  but  here  the  demand  is  very  slow, 
the  mild  weather  having  interfered  with  the  consumption 
this  year.  In  Japanese  dementholised  the  sales  include 
40  cases  Kobayashi  for  March-April  shipment  at  6s.  2d.  per 
lb.  c.i.f. 

The  exports  from  Japan  during  December  amounted  to- 
32,045  kin ;  for  the  twelve  months  of  the  past  three  years- 
they  are  as  follows: 

1909  1910  1911 

Kin    151,801  146  230  172,368 

Yen    466,657  464,485  625,577 

Petroleum  has  had  a  sharp  advance,  and  closes  strong,, 
the  quotation  for  ordinary  refined  American  being  from 
8-^d.  to  8§c/.,  water- white  at  from  9^d.  to  9fc£.,  and  Russian' 
at  from  85c?.  to  8§c/.  per  gal. 

Potassium  Iodide. — The  exports  from  Japan  during 
Dec-ember  amounted  to  5,517  kin.  The  following  are  the- 
complete  figures  for  the  past  three  years  and  are  the 
earliest  available  : 

1909  1910  1911 

Kin    31,748  55,042  53,906 

Of  crude  iodine  the  exports  in  December  were  1,516  kin; 
1909,  17,957  kin;  1910,  13,110  kin;  and  1911,  14,084  kin. 

Quicksilver. — Both  the  first  and  second  hand  markets 
have  been  quite  unchanged  this  week  at  81.  7s.  bd.  and 
8?.  6s.  per  bottle  respectively. 

Quillaia  is  very  firm,  with  little  offered  in  Liverpool: 
at  from  29/.  10s.  to  30/.  per  ton.  Hamburg  quotes  31/.  10s. 
c.i.f. 

Quinine. — At  the  Amsterdam  auction  held  on  Feb- 
ruary 23,  1,417'i  kilos.  (50,000  oz.)  Ed.  II.  were  sold  at 
an  average  price  of  fl.  10.79  per  kilo.,  against  fl.  11.05- 
per  kilo,  at  the  previous  auction.  The  next  auction  will  be 
held  on  March  8,  when  a  similar  quantity  will  be  offered. 

The  exports  of  "  quinine,  quinine  salts,  and  combina- 
tions" from  Germany  during  the  twelve  months  ending 
December  were  as  follows : 

1909  1 1910  1911 

Kilos   167,300  185,100  207.0C0 

Marks    3,848,000        4,257,l;00  5,113,000 

Senega  in  small  demand.  The  price  in  U.S.A.  has- 
advanced  to  2s.  Id.  per  lb.  c.i.f.,  and  in  consequence  spot- 
holders  here  are  asking  2s.  Id.  also. 

Senna. — It  is  difficult  to  obtain  offers  for  early  ship- 
ment from  Egypt,  and  the  market  looks  like  advancing, 
as  the  export  demand  is  good. 

Shellac  shows  a  slightly  firmer  tone  on  the  spot,  with 
sellers  more  reserved.  Small  sale6  of  fair  TN  Orange 
have  been  made  on  the  basis  of  62s.  For  arrival  TN 
for  March- April  shipment  has  been  sold  at  60s.,  and  April- 
May  at  60s.  bd.  per  cwt.  c.i.f.  AC  Garnet  for  April-June 
shipment  is  offered  at  57s.  bd.  c.i.f.  Futures  are  firm,  the- 
sales  including  March  delivery  at  60s.  to  61s.,  August  at 
62s.  bd.  to  63s.,  and  October  at  64s. 

Sodium  Nitrate  has  advanced  a  further  l'2d.  per  cwt., 
ordinary  offering  at  10s.  7£rf.,  and  refined  at  10s.  9d.  ; 
Liverpool  quotes  10s.  7±d.  and  10s.  10^d.  per  cwt.  respec- 
tively. Prices  have  improved  at  all  centres,  and,  owing 
to  the  much-improved  European  demand,  it  is  thought 
that  prices  will  be  satlsfactoryfor  some  month6  to  come. 

Spices. — At  auction  the  large  supply  of  1,400  bag* 
Cochin  and  Calicut  ginger  offered,  and  170  sold  without 
reserve  at  from  38s.  to  38s.  bd.  for  small  rough  wormy 
Cochin,  and  for  a  small  lot  of  good  bright  cuttings  55s. 
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was  paid.  Fine  bright  Calicut  rough  was  bought  in  at 
53s.,  and  washed  rough  Cochin  at  44s.  to  47s.  In  Liver- 
pool a  fair  amount  of  business  has  been  done  in  new  crop 
Sierra  Leone,  and  prices  now  appear  to  have  touched 
•bottom  at  25s.  bd.  to  24s.  nominally,  ex  quay  terms.  The 
private  demand  for  fair  Singapore  pepper  is  quiet,  with 
retail  sales  at  &fcd.  on  the  spot.  The  arrival  market  is 
firm,  the  sales  including  75  tons  Singapore  at  5-fed.  c.i.f. 
for  April- June  shipment.  For  Lampong  5^(/.  c.i.f.  has 
been  paid  for  July-September,  and  51s.  bd.  per  cwt.  for 
Tellicherry  for  March-May  shipment.  At  auction  70  bags 
fair  white  Muntok  pepper  were  bought  in  at  8§(/.  Pri- 
vately, fair  Singapore  is  offered  at  87/.,  and  for  March-May 
shipment  sales  of  Singapore  are  reported  at  8d.  and  Mun- 
tok at  8|r/.  for  ApTil-June  shipment.  Chillies  were  quiet 
at  auction,  50  bales  Mombasa  being  bought  in  at  45s.  for 
fair,  and  36  bales  Zanzibar  at  45s.  ;  also  96  bags  good 
red  Japan  at  from  40s.  to  42s.  bd.  per  cwt.  Capsicums 
were  lower,  28  bags  Nyasaland  selling  at  26s.  6d.  per  cwt. 
for  fair  red  mixed  yellowish  off  stalk.  Nutmegs  were 
steady  at  auction,  16  packages  West  Indian  selling  at 
from  5£d.  to  5§r/.  for  108  to  93,  and  6d.  for  79.  Mace  was 
quiet,  34  cases  Singapore  being  bought  in  at  from  2s.  4<7. 
to  2s.  6d.  Cloves  are  firm,  the  spot  price  of  Zanzibar  being 
S^d. ,  with  rather  buyers.  To  arrive,  January-March  ship- 
ment has  been  sold  at  S-j^d.  and  March-May  at  5gf/. 

Tartaric  Acid  remains  very  firm,  with  foreign  offering 
at  Is.  Ojrf.,  and  English  at  Is.  Q^d.  English  makers  are  re- 
ported to  be  very  busy,  and  find  difficulty  in  effecting 
delivery. 

Turpentine  has  shown  a  sustained  advance  amounting 
to  about  9rf.  per  cwt.  since  our  last,  and  closes  at  35s.  per 
cwt. 

Wax  (Carnatjba)  is  quiet,  with  waxy  grey  offering  at 
157s.  6d.  per  cwt.  for  arrivr.l.  Fair  quantities  of  chalky 
grey  have  changed  hands  at  about  previous  values. 

Wax  (Japanese)  has  been  in  more  demand,  the  sales  in- 
cluding 500  cases  February-March  and  March-April  ship- 
ment at  from  42s.  6d.  to  43s.  c.i.f.  Continent;  on  the  spot 
good  squares  are  obtainable  at  44s.  per  cwt. 

Wood  Oil. — China  is  lower,  spot  offering  at  487.  10s. 
,per  ton,  and  January-February  shipment  at  40/.  5s. 

Manchester  Chemical  Market. 

February  27. 

The  market  for  heavy  chemicals  for  some  days  past  has 
'been,  variable,  but,  with  the  possible  coal  strike  in  view, 
there  is  every  likelihood  of  a  falling-off  in  the  demand ; 
prices,  however,  do  not  show  much  change.  Caustic  potash 
is  unaltered,  75  to  80  per  cent.,  solid,  offering  at  19/.  10s. 
to  19/.  15s.,  ex  store  Manchester.  Electrolytic  liquid,  50°  Be, 
11/.  5s.  c.i.f.  Goole,  and  88  to  90  per  cent.,  solid,  22/.  to 
.221.  10s.  f.o.r.  Goole-Hull,  all  net  cash.  Carbonate  of  potash 
is  quiet;  German,  90  to  92  per  cent.,  16?.  10s.  to  16/.  15s. 
c.i.f.  U.K.  ports;  Russian,  90  to  92  per  cent.,  15/.  10s.  at 
Hull,  15/.  17s.  6d.  at  Liverpool,  and  16/.  5s.  f.o.r.  Man- 
chester, ready  on  spot,  all  net  cash.  Caustic  soda  is  quiet ; 
70-per-cent.  white,  in  5-ton  truck-loads,  9/.  12s.  6<Z.  to 
9/.  15s.  delivered  Lancashire-Yorkshire,  net  cash.  There  is 
no  change  to  record  in  soda-crystals  or  saltcakc.  There 
has  been  very  little  inquiry  for  farina- during  the  past  fort- 
night, but,  in  spite  of  this,  the  market  has  again  advanced. 
In  consideration  of  the  extreme  shortage,  however,  this  is 
not  to  be  wondered  at,  and  further  increases  are  confidently 
anticipated  as  the  small  balance  available  dwindles  away. 
'Glycerin  still  continues  to  decline;  80-per-cent.  soap  crude  is 
■offering  in  Marseilles  at  40/.  to  42/.  f.o.b.,  while  good  English 
can  be  obtained  around  43/.  to  44/.  Little  interest  is  dis- 
played by  buyers  even  .at  this  reduced  level.  Distilled  is 
weaker  in  sympathy,  and  sp.  gr.  1.260,  half  white,  is  quoted 
at  71s.  delivered  U.K.,  less  2£  per  cent.  ;  quotations  are 
favourable  for  all  descriptions.  Greases  are  dull,  brown 
bone  offering  at  25s.  bd.  to  26s.  bd..  white  bone  at  27s.  bd. 
to  28s.  bd.,  marrowfat  at  28s.  6(7.  to  30s.,  brown  skin,  26s.  bd. 
to  27s.,  white  skin,  32s.  to  33s.,  all  at  makers'  works  or  land- 
ing-ports, less  2^  per  cent.  In  castor  oil  there  is  at  last  a 
slight  improvement  in  the  demand,  but  prices  remain  on  a 
■comparatively  low  level.  Seed  continues  steady,  and  con- 
sumers would  do  well  to  cover,  at  any  rate,  a  portion  of 
■■their  requirements.  American  cottonseed-soap  is  cheaper; 
TJo.  1  pale,  65  to  68  per  cent.,  on  spot,  is  12s.  to  12s.  3d. 
■ex  quay  Liverpool,  and  for  shipment,  Us.  bd.  to  lis.  9d. 
■c.i.f.  principal  U.K.  ports,  all  net  cash.  In  paraffin  wax, 
buying  has  been  brisk  in  anticipation  of  the  forthcoming 
advance  in  prices,  and  large  quantities  have  been  cleared, 
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both  arriving  and  from  stock,  at  limits  which  decidedly 
favour  sellers.  Italian  green  olive-oil  soap  is  in  considerable 
request,  but  supplies  have  run  short,  and  business  conse- 
quently restricted;  56  to  58  per  cent.,  in  bars,  on  spot,  is 
quoted  at  22s.  bd.  ex  store  Liverpool,  net  cash,  shipping 
weights.  The  market  is  dearer  for  shipment  at  21s.  bd. 
c.i.f.  In  coal-tar  products,  sulphate  of  ammonia  remains 
•steady  at  late  rates. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

There  has  been  a  further  improvement  in  demand  for 
heavy  chemicals  since  last  writing,  particularly  for  prompt 
delivery,  and  the  tone  of  the  market,  generally  speaking, 
is  on  the  firm  side.  Heavy  exports  have  been  a  good 
feature.  In  some  quarters  there  has  been  a  tendency  to 
take  increased  deliveries  against  existing  contracts,  in  view 
of  the  trouble  in  the  coal  trade,  but  this  has  not  been 
general,  as  many  consumers  are  doubtful  about  their  own 
coal  supplies  necessary  to  carry  on  their  own  works.  In 
view  of  the  increasing  costs  of  manufacture  from  various 
causes,  the  prices  of  chemicals  are  mostly  firm  and  very 
steadily  maintained,  especially  as  regards  miscellaneous 
products. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  is  quietly  steady,  with  nearest  values 
as  follows  :  Beckton,  prompt,  25-per-cent.  ammonia  guaran- 
teed, 14/.  2s.  bd.  ;  London  terms,  13/.  12s.  bd.  to  13/.  15s. ; 
Leith,  14/.  10s.  ;  Liverpool,  14/.  10s. ;  and  Hull,  14/.  7s.  bd. 

Lead  Products  keep  steady,  with  a  good  average  demand 
for  both  home  and  export.  Dry  white  lead,  24/.,  and  red 
lead,  18/.  10s.,  Tyne :  white  acetate  of  lead,  25/.  to  25/.  10s.; 
brown  acetate  of  lead,  22/.  to  22/.  10s.  ;  nitrate  of  lead, 
26/.  5s.  to  26/.  15s.  per  ton,  less  2g  per  cent. 

Strontium  Salts  are  rather  on  the  quiet  side,  and  manu- 
facturers would  be  glad  of  a  new  outlet.  Prices  are  main- 
tained, but,  of  course,  they  are  low.  Precipitated  carbonate 
of  strontia,  90  to  95  per  cent.,  11/.  to  12/.  10s.  per  ton, 
according  to  quantity,  etc.  Mineral  carbonate  of  strontia, 
lump,  87  to  91  per  cent.,  14/. ;  and  smalls,  80  to  85  per  cent., 
12/.  Hydrate  of  strontia  crystals,  in  casks,  9/.  to  9/.  15s. 
per  ton. 

Bichromates  of  Potash  and  Soda  quietly  steady  at  old 
■rates.  Bichromate  of  potash,  English  and  Scotch  deliveries, 
3g(/.  per  lb.,  less  5  per  cent.,  and  export,  Z^d.  per  lb.  net, 
f.o.b.  Glasgow.  Bichromate  of  soda,  English  and  Scotch 
■deliveries,  id.  per  lb.,  less  5  per  cent.,  and  export,  2%d. 
per  lb.  net  f.o.b.  Glasgow. 


NEW  BOOKS. 

Any  of  these  books  printed  in  the  United  Kingdom  can  be 
supplied,  at  the  published  price,  to  "  C.  &  D."  subscribers  on 
application  (with  remittance)  to  the  Publisher,  42  Cannon 
Street,  London  E.C.  These  notes  do  not  exclude  subsequent' 
reviews. 


Charabot,  E.  Lcs  Principes  Odorants  des  Vegetaux 
(Methodes  de  dosage,  d'  extraction,  d' identification). 
7^x4^.  Pp.  388.  5f.  _  (Doin  et  Fils,  8  Place  de  l'Odeon, 
Paris.)    [Corrected  notice.] 

Gches  Codex  der  Bczcichnungcn  von  Arzneimittcln,  Kos- 
metischen  PrCiparatcn  und  wichtigen  tcchnischen  Produk- 
tcn  mit  kurzen  Bcmcrkungcn  iibcr  Zusammensctzung,  An- 
wendung  und  Dosicrung.  Nachtrag  1.  8|x6.  Pp.  115. 
(Gehe  &  Co.,  A.G.,  Dresden.)  [This  is  the  first  supplement 
to  Gehe's  ,;  Codex,"  to  the  publication  of  which  reference 
was  made  in  the  C.  «fc  D.  at  the  end  of  1910.  The  supplement 
brings  the  volume  up  to  the  end  of  November  1911.  As 
expressed  in  the  title,  the  work  deals  with  new  remedies 
and  recently  introduced  toilet  articles  and  technical  produc- 
tions, the  information  being  given  in  a  concise  style.  The 
book  is  in  German,  but  in  Roman  tvpe.] 

Ridley,  Henry  N.  Spices.  8^  x  5^.  Pp.  x  +  449.  (Mac- 
millan.)  [This  illustrated  volume,  by  the  Director  of  the 
Botanic  Gardens,  Singapore,  Straits  Settlements,  in  four- 
teen chapters,  deals  with  vanilla,  nutmegs  and  mace,  cloves, 
pimento,  cinnamon,  cassia,  peppers,  cardamoms,  capsicums, 
coriander,  dill,  cumin,  ginger,  turmeric,  zedoary,  galangal, 
and  calamus.  The  book  is  of  a  practical  nature,  being 
intended  to  assist  planters^  in  the  cultivation  of  the  plants 
yielding  the  spices  and  their  preparation  for  the  markets.] 

Stirling,  G.  Notes  on  Dispensing  for  Pharmaceutical 
Students.  5th  edit.  Interleaved,  limp,  Is.  bd.  net.  (J.  Gower.) 


We  have  received  from  Mr.  Th.  Geyer,  of  Stuttgart,  a 
copy  of  his  chart  showing  in  marks  per  kilo,  the  advances 
in  opium,  morphine,  and  codeine  month  by  month  during 
the  year  1911.  Opium  (10  per  cent.)  opened  the  year  at 
24A  and  advanced  to  54  by  December;  morphine  hydro- 
chlor.  commenced  at  240  and  finished  at  525:  while  codeine 
opened  at  290  and  closed  at  640.  These  two  alkaloids 
advanced  consistently  throughout.    [Corrected  note.] 
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Memoranda  for  Correspondents. 

All  communications  must  be  accompanied  by  the  names  and 
addresses  of  the  writers,  otherwise  they  cannot  be  dealt  with. 

Queries  by  subscribers  on  dispensing:,  legal,  and  miscellaneous 
subjects  connected  with  the  business  are  replied  to  in  these 
columns  if  they  are  considered  to  be  of  general  interest. 

Letters  submitted  for  publication  (if  suitable)  should  be  written 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  Their  publication  in  "  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist "  does  not  imply  Editorial  agreement 
with  the  opinions  expressed. 


Chemists'  Shops  under  the  Shops  Act. 

Snt, — Be  article  on  closing  chemists'  shops,  allow  me  to 
oorrect  the  insertion  of  "  summer "  after  Buckie.  The 
chemists  here  close  all  the  year  from  2  to  6  on  Wednesday, 
and  have  done  60  for  a  few  years.  I  may  mention  also 
that  -we  all  charge  the  same  price6  for  dispensing,  patents, 
«tc.  Yours,  etc., 

Buckie.  G.  P.  Gibson. 

Sir. — I  am  glad  a  correspondent  has  raised  the  question 
"  Can  a  single-handed  manager  legally  keep  open  shop 
and  serve  customers  during  meal-times  when  the  Shops 
Act  comes  into  force?"  I  am  a  single-handed  manager, 
and  the  shop  is  some  distance  from  my  lodgings.  Dinner 
and  tea  are  sent  to  the  shop  for  me,  and  I  am  quite  satis- 
fied with  present  arrangements.  I  always  have  an  hour  for 
dinner  and  half  to  three-quarters  hour  for  tea,  though  it  is 
not  always  continuous.  I  see  nothing  in  the  new  Act  to 
make  it  unlawful  to  serve  a  customer  during  meal-time, 
and  shall  be  interested  to  know  what  other  correspondents 
have  to  to  say  about  this  matter. 

Yours  truly, 

"Satisfied.  (91/58.) 

Sin, — I  take  exception  to  your  remark  in  the  article 
on  "  Closing  Chemists'  Shops "  that  Section  2  of  the 
Shops  Act,  1911.  applies  to  a  chemist's  shop.  Section  2, 
Clause  6,  reads  : 

"  This  section  shall  not  apply  to  any  shop  in  which  a  trade 
or  business  mentioned  in  the  Second  Schedule  to  this  Act 
is  carried  on." 

Whatever  the  intention  of  the  draughtsman  may  have 
been,  I  take  it  the  clause  absolutelv  exempts  the  shop. 

Manchester,  February  23.  A.  L.  Blain. 

[We  were  careful  to  state  in  our  article  that  Section  2  of 
the  Shops  Act  does  not  prevent  the  shop  being  kept  open 
tor  tho  sale  of  medicines  and  other  exempted  goods.  The 
section  does  not  absolutely  exempt  chemists'  shops;  indeed, 
sub-section  6  specially  provides  that  the  local  authority  may 
make  an  order  in  respect  to  them,  and  shops  wherein  other 
sxemptod  goods  are  sold,  when  satisfied  that  the  occupiers 
r»    J",?"-,  'rc*s  of  tne  slloPS  approve  the  order.— Editor, 

L- .  tv*  Z/,] 

Casein  for  Research. 
Silt,— In  your  journal  of  February  3,  p.  53.  under 
British  Pharmaceutical  Conference,  you  speak  of  "  Casein 
—suitability  of  various  commercial  protein  products  for 
pharmaceutical  use,  and  soluble  casein,  etc."  The  writer 
ivas  probably  the  very  first  to  manufacture  alimentary 
:asein  on  a  commercial  scale,  and  we  shall  be  glad  to 
supply  samples  or  any  information  to  any  pharmacist  who 
iesires  to  undertake  the  suggested  research. 

Faithfully  yours, 
Casein,  Ltd., 
Edwin  P.  Carpenter,  Director. 
Sheepcote  Lane,  Battersea,  London,  S'.W. 

Virogen. 

Sir.— In  "  Company  News  "  in  your  issue  of  Febru- 
ary 24  we  observe  under  "Virogen*  Ltd.,"  that  the  re- 
sort of  the  liquidator  is  to  be  given  at  a  meeting  in 
London  on  March  21.  We  shall  be  glad  if  you  will  allow 
is  to  point  out  in  your  valued  columns  that  Virogen,  Ltd. 
inow  in  liquidation),  has  no  connection  whatever  with 
Virogen  Foods,  Ltd.,  the  present  proprietors  of  virogen 
food,  virogenettes,  and  lecithin  virogen.  for  which  pre- 


parations Messrs.  Arthur  H.  Cox  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  of  Brighton, 
are  special  wholesale  distributors ;  on  the  contrary,  far 
from  being  in  liquidation,  we  are  pleased  to  state  that  at 
the  last  meeting  a  dividend  of  20  per  cent,  on  the  ordinary 
shares  was  declared.  Yours  faithfully, 

Virogen  Foods,  Ltd. 

The  Oppenheimer  Allowance. 

Sir, — We  find  in  the  issue  of  your  esteemed  journal  for 
February  24  a  note  under  "  Irish  News"  referring  to  the 
Meath  County  Infirmary.  In  order  to  avoid  any  misunder- 
standing on  the  part  of  our  wholesale  friends  in  Ireland, 
we  shall  be  glad  if  you  will  kindly  make  it  clear  that  in 
our  communication  to  Dr.  Finegan,  in  which  he  asked  us 
particularly  to  quote  prices  for  sea-water  plasma,  rena- 
glandin,  and  "Collosol"  argentum  and  "  Collosol " 
hydrargyrum,  we  informed  him  in  reply  to  his  request  to 
quote  for  a  hospital,  that  we  made  a  special  allowance  to 
hospitals  supported  by  charitable  contributions  and  not 
Poor-law  institutions,  of  an  equivalent  to  one-third  of  the 
value  of  the  goods  taken  either  in  kind  or  by  allowance, 
and  our  reason  for  making  the  allowance  is  to  enable  the 
medical  staff  attached  to  such  institutions  to  afford  the 
use  of  the  special  products  upon  poor  patients.  The  allow- 
ance is  not  in  any  sense  a  trade  discount. 

Yours  faithfully, 
Or-PEXHEiMER,  Son  &  Co.,  Ltd., 

A.  W.  Ball,  Director. 

179  Queen  Victoria  Street,  London,  E.C. 

Apothecaries'  Assistants. 

Sir, — I  noticed  in  your  issue  of  February  17  that  the 
Society  of  Apothecaries  are  putting  forward  a  Bill  in  Parlia- 
ment for  the  benefit  of  their  assistants.  This  is  a  very  good 
thing,  as  the  apothecaries'  assistants  of  to-day  are  in  rather 
low  water,  what  with  the  Insurance  Act  and  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  not  framing  their  by-laws  under  the 
1908  Act  for  the  registration  of  apothecaries'  assistants. 
We  have  all  the  results  of  the  1908  Pharmacy  Act  before 
us  now  except  one  item — that  is,  the  registration  of  the 
apothecaries'  assistants.  This  seems  to  be  an  awful  affair' 
in  the  eyes  of  a  good  many  pharmacists,  but  when  it  is  well 
thought  out  it  would  be  such  a  small  item  that  I  do  not' 
think  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  should  hesitate  at  all  in 
proceeding  with  it.  For  instance,  how  many  apothecaries' 
assistants  would  want  to  register,  and  what  would  be  the 
use  of  them  paying  twelve  guineas  registration  fee  if  they 
had  not  been  in  the  chemist's  trade  ?  No  pharmacist  would 
engage  a  man  that  had  not  had  five  or  more  years'  ex- 
perience, even  if  he  were  on  the  register.  Of  course,  I  do 
not  mean  that  the  door  should  be  left  open  via  the  Apothe- 
caries' Society's  examination.  When  they  raise  the  stan- 
dard of  their  examination  next  year  it  should  be  brought 
as  near  as  possible  up  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
examination.  Yours  truly, 

Fair 'Play.  (82/12.) 

Be  Booking-fees  and  Xrayser. 

Sir, — One  of  the  London  houses  (a  member  of  the 
alliance)  has,  in  judicially  I  consider,  been  "  rubbing 
in "  this  question  by  posting  anonymously  to  its 
customers  a  reprint  from  the  6'.  <fc  D.  of  part  of  the 
article  on  this  subject  by  "  Xrayser."  Although  it 
bore  no  intended  evidence  of  origin,  I  recognised  the 
senders  by  a  little  peculiarity  in  the  address  which  no 
other  house  uses,  and  I  was  so  impressed  by  the  attention 
that  I  have  been  very  much  disposed  to  transfer  all  my 
business  from  that  house  to  some  other  (last  year  I  paid 
them  over  300/.).  Of  course,  the  wholesale  houses  must 
do  what  seems  best  for  themselves,  but  it  is  doubtful 
whether  they  have  hit  upon  such  a  wonderful  scheme  after 
all  this  time.  It  appears  already  to  have  stimulated  oppo- 
sition. 

"Xrayser"  misses  a  very  important  side  of  the  issue 
when  he  speaks  of  the  hardship  of  the  wholesaler  paying 
2d.  booking-fees,  and  appears  to  have  forgotten  altogether 
that  the  bulk  of  the  carriage  is  paid  by  the  retailer. 
I  have  paid  Sutton's  12s.  6r/.  per  month  as  contract,  and 
this  with  overweight  means  about  8/.  per  annum  for 
carriage,  as  against  the  wholesaler  21.  12s.,  supposing  I 
had  a  parcel  every  day.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  business 
done  with  the  wholesaler  referred  to  has  cost  him  in 
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carriage  as  booking-fees  this  last  year  exactly  1  per  cent., 
■whereas  on  the  carriage-paid  orders  the  carriage-charges 
■work  out  about  3  per  cent.  ;  therefore,  in  compelling 
retailers  to  adopt  the  carriage-paid  terms,  the  saving  they 
will  doubtless  make  in  their  internal  re-arrangements 
(packing,  invoicing,  etc.)  must  be  largely  counterbalanced 
by  the  very  considerable  increase  in  their  carriage 
accounts,  and  to  me  it  seems  they  are  upsetting  a  very 
convenient  and  comfcu'table  arrangement  for  a  very  pro- 
blematical advantage  to  themselves.  Personally  I  intend 
to  save  the  bulk  of  the  81.  I  have  hitherto  paid  annually 
to  Sutton's  for  carriage.  During  February  I  only  paid 
one  booking-fee,  and  in  January  I  gave  Sutton's  notice  to 
discontinue  my  contract  at  the  earliest  possible  date,  so 
that  any  cost  to  me  will  arise  from  loss  of  business  through 
not  being  perhaps  quite  so  obliging  in  offering  to  obtain 
special  lines  for  customers  so  promptly  as  heretofore,  and 
it  is  this  possibility  and  change  that  I  regret.  I.  with 
hundreds  of  other  chemists,  have  been  willing  to  bear 
more  carriage-charges  than  we  need  for  the  sake  of  the 
convenience  the  arrangement  has  been,  but  there  f(re 
limits  beyond  which  I  am  not  prepared  to  pay  for  con- 
venience. To  "  Xrayser  V  query  I  would  reply  that 
the  reason  why  the  retailer  objects  to  pay  the  booking-fee 
is  because  it  does  not  seem  unreasonable  to  him,  when 
he  is  prepared  to  bear  two-thirds  or  three-fourtlis  of  the 
cost  of  carriage,  that  the  wholesaler  should  pay  the  small 
balance  as  his  share,  especially  when  one  remembers  that 
the  wholesaler  is  quite  willing  to  pay  the  whole  of  the 
carriage  under  slightly  altered  conditions. 

A  Country  Chemist.  (93/63.) 
The  Living-in  System. 
A  Potteries  Subscriber  (90/31)  sends  us  the  following- 
account  of  an  assistants'  strike  there,  which,  though  not 
bearing  directly  upon  pharmacy,  deals  with  the  living-in 
system  so  general  in  our  business.  This  is  the  first  time, 
he  adds,  these  methods  have  been  deliberately  and  effec- 
tively used  in  a  dispute  affecting  the  retail  trade,  and  we 
are  likely  to  hear  more  about  it  in  the  future — the  chemist's 
business  can  hardly  hope  to  escape  attention  sooner  or 
latex. 

Shopkeepers,  as  a  rule,  are  not  troubled  with  the  demands 
of  organised  labour,  but  after  what  has  happened  during 
the  last  week  or  two  at  Hanley,  labour  disputes  are  no 
longer  to  be  confined  to  our  manufactories  and  collieries. 
Hanley  is  the  "shopping  centre"  of  the  Pottery  town  of 
Stoke-on-Trent,  sends  a  Labour  M.P.  to  Parliament,  and 
lies  in  the  middle  of  the  North  Staffordshire  coalfield. 
Consequently  any  appeal  directed  to  trades  unionists  meets 
with  a  good  deal  of  support. 

A  series  of  disputes  between  the  large  drapers'  shops  and 
their  employes  culminated  in  the  dismissal  of  six  girls  and 
one  man  from  the  shop  of  Teetons,  Ltd..  who  employ  from 
thirty  to  forty  hands.  Realising  that  where  competition  is 
keen  it  takes  little  to  turn  the  tide  of  public  patronage 
from  one  shop  to  its  opponent,  the  National  Union  of  Shop 
Assistants  have  been  using  to  some  effect  an  appeal  to  trades 
unionists  not  to  shoo  at  Messrs.  Teetons',  as  they  were 
employing  "  blackleg  labour."  Handbills  were  distributed 
broadcast  stating  that  a  blow  was  being  aimed  at  trades 
unionism  ;  meetings  were  held  every  evening  in  the  Market 
Square,  at  which  speakers  advised  all  who  agreed  villi 
their  principles  to  take  their  shopping  elsewhere;  a  pro- 
cession of  sandwich-men  paraded  up  and  down  in  front  of 
the  shop  bearing  boards  with  inscriptions  about  "  Intimida- 
tion," etc.,  which  just  escaped  the  libel  laws.  Each  even- 
ing, on  leaving  work,  the  staff  were  greeted  in  the  approved 
style  with  groans  and  jeers  as  "  blacklegs  "  by  a  none  too 
friondly  crowd.  The  outlying  districts  were  also  billed  with 
handbills  requesting  working-people  to  avoid  the  shop  until 
the  dispute  was  settled. 

M  essrs.  Teetons  replied  with  spirit.  They  promptly  dis- 
tributed handbills  saying  that,  the  "strike"  was  a  'myth, 
and  only  existed  in  the  minds  of  those  interested ;  they  pub- 
lished a  manifesto  purporting  to  come  from  the  assistants 
that  the  staff  was  perfectly  satisfied  :  the  speakers  at  the 
outdoor  meetings  were  vigorously  heckled  both  by  the 
members  of  the  firm  and  of  the  staff ;  but  after  .rather  more 
than  a  week's  hostilities  they  decided  to  come  to  terms, 
and  an  amicable  settlement  has  been  arrived  at. 

The  Union  claims  to  have  won  on  all  points.  The  living- 
in  system  has  been  abolished,  wages  of  female  .assistants 
have  been  raised,  and  those  dismissed  have  been  reinstated 
No  complaint  was  made  against  the  pay  of  male  assistants, 
who  nearly  all  remained  loyal  to  the  firm  during  the  dis- 
pute.   The  point  of  particular  interest  to  chemists  is  the 


dead  set  the  N.U.S.A.  are  making  against  the  living-ira 
system,  and  the  success  which  has  attended  their  appeal,  as- 
described. 

Subscribers'  Symposium. 

For  questions,  answers,  incidents,  and  interchange  of  opinions 
among:  "  C.  &  D."  readers. 

Labelling  Tins. 
In  regard  to  this  matter,  I  may  mention  that  I  find  no 
difficulty  in  any  case  where  the  label  is  long  enough  to  go 
round  the  tin  and  a  little  over,  for  then  one  end  of  the 
label  overlaps  the  other,  and  while  the  gum  or  paste  will 
not  stick  on  tin,  it  does  readily  on  paper. — H.  H.  (161/35). 

A  Spirit  Question. 
Dr.  J.  C.  McWalter's  suggestion  that  hexamethylene- 
tetramine  should  be  used  as  an  adjunct  to  burning  spirit  is 
interesting  and  may  be  useful  to  many  readers.  Would  the 
Doctor  please  say  what  proportion  of  the  chemical  should 
be  added,  say,  to  a  pint  of  methylated  spirit?  I  was 
previously  aware  that  the  chemical  itself  burns  with  .a  clear 
blue  flame,  and,  if  pure,  with  an  entire  absence  of  car- 
bonaceous matter  or  soot,  which  is  often  a  great  desideratum. 
This  point  was  recently  brought  out  in  a  little  quarterly 
issued  by  a  manufacturing  house  for  advertising  purposes, 
but,  being  a  medical  man,  Dr.  McWalter  may  not  have 
come  across  the  publication,  and  his  discovery  is  thus 
interesting  as  an  illustration  of  the  oft-repeated  statement 
that  "  great  minds  think  alike."  In  making  the  test  with 
compressed  tablets,  I  find  that  one  "  brand  "  burns  clear 
and  leaves  only  a  minute  trace  of  white  ash,  whereas  another 
burns  with  a  dirty,  smoky  flame  which  renders  the  sub- 
stance useless  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  has  been  recom- 
mended.— Phar.  Chem.  (80/3). 

A  V cterinary  Remedy. 
It  is  interesting  to  note  the  opinions  of  the  different 
writers  re  the  use  of  oil  of  vitriol,  spirit,  and  butter  of 
antimony.  The  recipe  is  very  badly  balanced,  and  evidently 
not  calculated  to  suit  any  pai'ticular  ailment.  According 
to  my  prices,  sixpennyworth  of  each  item  would  mean  : 

Oil  of  vitriol   3xij. 

S.V.R.  ...   3j. 

Butter  of  antimony    3iv. 

The  spirit  is  entirely  lost,  and  the  real  active  ingredient  is 
the  vitriol.  The  man  who  would  use  such  a  mixture  for 
"  livening-up "  worn-out  horses,  as  writers  Nos.  5  and  7 
mention,  should  be  punished.  Vitriol  is  often  given  to 
horses  to  produce  a  glossy  coat,  but  when  it.  is  discontinued' 
the  nice  shine  fades  away  and  the  plump  condition 
vanishes  like  "  snow  off  a  ditch."  Writer  No.  6  states  that 
ho  has  known  such  a  mixture  to  be  used  (mixed  with  water)' 
for  hardening  horses'  shoulders.  I  am  afraid  it  would  so 
harden  them  that  the  skin  would  peel  off — a  worse  cose. 
Writers  Nos.  1,  2,  3.  and  4  suggest  that  the  concoction  might 
be  for  foot-rot  in  sheep  or  thrush  in  horses.  It  might  be- 
but  it  would  not  be  a  desirable  form  of  medication.  I  am 
doubtful  if  it  would  7iot  do  more  harm  than  good — rather 
much  vit-riol  in  it.  To  use  butter  of  antimony  for  corns 
in  horses'  feet,  as  writer  No.  4  suggests,  would  be  anything 
but  proper.  I  have  seen  a  serious  mess  made  with  such 
treatment.  When  attention  is  called  to  the  majority  of 
horses'  corns,  the  foot  is  usually  found  to  be  in  a  state  of 
suppuration,  and  large  poultices  are  the  proper  thing, 
followed  by  the  syringing  out  of  the  sinus  with  an  anti- 
septic solution  of  ac.  carbol.  or  mercuric  chloride.  Free 
drainage  and  cleaning  are  the  essential  points,  instead  of 
using  liq.  antim.  (a  powerful  astringent),  which  would  be 
likely  to  cause  quittor.  Doubtless  "J.  G."  thought,  that  the 
mixture  was  an  infallible  cure  for  some  awful  malady,  seeing 
that  the  customer  refused  to  disclose  his  secret.  I  would 
suggest  that  the  recipe  is  a  nag  dealer's,  and  such  persons- 
should  be  severely  left  alone. — F.  W.  Dodds  (Antrim). 


Dispensing  Notes. 

This  section  is  for  the  discussion  and  solution  of  dispensing 
problems  and  prescriptions  submitted  by  "  C.  &  D."  readers. 
We  are  always  pleased  to  recaive  the  opinions  of  readers  for 
publication.  "The  Art  of  Dispensing"  ("  C.  &  D."  Office,  6s.) 
is  the  standard  book  of  reference  on  this  subject. 

Corrosive  Sublimate  and  Soap. 

D.  D.  (73/12)  asks  if  the  following  formula  is  workable: 

Hydrarg.  perchlorid  gr.  x. 

Saponis  viridis    3j- 

S.V.R  5ij— M. 

[The  formula  is  quite  workable.  Oleate  of  mercury  is 
formed,  and  a  creamy,  somewhat  thick  mixture  is  produced. 


Index    Folio  342 


March  2,  1912 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


63 


If  it  is  wanted  for  use  as  a  hair-shampoo,  it  will  be  qui  to 
serviceable.  The  oleato  is  not  so  active  as  the  perchloride, 
but  for  such  purpose  it  is  probably  sufficiently  active.  If 
the  solution  be  required  for  surgeons'  use.  mercuric  iodide 
is  the  correct  salt  to  use  with  soap  solution.  It  affords  a 
-olear  solution,  and  retains  its  activity  unimpaired  in  the 
liquid.  Use  10  grains  of  mercuric  iodide  ami  10  grains  of 
potassium  iodide,  dissolvo  in  about  5j.  of  water,  and  add 
to  the  soap  spirit.  Mercuric  iodide  and  mercuric  chloride 
are  approximately  of  the  same  germicidal  potency.] 


Legal  Queries. 

Consult  "  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,"  1912,  pp.  435  to  454, 
where  most  legal  difficulties  are  anticipated,  before  writing 
about  your  difficulty 


Fix  (76/15). — As  an  entire  drug,  pix  liquida  may  be  sold 
unstamped  as,  say,  "Thomson's  Reliever  for  Rheumatism." 

A.  F.  B.  (91/62).— The  Proprietary  Articles  Trade  Associa 
tion  admits  to  membership  all  manufacturers  and  vendors 
■of  proprietary  articles  generally  sold  by  chemists,  including 
Unqualified  owners  of  drug-stores. 

C.  S.  B.  (81/14). — The  use  of  the  surname  in.the  possessive 
case  makes  the  essence  of  linseed,  squill,  and  tolu  liable  to 
medicine  stamp-duty,  and  to  this  there  is  no  exemption 
unless  you  can  provo  that  it  is  not  and  never  has  been 
proprietary.  "For  all  bronchial  affections"  is  certainly 
a  dutiable  description,  "  A  perfect  expectorant  "  probably  so 

Manager  (90/36). — Quinine-and-iron  tonic,  in  which  the 
medicinal  ingredients  are  salts  of  quinine  and  iron,  may  be 
sold  as  a  "  known,  admitted,  and  approved  remedy  "  without 
further  disclosure  than  the_  title  by  privileged  persons,  which 
include  co-operative  societies  carrying  on  business  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Act,  1908,  Section  3  (4). 

Mac  (81/37). — Copyright  in  poems  lasts  for  forty-two  years 
from  the  date  of  lirst  publication,  or  for  the  author's  life- 
time and  seven  years  thereafter,  whichever  is  the  longer. 
You  do  not  tell  us  who  was  the  author  of  the  poem  which 
you  propose  to  use,  but  we  should  think  that,  whoever  he  was, 
as  it  is  fifteen  years  since  he  died  there  is  little  likelihood 
■of  your  quotation  being  objected  to. 

Syntax  (83/12).— (1)  Hartshorn  and  oil  is  outside  the 
ammonia  regulation.  (2)  Liq.  ammonise  3iij.  in  3j.  of  a 
mixture  will  be  outside  the  regulation.  (3)  Liq.  amnion, 
fort.  jj.  in  .si.  will  also  be  outside.  (4)  Lin.  album  contain- 
ing 5  oz.  of  liq.  ammon.  fort,  in  4  pints  is  outside  the  regu- 
lation. (5)  Smelling-salts  made  with  sponge  or  with  car- 
Donate  of  ammonia  and  liq.  ammon.  fort.,  being  solids, 
are  outside  the  regulation. 

J.  H.  (90/47). — An  entire  or  pure  drug  may  be  sold  as  a 
proprietary  article  and  as  a  remedy  for  human  ailments 
■without  stamp-duty,  provided  the  vendor  is  a  privileged 
person  (chemist,  etc.)  or  licensed  to  sell  dutiablo  medicines. 
If  you  look  more  closely  into  the  powders  which  you  men- 
tion, you  will  find  that  one  has  no  proprietary  claim  made 
with  respect  to  it,  nor  is  it  held  out  as  a  remedy.  This  is  sold 
oy  unlicensed  and  unprivileged  persons. 

W.  li.  T).  (88/16). — If  the  chemists  in  your  district,  which 
is  controlled  by  one  local  authority,  agree  by  a  two-thirds 
"majority  to  apply  for  an  order  under  the  Shops  Act,  Section  2, 
for  a  weekly  half-holiday,  it  would  compel  all  chemists  in 
the  district  to  close,  but  it  would  not  prevent  any  chemist 
supplying  medicines  or  any  other  goods  during  the  closing 
time  when  there  is  reasonable  ground  for  believing  that 
the  articles  supplied  to  customers  are  required  in  cases  of 
illness. 

Dcnstonian  (87/67).— A  ship's  chandler,  not  being  a  regis- 
tered chemist,  keeping  a  retail  shop  and  selling  liquid  car- 
bolic acid  for  use  on  ships,  commits  an  offence  against  the 
1  harmacy  Act,  1868,  Section  15.  You  appear  to  regard  such 
sales  as  wholesale,  but  this  is  doubtful.  Section  17  does  not 
-exempt  sales  by  such  persons  of  Part  I.  poisons  from  the 
provisions  applicable  to  retail  sales,  and  there  is  nothing 
in  the  Act  which  enables  a  retailer  to  put  himself  in  the 
■wholesale  category  whenever  it  suits  him. 

M.  Q.  (81/38). — In  our  business,  where  two  assistants  are 
-employed,  it  has  been  the  rule  that  when  one  is  on  holiday 
(a  fortnight)  the  other  forfeits  bis  half-da  vs.  Would  it  be 
legal  under  the  Shops  Act  to  continue  this,  provided  a  whole 
day  was  given  later  and  it  was  mutually  agreed  to  by 
employer  and  employed?  \Ko.  The  only  exception  given 
lor  the  assistants'  half-holiday  is  in  a  Bank-holiday  week, 
lnen  the  half-holiday  is  suspended,  and  the  assistants  get 
two  half-holidays  (not  one  whole  dav)  in  the  following- 
■week]  & 


Perplexed  (72/11)  had  some  shop-fittings  sent  to  him  from 
London  by  steamer  to  Hull  and  thence  by  rail.  The  goods 
arrived  well-packed,  and  were  signed  for  "  Not  examined." 
Upon  unpacking  the  goods  it  was  discovered  that  a  large 
mirror  was  broken.  The  local  agent  of  the  railway  company 
was  sent  for,  and  after  ho  had  examined  the  goods  sub- 
scriber made  a  claim  against  the  railway  company,  who 
repudiated  liability.  Subscriber  wishes  to  know  whether  he 
has  a  claim  against  the  railway  company  or  the  steamship 
company,  or  both.  [Unless  the  goods  were  carried  upon 
special  terms,  or  were  improperly  packed,  either  the  steam- 
ship company  or  the  railway  company  is  liable.  If  a  con- 
tract was  .made  with  the  steamship  company  for  the  entire 
journey,  then  that  company  alone  is  liable  to  subscriber: 
otherwise  the  company  in  whose  custody  the  mirror  was 
when  it  was  broken  is  responsible  for  the  damage.] 

Pater  (82/33). — Subscriber's  son,  aged  sixteen,  was  in 
August  last  driving  a  motor-cycle  with  empty  side  car.  He 
is  a  careful  driver,  but  in  negotiating  the  corner  of  a  street 
the  machine  overturned,  owing  to  the  sharpness  of  the 
corner  and  the  "camber"  of  the  road,  breaking  a  plate- 
glass  shop-window.  No  other  damage  was  done  to  the 
tradesman's  property.  The  window  was  insured,  and  has 
been  replaced  by  the  insurance  company.  The  tradesman, 
however,  now  threatens  to  sue  "  Pater  "  for  bl.  15s.,  and 
he  wishes  to  know  his  position  in  the  case.  ["  Pater"  him- 
self is  under  no  liability  whatever,  but  his  son  is  liable  for 
the  damage  to  the  window  unless  he  can  show  that  he  was 
not  guilty  of  any  negligence.  The  fact  of  the  window  being 
insured  is  immaterial.  The  son  may  be  sued  either  by 
the  tradesman  (in  which  case  any  damages  recovered  will 
be  held  in  trust  for  the  insurance  company)  or  else  by  the 
insurance  company  in  the  name  of  the  tradesman.] 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  do  not  as  a  rule  repeat  information  which  has  been  given  in  this 
section  during  the  past  twelve  months,  as  it  occupies  space 
which  can  be  more  profitably  utilised  for  other  information. 
In  such  cases  the  numbers  are  mentioned,  and  if  querists 
cannot  refer  to  these  they  may  obtain  the  numbers  from  the 
"  C.  &  D."  Office  at  the  published  prices,  usually  6d. 

We  do  not  undertake  to  analyse  and  report  upon  proprietary  articles, 
and  when  samples  are  sent  particulars  should  be  supplied  to 
us  as  to  their  origin,  what  they  are,  what  they  are  used  for 
and  how. 


.4.  B.  J.  (73/19). — You  do  not  give  us  sufficient  details  of 
your  difficulty  with  the  lanolin  to  enable  us  to  advise  you. 
Are  you  aiming  at  making  a  toilet-cream? 

Hamba  (71/2). — There  is  no  tinotura  carminativa  in  eithe1- 
the  "  United  States  Pharmacopoeia "  or  the  "  National 
Formulary."  The  "Canadian  Formulary"  contains  one: 
see  "Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  p.  968;  also  p.  802  for  the 
B.P.C.  formula. 

B.  &  F.  (49/3). — Plastee  of  Paris. — Dentists  employ  two 
kinds  of  plaster  of  Paris,  the  finer-ground  variety  being  used 
for  imoressions  and  the  coarser-ground  for  models.  The  set- 
ting of  the  plaster  is  influenced  by  the  quantity  of  water  em- 
ployed, and  it  is  hastened  by  the  addition  of  sodium  chloride, 
potassium  sulphate,  or  alum.  Warm  water  also  hastens 
the  setting.  For  hardening  a  plaster  cast  the  methods 
employed  are  either  simply  baking  in  an  oven  or  boiling 
in  a  solution  of  borax  (^  oz.  to  a  pint).  Five  per  cent,  of 
Portland  cement  greatly  increases  the  hardness  of  plaster 
of  Paris.  In  storing  the  plaster  care  must  be  taken  to  keep 
t  from  absorbing  moisture ;  it  is  best  kept  in  stoppered 
bottles. 

Ego  (70/33). — Infants'  Food. — The  soluble  variety  of 
infants'  food  is  prepared  by  making  a  soft  mash  with  milk 
from  equal  parts  of  ground  malt,  wheat,  and  oats,  heating 
to  150°  F.  in  steam  pans  kept  hot  for  an  hour,  with  con- 
stant stirring,  to  convert  the  starch  into  dextrin  and  grape- 
sugar.  The  mash  is  then  heated  to  170°  F.  for  fifteen 
minutes  and  pressed.  The  resulting  fluid  evaporated  and 
powdered  forms  the  food.  But  you  could  not  expect  to 
produce  at  once  an  article  to  equal  those  which  are  the 
result  of  much  experience,  exceptional  apparatus,  and  highly- 
skilled  supervision. 

.7.  F.  C.  (60/35). — Freezing-point  of  Glycerin  Solution. — 
The  amount  of  glycerin  to  employ  in  the  water  of  motor 
radiators  depends  upon  the  temperature  which  it  is  re- 
quired to  resist  without  freezing.  The  following  are  useful 
data  :  10-per-cent.  solution  freezes  at  -1.0°  C.  (30.2°  F.) ; 
20-per-cent.,  -2.5°  C.  (27.5°  F.) ;  30-per-cent.,  -6.0°  C. 
(21.2°  F.). 

Crystal  (66/41). — Educational  Modelling  Composition. — • 
Experiment  with  a  mixture  of  sulphur,  rice-starch,  olive 
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oil,  and  glycerin ;  we  have  no  record  of  the  quantities  of  the 
ingredients. 

E.  J.  D.  (71/58). — (1)  Bismuth  Hair-dye.— This  dye  is  only 
employed  for  producing  lighter  brown  or  chestnut  colour, 
it  is  difficult  to  obtain  darker  colours  with  it.  The  action 
of  the  dye  is  also  not  so  prompt  as  one  made  with  silver 
or  lead.  There  is  a  good  recipe  in  "  Pharmaceutical 
Formulas,"  the  following  also  being  a  serviceable  formula: 

Bismuth  subnitrate         ...       ...    gr.  cxxv. 

Solution  of  potash  (10-per-cent.), 

Citric   acid    ...       ...       ...      aa.  q.s. 

Glycerin   jiss. 

Orange-flower  water  to  make  ...  8viij. 
Mix  the  bismuth  into  a  cream  with  the  glycerin,  heat  on 
a  water-bath,  and  cautiously  add  liq.  potassae  with  constant 
stirring  until  the  bismuth  salt  is  dissolved.  Then  add  a 
strong  solution  of  citric  acid  until  only  a  slight  alkalinity 
remains,  making  up  with  water  to  bulk. 

(2)  Zinc  Oil  probably  refers  to  the  preparation  of  Lassar, 
which  consists  of  zinc  oxide  triturated  with  olive  oil.  It  is, 
however,  usually  made  of  a  consistence  better  designated 
a  paste. 

It/ici  (83/48).—  Agar-agar  in  Constipation.— Some  two  or 
three  years  ago,  when  agar-agar  was  first  proposed  as  a 
remedy  for  constipation,  we  gave  full  particulars  of  its 
employment.  The  agar-agar  is  used  in  the  form  of  a  coarse 
powder,  and  of  this  one  to  four  teaspoonfuls  is  taken, 
sprinkled  over  the  food,  especially  cooked  vegetables.  The 
agar-agar;  acts  mechanically,  and  is  not  digested.  It  should 
be  administered  atfirst  with  moderation,  as  it  has  been  found 
to  cause  sometimes  clogging  of  the  rectum,  which  requires 
the  administration  of  a  warm  enema.  As  soon  as  free 
evacuations  have  been  brought  about  the  dose  of  agar-agar 
is  gradually  diminished. 

A.  K.  (81/60).— Liquid  Soap. — Your  sample  can  be  matched 
by  reducing  B.P.  soft  soap  with  rectified  spirit  to  a  thin 
liquid  and  adding  essence  of  lilac  as  a  perfume.  The  soap 
is  present  in  about  the  proportion  of  50  per  cent. 

C.  A.  C.  (21/5). — Beyond  demonstrating  the  presence  of 
phosphoric  acid  and  peppermint-water,  we  can  obtain  no 
other  definite  results  from  our  examination  of  your  mixture. 

H.  G.  C.  (82/16).— (1)  Ammonuted  Hair-cream.— The 
following  forms  a  creamy  liquid  when  shaken  up,  and  is  an 
excellent  tonic  for  the  hair  : 

Almond  oil    5ss. 

Solution  of  ammonia       ...       ...  siij. 

Tincture  of  cantharides   3VJ. 

Jockey  Club  bouquet    31  j. 

Eau  de  Cologne    ...       ...       ...  jij. 

Distilled  water  to   Jvj. 

Shake  the  oil  with  part  of  the  water,  and  add  the 
ammonia,  again  shaking ;  then  add  the  other  ingredients 
and  the  remainder  of  the  water. 

(2)  Use  of  Industrial  Spirit  for  Hair-washes.— Permission 
must  be  obtained  from  the  Board  of  Customs  and  Excise 
before  industrial  spirit  can  be  employed  in  a  dry-shampoo 
liquid.  The  formula  must  be  submitted,  .and  one  of  the 
conditions  for  passing  a  recipe  is  that  it  is  so  denatured  that 
it  cannot  be  employed  as  a  beverage.  In  the  case  of  a 
dry  shampoo  saponin  is  a  suitable  ingredient. 

A.  O.  T".  (Tchesme)  (168/27).— (1)  Laundry  Bleach.— The 
most  satisfactory  liquid  for  general  use  as  a  bleach  is  cau 
de  Javclle,  made  as  follows: 

Chlorinated  lime    3  oz. 

Pearlash   3  oz. 

Water  4  pints 

Mix  the  lime  with  3£  pints  of  water,  and  dissolve  the  pearl- 
ash  in  the  remainder:  mix,  and  after  a  few  days  decant, 
adding  2  drachms  of  hydrochloric  acid  to  the  clear  liquid. 
(2)  You  could  probably  obtain  a  copy  of  Wanklyn's  "Milk 
Analysis  "  by  means  of  an  advertisement  in  our  Exchange 
Column. 

J.  E.  C.  (52/72). — Consumption  "Cube." — Chemical 
analysis  of  your  sample  fails  to  give  definite  results.  There 
is  a  bitter  present  of  the  nature  of  chiretta  or  gentian. 

A.  J.  0.  (86/64).— Dog-mixture.— A  formula  of  the  class 
you  require  was  given  in  the  C.  &  D.,  September  23,  1911. 
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Embroe.  (70/74).— Embrocation. — This  has  been  made,  we 
believe,  from  a  mixture  of  soft  soap  and  crude  heavy 
paraffin  oil  to  which  a  small  proportion  of  turpentine  and 
origanum  oil  has  been  added.  The  colour  and  slight 
fluorescent  appearance  are  due  to  the  paraffin.    The  recipes 


for  miscible  oils  in  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary, 
1910.  p.  223,  will  give  you  a  clue  to  the  method  of  pre- 
paring. 

D.  C.  <£•  S.  (83/38).— Sticky  Fly:papehs.— The  manufac- 
ture of  sticky  fly-papers  may  be  divided  into  two  branches, 
the  preparation  of  the  composition  and  the  spreading.  Tho 
composition  is  either  Japanese  birdlime  or  artificial  bird- 
lime. The  following  two  recipes  illustrate  the  two  varieties 
of  factitious  composition,  but  that  containing  resin  has  been 
discredited  in  many  quarters. 


Boiled  linseed  oil 
Gum  thus 
Castor  oil 


6  parts 

1  part 

2  parts 


Resin 
Lard  oil 
Balsam  of  fir 


2  parts 
6  parts 
1  part 


These  compositions  are  spread  while  warm  on  parchment 
paper,  which  often  requires  an  additional  preliminary  treat- 
ment with  alum  solution  or  sizing  with  gelatin.  Maehines- 
for  spreading  the  papers  have  been  figured  in  this  journal — 
one,  sold  bv  Messrs.  Kay  Bros.,  Ltd.,  Stockport,  in  the 
C.  <0  D.,  June  4.  1898,  p.  926,  and  another  by  Mr.  Dougall, 
Linlithgow,  in  the  C.  <£•  D.,  May  13,  1899,  p.  763.  On  a 
small  scale  birdlime  dissolved  in  carbon  bisulphide  can  b© 
spread  with  a  brush,  but  the  objections  to  the  use  of  this 
solvent  are  many. 

It.  B.  (89/4).'— The  Eastons  pills  by  the  late  Mr.  W.  Mar- 
tindale's  formula  should  be  made  quickly  and  varnished, 
immediately.  Yours  have  become  friable  through  not  being 
varnished. 

Oleum  (83/9). — Sanctuary  Oil. — Colza  oil  is  employed  for 
sanctuary  lamps  in  the  Western  Church,  but  in  the  Greek 
Church  olive  oil  is  used  exclusively.  The  colza  oil  must  be  a 
well-refined  rape  oil,  which  will  then  burn  for  days  without 
charring  the  wick. 

i?.  F.  &  S.  (82/28).— Stained  Altar-cloth.— The  question 
of  the  best  method  of  removing  the  red  stain  from  a  white 
damask  linen  altar-cloth  cannot  be  answered  satisfactorily, 
as  careful  experiments  are  needed  in  this  case.  We  think, 
however,  that  decoloration  will  be  best  brought  about  by 
a  bleaching  method — steeping  in  weak  solution  of  bleaching- 
povvder,  followed  by  a  bath  of  weak  acetic  acid. 

C.  T.  K.  (44/62).— Beef-seasoning. — The  sample  you  send- 
is  imitated  by  the  following  : 
Jamaica  pepper, 
Black  peppercorns 
Coriander-seeds, 

Juniper-berries       ...       ...       ...    of  each   5  lb. 

Grind  the  mixed  ingredients  together  to  form  a  coarse 
powder.  The  quantity  required  for  spicing  is  about  1  oz. 
to  10  lb.  of  meat. 

Sea  (59/72). — The  Blocking-powder  has  the  characteristics 
of  powdered  size,  but  it  may  possibly  be  a  mixture.  Fuller 
particulars  should  have  been  supplied  as  to  how  it  is  used. 


of  each    5  lb. 


Retrospect  of  Fifty  Years  Ago. 

Reprinted  from  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,"  March  15,  1862. 


Trade  Report. 

The  drug-market  has  been  more  quiet  during  the  past 
month.  Some  large  sales  of  Castor  Oil,  however,  sold  well 
at  full  prices  to  ^d.  per  lb.  advance.  Large  sales  have  been 
made  in  Oil  of  Aniseed  at  5s.  9d.  for  arrival,  and  5s.  lleZ.  to 
6s.  on  the  spot,  which  are  lower  prices.  Oil  of  Cassia  has 
also  sold  at  8s.  llrf.  per  lb.,  which  is  lower.  About  100  bags 
Tinnivelly  Senna  sold  at  higher  prices,  some  fine  quality- 
realising  as  high  as  llg(7.  to  Is.  6jcZ.,  and  lower  kinds  down 
to  2s2d.  Some  good  Bombay  sold  at  2l,d.  to  3g</.,  and  Pods 
8i(7.  All  kinds  of  flat  and  quill  bark  are  id.  to  4<Z.  dearer, 
and  more  doing.  Sulphate  of  quinine  is  rather  higher 
[8s.  bd.  per  oz. — Editor,  1912].  Camphor  is  dull.  Some 
sales  of  Dutch  refined  brought  2s.  bd.  to  2s.  Id.,  which  is 
Id.  dearer.  Cubebs  have  declined  5s.  to  10s.,  290  bags,  part 
sold  at  5/.  10s.  to  5/.  15s.  Star  aniseeds  are  easier.  No 
change  in  Gum.  Some  pounds  (sic)  of  Siam  Sticklac  sold  at 
5/.  12s.  bd.  to  5/.  15s..  which  are  higher  prices.  Tui-meric 
is  much  lower  and  dull.  Large  sales  of  Japan  Block  Wax 
made  at  56s.  China  Soy  is  3rZ.  to  4c7.  dearer,  sales  made 
2s.  bd.  to  2s.  Id.  Cutch  is  dearer,  and  large  parcels  sold. 
Gutta  Percha  is  higher,  and  large  sales.  Saffron  is  dull, 
the  finest  is  now  42s.  to  44s.  per  lb.  Large  parcels  of  Citron- 
nelle  Oil  have  been  sold  at  4jfZ.  to  h%d.  per  lb.  Aloes 
without  change.  Ipecacuanha  is  firm  at  6s.  9d.  to  7s.  Jalap 
stands  at  our  quotations.  More  doing  in  Cochineal,  and  in 
some  cases  prices  are  Id.  higher  for  good  grains.  In  other 
articles  there  is  no  change  to  notice. 
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